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P: R; R FA C E- 

Or THE 

T R A N S L AT OR. 

HE IraoflaUMr of the following pages;liaviag wit- 
fieied the jipprobation they met with abroad^ the ardor - 
with which they were fought^andtbe difficulty with 
which they were obtained ; thinks it may be render- 
ing fervice to the caufe oi religion, and contributing 
- to the happioefs of mankind to make them ealy of ' 
If accefs, in a natiovdiftinguiihed by iu h'terature, and 
I' which in theology and philolophy ha» produced 
fo many luminaries, n 

The Author, a native oi Neufchatel, mull be well - 
.1, known to many in this country, having refided in 
t. its capital for feveral years. All who were acquaint- 
^ ' ed with him there, or in Switzerland, admutS^ vcv\ *" 
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honored him. Ifja bis tenets he difii;rs from ihole^ 
univerfaliy held in the Chriflian, even proteftant 
churches, the candid and judicious., reader, will not 
be repulfcd by the cry of berefj^, for it i% to truths. 
thus itigmatizcd, that the reformation owed its rile. 
I^et them read, examioe, auid 4fiteri9ine for. them- 
felves. . 

Nor let the bumble pioui follew^r of the gofpel* 
take the alarm, or apprehend the motives to virtue ^ 
will be. weakened, and maoKind grow, more liceiH. 
tipus. To behold ihe plan of the Deity, as more 
cpnfiflent with his nature amd attrij>utes9 and more 
naerciiul to his creatures, dan never be an incentive 
.to vice. Fear is indeed, one^poweri.ul refiraint on 
imperfefit beings, but it muflhe a rational tear, and - 
not fuch as has given rife to infidelity in thoufands^. 
or which^ if believed, leads. to defpair.— Bcfides, let , 
me afk. Have the terrors of the Lord, when repre- 
feqeed in all the horrors of never ending mifery,been 
fujEcient to deter many from offending, who have 
been familiar with the idea from their infancy ? U. 
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niverfal obfervatton Ihews the contrary. Our Sav« 
iour draws us by thie cords of love. But if there is a 
wretch fo ba(e as to fin becaufe grace has aboundedt 
and^ with dauntlefs 'eSFrontery ventures to challenge 
the power and ju dice ol his Maker-^let him learn, 
tB^t^n proportion to^ his guilt and depravity, will be 
his Futurepunifhment both in degree and duration. 
ButlettbehonoroE the. wife and merciful Creator 
be vindieated,^ aild -.mankind he taught to confider 
hinr:as altogether amiable ; whofe feveriticf are as 
much the efie£l.^bf hi^ goodnefs, ais bi^ rewards. 
Thus fliairhxs Icivci and his featr arife together in our 
Pearls, thus will' He be known, and honored, and 
Wifdom be.jufiified of her children* 

Thirll of faiiie is xiifr^pgarded -by one who remains 
conaealed, but though I wi(h to derive no perfonal 
inerit.a» a (ranSator, I would carefully avoid dimin- 
ifiiing thatof the author; to whofe fentiments itfhalt • 
he- my endeavour to^do juflice, by a faithful but not- 
a^tedious tranflatiod. All who are converfant with/' 
dM^ nature of the French language, <khow that it ad- 
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mitsof a certain declamatory flyle which they- call" 
un£lion, and which does not fo well correfpond 
with the genius of the EngliOi. Entirely to diveft 
this work of its original idionii would perhaps be to 
job it of that fpirit and energy, by which the author 
has di(iingui(hed it. The reader is therefore folicit^d, 
if in the courfe of this tranflation Tome deviations 
fr.oin the eflablilhed mode of Englifh di£lion (hould 
be found unavoidable^ candidly to place them to this • 
account. They will occur as feldom as poQible, for > 
though nobler motives than gratifying the ear by the 
harmony of flowing pertods^^aduatethe perfon who 
gives this eflay to the public^ yet, as far as fenfe and 
found can be conciliated, the tranflator would ;}Dot 
wfb^tQ deprive it even of that recommendaticui, . 



PriCllminary 



Preliminary Difcourfe.. 



JL O render mankind uniuer/alty and perJeRly hap*- 
py^fiems to be the plan on which the Supreme Creator 
has eflailijked ^s moral government c-^and themeth* 
od he employs to compafs an end fo wothy of its au- 
thor, is that qf^nlightening their minds. From 
whence it iollows, that from the knowledge of this 
plan, may be derived juft views ol that felicity which 
the greateft and bed of Beings has gracioufly in- 
tended to difpenfe to the children of men ; and of 
the means by which he will conduct .them to it, 
thc.knowledge of the truth. 
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Tbisfyftem is clearly expreffed in that paflage of i 
fdcipture, which I have made choice of in the • title I 
oi this work, where the apoflle declares that^ God 
will have all men to befaved : thi« is their dcflination, * 
(yid to come^at the knowledge of the truths isthe mean/ " 
by which he will raife thein to it. I therefore dedi- ^ 
cate the following pages to4he examination anddev* ^ 
dopement ot thefe fublime words of St. Paul. . 



The plan of God towards mankind, is in nothingp^ 
dilFerent from religion itfelf cohfidered in its theory^ 
For though religion taken. in a general view is the' 
fdence o\ happinefs and of /alvation, yet it may be-' 
divided into the two branches, ok theory ^nd pra&icc/' 
lA its theory It holds up to US{ falvation as thexleftin- 
ation to which God by his providence and grace call^* 
us : thus far it is the plan of our Great. Creator, 
which I {fial! endeavour (o illu&rate in this work. 
But when taken in a pradical view^ it fliews us fal- 
vation as the grand eitd we are invaribly to propofe 
to ourfelves, and to which *we are conflaatly to tend^ 
by exerting all our efforts to the enjightening of ouc 
underllandings^ and-the (anElifying of our hearts. 
In this point of view, religion is that part ot his plan 
which the Supreme Being has affigned to us^ that- 
we may fubmit with docility to his government^ 
wd thereby become- worthy of his benevolent de. 
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figos towards us, .or, as the apolUe exprefles it« be 
wurktrs together with. htm ^ 

Though the praHical part ofrdigion is ot fuch 
fitpertor importance, that even the mod perle£l theo« 
ry feparated irom it is fo totally ufelefs, that St. 
James reprefents a iaith o.f that nature as dead. Yet 
it is oi the theory of religion that I-mean to treat, as 
Aai it ineomparahly more corrupted and disfigured 
by error, as I IhaU flicw by . explaining . my Feafon^ 
acre particularly^ 

Although mankind are univerfally made capable 
of knowing the truth, their progrefs towards it is 
flow and obIlru3ed by many difEculties, and amidft 
their almoll imperceptible advances, ignorance, im* 
agination, and paflipn, have leifure fuIHcient lett 
them, to change the truth of God into a iie,^ that is to 
corrupt and falfiiy the. iirft ideas of truth, even 
though revealed by himself. Their primitive ignor- 
ance renders them ilrangely prefumptuous and deci* 
{ive,their grofsimagination.obfcuring reafon.has ferv- 
cd them as a guide, infinuating itfelt as a judge of 
things fpiriiual, which belong exclufively to the 
more noble facuUy oi the mind. 
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Sdtabove a]l| felf.love, temporal interefijili 
vanity, pride, and a long lift of other corrupt ; 
&Ons, make them deviate and wander-through a m 
o£tfae moil abfurd^ and fometimes- the moflmonft 
errors ; which they neverMail to aflbciate with 
truths of relxgioni however ineompatible. An 
thefeerrorsare the unhappy: efifefi ot paflion, t 
are-afterwardsfuppoxtedby it.^ Haw ofteo do i 
maintain tham with a warmtb bordering oo fi 
and impofc theoa en the faith of othersi with an 
human ferocity^ deciding for the. reft of nianki 
and even for pofterity, by a plurality of voices, % 
fhej fliall in future be obliged to believe^ or pro 
as .the truth revealed by God. under pain of dan 
tion in the world to - come« and frequently of 
moft cruel fuffcfings in this. Such are the' hi 
fruits, the fad, but inevitable eSefis of thie ignorai 
the imagination, and the' paffidns of mankind, c 
under- that difpenfation ol light which God 
vouchfaf^d them. Deplorable cffeQs ! which by 
obftinate delft, are charged" upon religion it 
What I have faid on the corruption ot truth in 
hands ot man, is no more than what fatal experie 
has;proved more or lefs in every aget 

TSf what elfe aire wc to arcribe thatftrange fatal 
by which we fee the abfurd fide of queftions, tho 
ufiver fojrevolting and extravagant, prevailing c 
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he fimple, natural, and rational ; ainiofl wherever 
bey have been, agitated? Such abAird errors when 
|iee received, and conrecSrated by public authority, 
Bd by their antiquity, become the formidable obfla. 
IS of.uuth, and gain fuch a fatal aicendency even 
'er the minds of thofe whofe underiiandings rejefl 
nr, as leads them to fupprefs the truth, and tacitly 
immolate it.at the ihrine of falfiieod, by impofing 
D it.the mofi rigorous filence ; leaving to error, 
mn to be fuch, the exclufive privilege of appear- 
publicly, and of perpetuating itfelf by being o- 
^ly and freely taught to the multitude. And can 
Ae iacred tights of truth be thus mifconceived I I 
bymifconceived, for who that properly knows their 
Inlu^, can dare to trample ihem under foot P but 
Nrhen we refle£l on the obllacles Ihe meets with,may 
not be tempted for a moment to believe, as fome 
eboldly advanxred, that Ihe was of a nature coo 
iblime and elevated for man ^ who, iofiead of being 
ed capable of receiving her, was made the etern* 
I, and melancholy fport of ignorance and error.— 
far he from us a thought lo contrary to the plan 
•rfinfinitewifdom, tyA<? wills thai all nunjhould be 
• ftoed^ andxome at the knowledge of the truths confe- 
' qiJbBtly he has created them for it, notwithlianding 
their original ignorancci their grofs imaginations/ 
jiDd turbulent paffions. 

Now^ 
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*Now, it is on the theory of religion that the e*^ 
• rerulting from the above caufes have principa 
fallen : its admirable moraility has better red {fed 1 
contagion : though w^hen vft iee oh the one ham 
thouffand dangerous illufions and fuperftitions, C( 
rupting its purity ; and, on the other, the motives 
vhrtue, which are the very efTence of morality, a 
are derived from its theory, perverted, crifecbl« 
enervated, and almoft annihilated ; we muft lame 
that it has not wholly efcaped the infe&ion* W! 
then can be more neceSary than to difencumber i 
"^^ligion from the emors which corrupt it, and to pr 
fent it to mankind in its primitive purity ! this (hi 
be my endeavor in this treatife*, by iaithfutly difpli 
ing tAe internal plan oj divine government^ as ma 
known by God him/elf^ both by nature and revelatii 

'It is in this two-fold manner, that the fource of 
truth has communicated to us the fcheme of 1 
mercy. Firft, by a natural revelation, by which 1 
enlightens our reafon,in offering to its contemplatic 
the admirable works of creation. ^Secondly, b| 
fupernatural revelation^ by which He condefcer 
to fupply the original weakneis of our rational po 
ers, and gives us his word» as a more perfc£l a 
more efficacious afHQance. 

It is to our reafon that God addreffes Tiimfelf 
bodi thefc revelations ; with this capital differer 

howev 
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"however, that in the former, what we know of the 
leing, perfeSions, and defigns of God| mud be de- 
duced from the contemplation of nature, and refult 
from our own difcoveries : whereas, in the latter, we 
mud only attend with humility and docility, and 
•comprehend him who fpeaks for the purpofe of en. 
lightening us : for reafon cannot be benefited by 
ivhat it does not underlland. 

The quellion, why God has revealed himfelf in 
^thefe two ways, h not proper to be difcuOed here ; 
one vety remarkable obfervation may however be 
made, which is founded on their perfeS agreement. 
Tor as the defign 6l our Creator is to bring us to the 
knowledge of the truth, it is impoflible that he (hould 
deceive his creatures, and not be hitnfelf the God of 
ali truth : confequently his revelations, far from 
contradi£ling each other, nmft be found in perfeft 
harmony. 

But as God has tnaniiefled himfelf to us in his 
works, and in his word, it is in thefe two facred 
fources, and in thefe alone, that we are to feek for 
the knowledge of his plan, and not in the opinions 
of our fellow mortals, which are fo diJBTerent, and 
often ~fo oppofite. We may, and we certainly ought 
CO confult them, and examine carefully the reafons 
on which they are grounded, in order to profit by 
their labors, and ufe them as fucconrs for the better 
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convpreLendlng our Maker» but it is God, and Go&^ 
alone, to whom we are obliged tndifpenflbly to at*- 
^end ; and by the touch done of reafon and fcripture^ 
jnuft every human opinion be tried. 

When we confult reafon for the proper under- 
ilanding of holy writ, we draw at once from thcfc 
two fources. When, for in fiance, any paflage tbeFC 
is fufcepiible, by the ambiguity ot its expreffion, of 
4W0 diflFerent meanings, becaufe the fame term may 
fometimes havea literal, and fometimes a figurative 
fenfe annexed to it, it is then the province^f reafon 
to determine which of the two is the fenfe of the 
paflage in queflion, by adopting that which agrees 
with the nature of things, ot God, ot man ; and re* 
je£ling that which is unnatural, abfurd, and (alfe* 
,Such is the ufe we are to make of reafon, in the in- 
-terpretation of fcijpture« 

And here I folemnty protell, in theprefence of the 
.'AImigbty»- that in i reading and meditating on his 
word, toknow his' will andtlefigns towards us, Ihave, 
with lincerity, and in his tear, adhered to this rule, 
I have fought truth in its purity, ^ith Cmplicity of 
heart, without ho0c or lear, of its agreeing or difa« 
greeing, with that cateclufm which I have beeo 
taught to receive in my youth, without fufficient 
examination; well convinced* that it fuch, or fucb 
opinions were true,! ihould find tbcm confirmed tn 

fcripture ; 
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ffitiphire ; li falfe, they would not become true, by >' 
my obflinately perfiftiig to believe tliera wiihout 
txamination ; fo that I had nothing to lofe, or rather* 
Had fevcry thing to gain, by bringing them fiucere- 
Jj to this ted ; fince the only thing of importance 
tame was to fly fromerior, and to.£omc at the AnozjuU 
edge, of the truths . 

And this impariial fiudy of fcripture has been at* < 
tended with great advantage to me. It has confirm* 
ed and eflabiiffaed me in fome of my former opinions, . 
which I have found to be divine truths, and opened 
my eyes upon others, which I have perceived to be 
the ofispring of prejudice and error« . 

It has certainly expofcd me to fome temporal in^ - 
convenience, in the exercife of my ecclefiaflical 
fun£lions ; as, infkadof examining the truth, or falf- 
hood, of my doSrlne, the clergy condemned me to 
lilence ; which, being contrary to the di£lates of my 
coofcience, was followed by my depofition. Thus 
tircumftacced, I was obliged to feek in a foreign 
country that proteftion and independence, which ray 
own rcfufed me. The fuccefs of my endeavors hav- 
ing placed me abcv« the reach of temporal cares, I 
devote the Jeifure with which Providence has blefled 
me, to the intereft of truth, and the benefit, of man- 
kind, adhering fcrupuloufly throughout this work ^ 
to.tbe rules I have laid dowui confulting only reafon 



[ i6 3 

and the word of God* and advancing: aothtog^ but 
what appears to me agreeable to thefe guides ;: cob* 
vinced that, were I to violate this facred obligatiott^ 
I Oiould be guilty oi the mod audacious and crimiaiir 
prevdirication. 

As I difclaim all other author hies, however, ufeful: 
to my fubje£l ; (o I equally renounce all perfoaaV 
controverfy i and confine myiclf entirely to tbc: 
combat between truth and error* 

I mean notho^^^^r bf ikck proteftations- to pre* 
poflefs the world in kvoF of my tenets, I have lai^^ 
down the only rules by which they, muft ftand, ot 
fall ; therefore fetting afide the prejudtces^of eduea* 
tioD, and carefully examining what I. (hall advance, 
let every one judge, and determine for themfelves. 
Whoever proceeds otherwife, can never read with 
advantage, not even ftripture itfelf : but refembles. 
thofe whom St. Piul defcribes, as ever teaming and. 
never able ta come at the knowledge of the truths as 
the mafs of prejudices, from that veil upon the heart, 
with which the fame apo flic reproaches the Jews; 
and v/hich made a learned divine of this century ob- 
(erve, in a latin epigram, on the bible. That it was a 
book where every one fought his opinion s^ and 
where cvtry one found them. This has given oc- 
cafion tothedeift to reproach revelation with.ob- 
fcurity ; whereas the whole of religion, if it may be 
refolved into the defigns oi God towards his crea- 

vaxtv 
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fnrcs.'aml \^hat he requires of them towards the ren-r 
dering them fit obje61s of his favor ; is fufficientijr 
clear to all, who with the docility- of little childrea 
'wiit liften to its^ UiAn)£lioas^«nd obey iu dilates* 

It^ln^^y^^ appear to fotne neceflary, previous to my 
pre/eiit undertaking, that I (hould prove the divine 
authority of that reveSation on which it depeodai* 
£ut.this fubje£l has been fofrequentty,* and fo ably 
treated by aunibers. that I think It needlefs to enter 
upon it again^ any fdrther than its celeftiai origin 
may. be-ueducible by every candid mind, from the ^ 
beeuty, griindeur>and harmony of a defign ; which, 
comprehending fo many ages fince the beginning ot 
the worJd, caniiot be the produflion of an impoftor : 
whicli is a fufficient internal proo£ of its divinity, 

R^h'giop-has,.in..our age, fuftained on every fide » < 
iDi»ltitude ofauacks from difTerent quarters, and un« 
de* every. difguife i which, as they have occaGoned 
thedifcyflion of many important queftions, have led 
tO; an examination favorable to the cauC; of truth* 
The objeftions. of the deitts to chriftianity are of 
two kiads ;, thfe one, levelled, againft its external 
prQotsand documents,, fuch as the miracles, and 
prophecieait contains; the other, relating to its fub<» 
ftancci and attacking its doSrines^whether of tbeory - 
0F.pra6lice. With refpefcl to the former, they have 
beea anfwcred in >a manner thai, has turned to the ^^ 
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advaoUge oi religion : but I am tar from being able 
to Tay as much ok ilie repJtet that have been offered 
in defence of its dofifinea-: here the combataottbaM 
not flood oa e^al grouodt iot its advocate* in viiw 
dicating the dogmas ot religion, have thought tfaens 
felvetf obli^d tomaiauin them^ not in the CmpKcitf 
of holy widt, but as they were taught in differeol 
communions ot chriftiana, and reprefented in the 
crcf ds ot confeffions of their churches ; hence a- 
nnmb^r of obje^onsto which no fatislaflory anfwer 
has ever been given, becaufe on ihofe term* they are^ 
abfolutcly i&fufmountable, fince it is impoflifole to 
make light agree with dsirknefs. To give but one- 
example of thefe triumphant objedions : how can 
it even be made comprehenfible that a Being, infinite- 
ly good, can CA>Qfign the greateft part of his creatures 
over to never ending tormentf ? it is however 
neceflary that thefe obje8ions of the fecond clafs 
fliould be anfwered, and that religion fhould be dif- 
engaged fiom every thing that may tarni(h and ob- 
Icure its luftre. For as long as it fhall prefent a> 
hideous mixture of truth and .error, it cannot carry 
with it that light and evidence, which are neceffary 
lo convince the underftanding, and gain the heart,, 
tut win expofe men to baneful iliufiona, cr>uel 
liottbts and even to the fatal danger of falling aft 
itncth ioto incteMily^ aad ioKligioo^ 
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Wkh refpfft4oth6 forntoftbif wwk| I tm Ml 
Iblicitottsto cloifac it ia the omamenu of fl^werr 
boguag^; fifsylicityY perfpicuity^ and evidence 
iMveever appearedmore attradiye in my eyeft. I 
foafide in the majefty and imporunee of tny fubjeftH 
tpintereft my reader, and captivate his attention^ 
And what fuhje£l can be more foblime than to ex« 
plain iie plan of God. and, kia councils towards man I 
Auguft by its ^^^^^r;. precious and interefling by* 
its objeS ; luminous^and harmonious by the value ^ 
its materials^ and the beauty ojits JlruQuu ; eleva- 
ted and delightful by- its tendency \ and fovereigniy^ 
glorious and marvellous by.^ii^ amazing difficulty of 
its execution^ and by the magnificence! of iti eJftSs, 
Its Author., is He who is infinitely wife, good, and 
powerful ; its objQ. is the univcrfei and final happi- 
nefs of the whole human race, v/ithout exception of 
a fingle individual ; the rich materials that compofe 
i^, are thofe magnificent truths that go hand in hand, 
and^ by a natural conne^lionj form the moft beautiful 
whole that an intelligent being can poflibly Gohtem* 
plate. Its tendency, that of bringing us all to the 
bigheftpertefiion, and the utmoft happinefs of which 
our natures are lufceptible. And the difficulty of its 
exfcution^ and the magnijkence of its effeUs. no other 
Iban rendering the human race, fuch as they have 
ilewn themfelves from the foundation of the world 
to tfie prefent moment ; a race of beings plunged in 
Ihe moft profound- darknefs ;.Io(l in the moU moa^ 
«ftio«s errors ; degraded and tyraunii^ed by l\\e tno^ 



AilbrderTy and^iolent paiTiensr odious by the 
hdrrid "and detellable crimes; unhappy, in 
phyfical and moral ilate, by-aU thefe fourc 
dreadful mifery ; it it nothings lefs^^ than to n 
fuch beii^gsenlightenedi rational and pure in 
fenti«nents; amiable by^ every virtue, excelle 
every a6lion, and chappy by their perfeftion, 
celeAiai ilate^ and above all, by their glorious t 
With God himfelf I Of how littk moment wi! 
mnameots of didion appear to any one con vine 
the importance^ and elevated by tJje dignity o 
fubje£l. • May its divine energy penetrate my I 
and I (hall not fear ot making my labors ufefu 
accep|at4e to the worId« 
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Infitiite GoQdtid& of God^ S^cu 



Gfidts Love, t Jfotm, m & 

JLTis notiieceflaryJa a work of this nitiire, to ^t% 
ier into a complete detail on the exifleDce and per«». 
fe£lioDs of God, aoy farther than as they, enable us . 
to judge with certainty, of his defigns towards us. 
And His infinite goodnefs being the leading princi* 
pie in the creation and government of moral agents, 
i| is to the particular inveftigation of this gpodne&» 
I mean to confine myfelf principally, though I (hall 
touch on His other perfefiionsg nirhen by fo doing I 
can throw light upon my fabjed ; which will be 
divided into three chapters, containing the definition^ 
froofs^ and ccrifiquence' ot the io&oite gj^odnefs of 
Godr 
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CHAP. L. 
DifniHon <f ikt Irfiniu Gdointfi ofVdi^ 

JL HEi infinite goodnefs of Gad is that ctmJiMt dij^f^^ 
tion of his wiUt fy which he dHermines .to hfiezif up^nhm^ 
creatures as miuh happintfs as their natures are capaUt 
of admitting. And here we mud di&ioguifh fo«r* 
^ things, viz, the nature^ the defign^ the duration^ and : 
the effj^Ss of thiis divine benevolence. , And, 

Firfi, In its nature^ it is an invariable difpofidoo, 
a-cooftant, unalterable, ia . a . word, ^an immutabk 
goodnefs... 

Secondly, Iti defign^ to confer good^ nothing but 
good, pure from every mixture of evil, and even all 
peJJibU good \ that is lo fay, all the good that fuch a 
B^ing can^difpenfe, and that the creature, who is'tbe 
ohjeft of it, can receive. 

. Thirdly, Jt% duration^ which is boundlefs as eter- 
nity ; for goodnefs; to be infinite, mail never ceafc 



irom doing all the good it can, and conreqaeHtly ifl 
ao Eternal Being mfift be exerted eternally. 

YounhXyiliseffcffs not only extend io all the in- 
telligent beings oi -the univerfe, but even to all the 
creatures capable of diftingui(hing between pleafure 
and pain, for the divine goodneis< could not be infi- 
nite, if it did not embrace his immenfe family of fen- 
lient« as well as rational beings. >But I (hall here 
only coniider that branch of it, which relates to man ^ 
becaufe it is to human beings, that fcripture calls 
our attention more particularly ; and becaufe it is in- 
€niteiy more important to comprehend the defigns of 
infinite benevolence towards us, whofe duty it is to 
«iake fuitable returns of love, and obedience. 

3ut herean objeRion may be ftarted which mer- 
its examination* May not aH the beings iti^ the uni-- 
^erfe be fo conneded in the general fcheme of divine 
government, which embraces all in one compendious 
*i¥hole, as not to permit the feparating of a part, from 
the general fyftero, in which infinite wifdom may 
■snalce one race oi beings fubfervient to the greater, or 
general .good of the r«ft ? 

That infinite goodnels does, 'and ought to prefers 
^general to a particular advantage, I am ready to al- 
low ; and therefore that he can expofe one, or many 
«^ids creatarcs to a* fconporar j: e ?ily however great, 



t H 3 
iMien It is necMatf to procure the good of a Taperi- 
or number* TbiSt far from beiog incoflGfteat with 
ttie propofition I advance, is agreeable to the nature I 
of intelligent ereatures, and to the happineft corref- 
ponding therewith: as I hope to make it appear, 
that the ftfficritfgs, inflifled for the good of othen, 
will, fooner or later, procure an increafe of happineft 
to the individual who endured them ; fo that in the 
end he will perceive and acknowledge himlelf to be 
a gaio^r. by having thus contributed to the welfare 
of others. 

' But when by a (Iradge fuppeifiuon, which has nol 
the leaft foundation either in the nature of intelH* 
gent beings, or their happinefs, we advance, that the 
infinite or eternal mifery, not of a multitude, but even 
of an individual, mufi take place to procure diegood 
of the re0 ; then it is evident that perfeCl benevo- 
lence can never admit fo horrid a Inethod into his 
plan; becaufe info doing, be muft commit an aft 
of unjufi and partial croehy ; an aCki barbarous anS 
tyrannical in refpefi to one creature, in 6rder to pro- 
cure the happinefs of cithers. No, the Being, infi» 
nitely good, cannot at the fame time be infinitely 
' cruel ; the detefiable reafon of fup^ior ftrength is 
DO argument with him; his goodnefs is true- and 
• genuine, coaf<Df uentiy impartial, and univerfal. He 
poffefles, in the inexfaauflible treafores of bis wifdom 
^%ndjpower» foflktcitHGraPQCi of ieUcity' lor alllifs 

creatures; 
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creatorcf $ without bding reduced to tlie dreadful 
expedient of making fome the viflims of others^ or 
adoptiog means repugnant to the fimpleft ideas of 
goodneTs, and utterly incongruous with thofe we 
ought to entertain of the merciful and kind parent 
of the oniverfe ; who reprefents himfelf to us as ten- 
derly concerned for the happinefs of his children ; 
which St. Paul calls, tke AinJn^/s and love of God 
towmrds men^ or as it is rendered in the original, the 
philanthropy of Qod. Are men miferable ? it is 
termed that infinite xompaffion^ he has for their 
wretcbednefs ; are they irregular and vicious ? it af* 
fumes the titles oijorbcarancejongfuffcring, and pa^ 
tienct i but when by a fincere repentance they turn 
from their iniquity, then, it is bis clemency^ his par* 
don^ his mercy ^ and his grace^ that is extended to- 
wards them. 
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Proofs of the infiniU^oodnefs pJ^Goi. 



A O the proper demorittrating of this important 
and fundamental principle, I mufi eftablifh it on two 
evident proofs, one drawn from reifon, the other 
from fcripttire. 

And in doing this I-fhaH (hew, that it is impol&ble 
to form to OHrfelves jull notions of the adorable 
goodnefs of the governor of the univerfe ; unlefs we 
endeavoor to know his other perfefiions. We muft 
therefore confider Him, firft, as the original caufe Of 
all things ; and fecondlyt deduce from thence, his 
right to the cbara£)er of the heft and mofi excellent 
of Beings, 



If God in the beginning created the heavens and ike 
earth, he muft be the original caufe of the Univerfe ; 
a Being exijling of him/elf from whom all other U* 

ings 
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tfl^i dfrive exjftence : This idea muft naturalJy pre^. 
fent itfelf, when we afcend from the efleQ to the 
caufe, and from this defioition, which is certainly ia* 
cooteftible, we are led, by a necefliiy conclufion, to 
the difcovery^ of all bia- other perieflions. It coq. 
taios two important ideas ; the one relative to the 
imnotr -oi, Ms ozan indcptndint exlfiencei. the other, 
/^ its agency, asihe Creator of^ill other beings. All 
the attributes we difcoverin God muft depend on 
one or other of thefe ideas ; and arife eitber from 
iiis^own- felf-exlilent natur.e,.or belong jto hi& char- 
acter as Creator, it is imppffible to feparate them.-— 
Fbr it God is the fpring and fountain of life, he can- 
not have derived it from any, but in a word, ixifts 
nccejf4xiily. The fame is true of all his atiribates as 
Creator, fuch as he is^ he has ever been, the perfec- 
tions of. his nature are eternal, confequenily exifl nee- 
ij^arily in him ; fo that the Supreme Being is both 
10 his nature, and perfe£lions^ eternal^ independcntp , 
immutable^ and infinite^ . 

Firft, He is eternal, for having received nothing, . 
he cannot poflTibiy fuSer any privation ; and as he 
knew no commencement, he can know no end.-?— 
i am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the endings 
faith the Ltjrd, which is, and which uas, and. which ii to 
CQme^ the Alrmghty^ 

Secondly, His abfolute independence flo'^^ \iottv v\i^ 
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fame premifes, and fcripture every where abomM& 
ivith the moft poluive declarations of this tFUtb.-^ 
Is it anypUaJurc to the Almighty that thou art righttoiu t 
cr is it gain to him^ that thou maktji thy ways ptrJcEt t 

Thirdly, That the M^ft High is tWui/aJ/<f in bit 
being and perfefiions, is equally evident fronar hi& 
independent nature, which precludes «very poffibili« 
ty o£ change \Ht is always the fame ^ the Father- of lights^ 
tfith wham is no variaUau/s^ neither /kadow cf turning. 

fourihly, Ibave advanced that God'in hisnahste^ 
and aiiribuieSt as our Creator ^ isinJiniH^ uncircuoivt 
fcrihed, unlimited. If his perle£lions are imniHta* 
ble, and can neither admit of increafe or diminution^ 
they ane now what they have ever been, and what 
they will be throughout all eternity, infinite. If he^ 
poflelF^s knowledge, it mad pervade all things ; i( 
power, it mud be uncontrouled ;. if goodnefs, it muft 
extend to d//; and will the greateft and moft uni«^ 
verfal happinefs. Such are the fublime ideas conS'*^ 
prehended in nectary exijience^ 

Let us for a moment contemplate this unfathoma^ 
ble, this allonilhing Being, who fitsfupreme, with- 
out rival or competitor; to raife our thoughts to 
Him, is to elevate them to the Being of beings^ the 
fource ot exiflence, or as^he defcribes himfeli, the 
/ AM. Thusjhalt thou fay unto the children of IJrael^ 

i 
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HAM hathjent me unto you ^ But when we turn our • 
eyes upon his creatures, what do wc behold, 'but a 
borro'ved and contingent exiftehce which they hold 
If his grant, which, at the monienrof iheir creation, 
depended upon his will, and which every ioflant is' 
fubjefl to it ? Thustheir prelervation is a continued 
c/eation. Jot in Him tut Luc, and movc^ and have out f 

He is eternal, and we are but ofy^fierday : He is 
independent^ whereas we, anJ all that (urround us, are 
conftantly deriving new fupplies from Him ; expof- 
cdto the lofs- of what we have, and needing new ac- 
quirements.. He is 2;«jww/fl^/<?^ always the fame ; in 
Him is no fucccflion^ no modification, no tranfition 
fnom one condition to another.v He is all that he can 
ever be, whereas his creatures are mutable, con fl ant- 
ly affefted by the obje6U. which .furround them, and 
perpetually pafling through a variety of fituations 
and circumflances. He is. infinite in his cflence and 
ittributes as Creator, unconfined by fpace, or time, 
andi firis immenriiy. The heaven of heavms cannot 
toniain him, and all his glorious and adorable per* 
{^ions, are as uncircumfcr-b^d .as his cffence. — 
Whereas his creatures occupy but a fmall point lo 
fpace, and an inconfiderable pprtion in time ; they 
ppfifefs no quality, but in a degree equally lirTiited 
with their nature ; whatever prpgre(s tliey niay make 
towards pertc£lion; by the befl improvemrnt of their r 
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faculties, to whatever height they may elevate them*- 
felves, their knowJedge. and aSivity will ever rc- 
mam confined within narrow- bouods-; and they will 
fiilJ continue at an infinite diftance from.Hitataki 
JiUs hiaoen and earthy before whom the nations are as a 
dropofthi bucket^ and are<ounted as thefmaUdufi oftha 
laian^e. Al^ nations before Him are as nothings and they 
are counted t§ him lefs than nothing and vanity k To zohom' 
thenr wiUyt liken God^?: or uhat likenejs mil yt compare 
unto him ? ' 

Let us proceed to the fecond idea contained in 
this defiijition^ (hat God is the origin ofcxijlencc t9 
mil inferior beings \ and let us examine what periec«^ 
tions muft refide in Him, as Ct eater of ike univerji* 

The fir ft attribute that flrikes our minds, when w« . 
refle£l on the produflion of the world, is pot&er^ Su 
Paul, fpeaking of /^(f inxn/ibU things of God ^ which 
art clearly feen^ calls our auention to his eternal pom^ 
CTy which, in an infinite Being, muft oi neceffity be- 
infinite, fim fhould we not be difpofed to admit the 
forced this arguniient, there is another more fimpic, 
confcQuently more cvidenl ; drawn from the very 
a3 of creation. To create ! to produce from noth*- 
ing, to give exiRence to what was inanimate I de» 
mondratea without doubt the higheft extent of pow- 
er; and is the noble ft idea we can form ofthat altri- 
bttte in oar Maker. He who made me, who from 

ftothiog' 
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HOtjtbmg caused rac to^pafs into exifteace, can do in^ 
and forme, every thing that is confident with the 
nature and e (Fence he has- conferred upon me.«-> 
Therefore be is- all powerful with refpeQ to me ; this . 
may with equal propriety be faid of all tbe beings 
that compofe the univerfe, aa they are all creatures • 
of his power.. Scripture, when it informs us ihai 
with God all thing fare poJJibU, has no term more em« 
phatioal by which to exprefs his infinite power ; and 
appeals to creation as its incontefiible proof. Ht 
calUth tkofe things tohichbe not, as though. they toere^ By 
the word of tht Lord tutrc the heavens made^ and alt the 
hafts of them by the breath of his mouths For hejpake and 
it zoas done s he commanded .and it Jioodjajt. Hejaid^ 
kt there be light ^ and there was lights 

Norc2^n we admit the irrefiftable and uncontroula* 
ble power of the Creator, without acknowledging at 
the fame time, that it is not a blind principle, which 
produces its efieft in a manner merely phyficaK— 
The fmalleft attention to the beings which comppfe 
the world, is fufficient to difcover indications of tmfi 
dam and defign. Befides, when we behold it peopled 
with intelligent creatures, diftinguiCied hy- knowledge 
and defign, muft it not appear from thence, that he, 
who made them, poffeiTes thefe qualities in a much 
aiore eminent aud fuperior degrjse. Underftand^ ye 

isnUA 



IkutiJK among th:ptopk : Hi that planted the car, fialt^ 
hi not hear ? He thdtprmtd the eye,JhaUhe not Jet f Ht 
that tiach:thman knowledge, Jfiall ht not knew f Wbeoee 
it foTlows, that the divine tnind is infinitelyi inUlHm 
gent, or eodowed with undeTflaadibg And will. Hif 
knowledgj^ estends to all creaturei*. He fees at ome-* 
glance all caufes.aad every rubfeq^ehieffcQ capable 
of refulting froot.them throughout all eternity.. He 
contemplates by a fingW aS that immenie chaio of 
confeq'4ences, .thatcomp.rife all periods paft,.prefant^ . 
and future. Let us auend to the language of (crip- 
tureonthis aftbniOiing fiibjeS. Great is the Lord, 
k's unde'rjld \d\n^ is infihlte. There is nojenrching of bis 
vndorfiandiftg. The Lord Jedrcheih all hearts^ and un^ 
dcrfandfth all the imagination of the thoughts Jam God\ 
and there is none like me^ declaring th: endjrom tin hegin* 
f^rtg, and from antient times, the' things that are not yet' 
done. Kyioton unto Ood areaU his mcorks from the btgif^ 
*^i^g of tht xiiorld, Neiihr is there any creature that is - 
not mamijef in hisf^ht ; but allihings art nakrd and ^pm 
to th^ eye of him^ loith zuhon- Mui have to dtK God is li^ht^' 
and' in Hanis no darknefs. 

Firbm the Orhnifcience of God, we are led to lof* • 
kis infinite toifdom, which confrfts in tonjlantly pr»poJ^ 
ing ihe^hejt andmoft exdlknf end, and employing the mofi 
proper and ejitacious means to obtain it, TbttS His wiM 
beiogtever dircfled by his fupieoie wifdom, can nev- 

ecr 
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Cf Ift any poflBble cafe degenerate itAoJoJicy or €«« 

Pric9. All bis proceedings are the dt6lates and coun* 
&It of his eternal wifdonu The Lord of Hofls it won^ 
derjul in couti/el, and excellent in 'working^ the onlj 
mife God • becaufe every fubordinate degree of wit- 
.iloiD, that created intelligences may pofiers, bears no 
greater proportion to the fountain oi knowledge, 
than a feeble fpark to a cooAdgrated world. Well 
therefore might the infpired apoftle exclaim, when 
contemplating this amazing fubje£l, the depth oj tht 
\9iiigSj iotA 4 th$ mi/dom Md iniftolc^ge ofGcdt 

Having fhewn the infinite power and mfdom of 
the Creator of the univerfe, I come to the con&der- 
ation of his boundlefs goodnefs. Nor will it be dif- 
ficult to eflablith this intereAing propofxtion from the 
theory already laid down. For if his wifdom in de^ 
Jigningis.^ perf e£l fecurity from that verfatillty which 
arifes from ignorance, or caprice ; it is evident he 
can never fport with the happinefs of his creatures, 
and that when He determined to create them, he was 
afiuated by feme motive worthy of Himfelf. Now 
his own advantage, or that of his creatures mull have 
been the end in view. And is it poiTible that a nee* 
$ffarily exiftent^ immutable and infinite Being, who is 
all-fufficienty confequently totally difinterefled in 
all he does, could propofe any benefit to himfelf ? 
01 be infiaetu:ed by any thing but the Codlike fatis- 
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feQion of opening the fouices of blifs, and difpenf^ 
ing to his creatures th^t felicity, thoje rivers 0} pkajnjn 
tDhich Jloxa at hit right hand /orevertnore ? He knows, 
vbat perfe£l'bappibeAf is, and the meifiod of confer'^ 
ring it be ft" adapted to the nature of his creatures*— 
Thus the voice of reafoa loudly proclaims, that owr 
Creator is our Father^ a Father tvhofe bvt uinfinite^ k^ 
camfe his^ooinefs is u^aHetaJklu > 
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Proofs oJtJa injiniu gooirufs of Cod taken from. - 
Scripture^ 

OCRIPTURE here opens a rich and' ab^ndan^ 
field for our contemplation ; no fubjeA is treated 
more repeatedly or emphatically, than that of divine 
goodnefs. The Supreme being is there reprefentcd 
as our F^ihir^ douhtU/s thou art our Father^ though J- 
iraham he ignorant, of us, ajetd JJrael acknoioUdgt vtr noe^ 
thou, O, lord at our Father : and it isby this-tender 
appellation thdit our Saviour encourages us to addrefs 
Him, when he tiys, afur this thanmer ptay ye. Our Jj- 
tber, iffc. He iSvftyJed tk: Father of tncraes, the Lord 
God, merctjul and gracious, iong'/ujiring, and abundant 
ingoodnejt and truth.* The ftrongeft and moft lively 
imjgts are cmphyei to rijprcfcnt this difpofition of 
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i towards os, the richts of his goodnejs and forUwrm 
^ the tender mirdes of our God^ and an a po flic writ- 
to the Eph^fians, prays, that tbiy hting rooted and 
ndid in love, may be able to comprehend zuhat is- the 
dth, and length, and depih^ and 'height thereof. 

tut as It IS not poKTible toTelefl h^re all the paFa*. 
of fcripture that relate to this fubjeQ, I fliall con- 
! rby otifcrvations to three, wMch have always ap- 
red to me expreflive of peculiar energy. The 
k is that in Ifaiah, where God by the mouth of 
prophet expoRuIates with and comforts his peo» 
, Zion/aid^ the Lord hath forfdken mty and my Lord 
h forgotten me. Can a woman forget her Jiickin^ child ^ 
\ Jhe Jhouli not have eompaffion on the/on »fher womb f 
^Jhe maj forget, yet will I not forget thte. The lovc 
1 mother for her infant, is the ftrongeft and mod 
iflant attachment we can conceive, I might fay 

mod univerfal. For where is the animal, how* 
\t weak and timid on other occaGans, that has not 
irage fufficient to defend its young ? and do we 
: conGder with aver Con and horror as a monfler, 
lother who by any other paffion has flifled this 
liment of nature ? But rare as thefe examples are» 

are fometimes called to behold them. They 'may 
get, yet xvill net L Hiar love is thenfuperior to 
\ ftrongeft examples of it among men, it is con. 
ot, it is infinite ; well tbco might the Pfalmift de- 

<Iare 



<1are with an unfhakeD confidence, wken fmyfuiktr md 
my mother /or/akc me^ then the Lord uM take mt up. 

The fecond palTage alluded to, is that in which oiv 
Saviour afcribcs goodnefs in the fuperlative degreei 
to God alone. And bthold one came and /aid unto him^ 
gcod Mafter^ wbatjhall I do to ittherit eternal life t And 
he /aid unto him^ u*hj callejl thou me good f There is nont 
good hut cne^ that is Cod. Here the only begotten 
Son of God, the Saviour^of the world, re/ujes to he cat* 
led good; andexprefsly declares that title to belong 
to God alone. Are we then to conclude from thefe 
remarkable words, that there Is no fuch thing as 
goodnefs among men ; that parents have no love for 
their children, and above a]l« that cur blefled Re- 
deemer was dellitute oi goodnefs, and had no love 
for us ? It cannot be taken by any one in this fenfe. 
For had the Supreme Creator endowed us with a 
nature averfe to the exercife of this celeflial virtue, 
would he ever have made it our duty, or have pro. 
pofed bimfelf as an example for our imitation, com* 
manding us to bemerciful^ as our Father in heaven is 
merciful f And does he not condefcend to borrow 
allufions from the tender tie of paternal affcftions 
whereby to exprefs his own benevolent difpofitions? 
Like as a Father pitkth hit children Jo the Lord piiiah 
them that fear him : from whence it equally follows, 
that the love of parents for their oflFspring ^ not 
void of all goodnefs. Butif we admit this, how much 

snore 
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'more leadily tnuft we acknowledge, that the Sav. 

• iour of the world, He who^ though ht was ruh, yet /cr 
aur Jakes became poor^ that we through his poverty might 
be rich, was poiTefied of goodnefs in an eminent de« 

-gree ? Yet it is the fame Jcfus, tohoje Uvefurpajfeth 
knowItdgCf that fays, why callefi thou me good ^ there is 
n<me good hut one, that is God, What then muft have 
been his meaning, what the fenfe of thefe fublirae 
words 7 Manifefily this : that the goodnefs oi God 
being abfolutely infinite, unlimited and unbounded^ 
can never be compared with the fame quality in his 
creatures, how excellent foeverthey may be, becaufe 
finite can bear no proportion to infinite. It is true 
that ^^ goodnefs and the wijdom of God may refide 
in bis creatures in a limited degree, as they are com- 
municable perfe3ions ; but to pofTefs thefe attributes 
infinitely, belongs to God alone, and is the exclufive 
privilege oi a neceflarily exifient Being. He is caU 
led the only zvi/e God^ in the lame fenfe in which our 
Saviour declares that he alone is good. 

The third quotation I have in view arc thofe words, 
of the diJcipU whom J ejus loved ^ and whofe writings 
breathe fo much of the fpirit of his divine niafter, 
Ht that loveth not^ knozoeth not God, Jor God is love. — 
Sublime, aflfefling charaQer ! Love'and goodnefs are 
then the efTence of his will, the motives of all his ac- 
tions, on which we may with fafety repofe the dear- 
eft intere ft of our fouls ! With refpeft to his divine 
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uitelligence, God is light, and in hint Is no ddrkne/j\ no 
jgncrance, no error ; and in refpeft to his w^V/, He 
is pure and in&aiteIoy&» without any mixture oi ma. 
levolcDce. 

If we admit this* reprefentation oi the chara6ler 
and difpofitions of God towards us» we cannot fup- 
pofe hatred to refide in his nature, becaufe to iay, 
that love hates, is a contradi8ion in terms. The 
author oi the book ot wifdoro, whoever he was. 
fpeaking of the Supreme Being, defcribes him in a 
manner too exalted, and at the fame time too juft, 
to be overlooked. . Speaking of that mercy. zuhUh he 
had upon all. that theyjhould amende he faySi For thou 
lovcfi all the things that are^ and abhorreji nothing which 
thou hajt made ; for never wouldjl thou, have made uiny 
' thing if thou hadfi hated it. 

Thus, if we have any knowledge of God, of his 
chara3er and difpofitions towards us» we mufl ac- 
knowledge that his love is the grand fpring of all he 
has done, or ever will do for us. If we refufe to ad- 
tnltthis, St. John tells us, that tve have notknamn.^ 
him, iox God is love^ and that this amiable difpofi- 
tion alone, which enables us to fee him as he is,-cao 
entitle us to any refembJance to.him. 

Though we have jufl been contemplating fome of 
.the mod flriking expreflions of divine benevolience^ 

>yct 
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jFCt aes k is a truth upon which all religion is found.'" 
ed^ fo interefling in its nature, and fo repeatedly^ 
urged both in the old and new tellament, I (hall not : 
iAt to incur the difpleafure of my reader, by detain- 
inghim a few moments longer on this delighilur ■- 

WHatlWoulA farther propofe on thi:s head, is - 
taken from the gofpel diJjpenfation which difcovers, 
Xhtgood mil of God fo men, his paternal defigas j . 
and in a word, their glorious defliriation to perfeS 
and everlafting felicity ;. this is clearly expreffed by 
tlic apoftle', who fays, that the living God is ths/aviour 
9/ all mtn^ efptcially of thoje that Relieve, and will have all 
men to befated^ and ta come to the.knaulrdge of the truths 
Such are the declarations of His. will, who is called ' 
the Saviour oj all men, and whofe dejigns^ /'wr/^^j, 
and refolutuins, cannot fail ; becaufe infinite wifdom 
fees the beil means to accompUfh them, and infinite 
power enables him to employ them ; thus it is impof- • 
fible his determinations fliou Id he fub verted. But 
had we not this argument drawn from his divine 
perfeflions, wefliould flill have the pofitive aflur- 
ances of fcripture, that the counfel of the Lord en^ 
dureth forever, my counfeljhalljiand and I will do all 
my pleafure, fays the Supreme Jehovah, by the mouth 
of . his prophet Ifaiah. In a word,, it is Him who 
workeih all things after the counfel of his own wilL 
Such is the immutability of his counfel^ and conJ?anc^ - 
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* and immutability Form the firft charftders of infinite 
goodnefs. 

TheeSefloi this divine benevplflf&ee, the bap|»]r'>. 
coafequence that mortals are to derive from it, il. 
falvation ; perfe£l and univerfal falvation ; for this ^ 
is His will^ when he calls himfelt the Saviour of -all 
men. Now falvation is that life, that celeflialhappi- 
nefs wbich the author oi life, and fountaiaoi felicity .< 
lias prepared for his creatures, . and to which he will 
raife tbem all. This immortal and unutterable blif$|\. j 
io worthy of him to be(low,.and of us toafpir&to, . 
v^ill con&fl in the perfeflion of our TquIs, in knowU . 
edge and boline/s, and that of our bodies being raif*'. 
ed incorruptible and glorious,, in the magnificent 
abode and delightful foclety of angels and of the > 
[pints ofjuft men made perfeQ.^ni above, all in our 
communion with the Son of God, our -gracious Re- 
deemer. Finally, in our adniiffion ta the beatific 
vifion of the Supreme Being, who will unite us to. . 
him/elf and make us partakers of his nature^ and . 
Aappinefs; fo ihdXGodwillbe aUin all.^And can we . 
form to ourfelves the idea pf greater happinefs ? are 
our natures fufceptible of more perieiEl, more exalted ? 
felicity, than that of which God himfeJi will be the 
immediate and inexhauiliUe fource ? 

Such is the fhort, but. delightful fketch, of this . 
C&l vation, wbich is to be our inheritance^ the pofleflioa 

to 
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to whtdh God by our Lord Jefus Chrijl has appointed 
aj, and which, as it is prepared for us by Him, muft 
comprehend all defirable goad,— Did I fay, defira. 
ble? it muft contain exceeding, and abundantly more 
than we are able to ajk or think : all the felicity ot 
which our natures are fufceptible»^ and which a Being 
infinitely powerful can confer upon us ; In a word, 
all'that is poflible; Which comprehends the fecond 
cbarafler of infinite goodriefs^viz/adifpofition to 
doalLpoifible good*. . 

We*, come next to confider tht duration of infinite 

gtodutfs^ which is throughout all eternity. Thus the 

Salvation he confers upon us, muft be an eternal Jal^ 

vation J atife.evtrlaftin^^ an immortality ^ an eternal in^ 

keritancc, an inheritance incorrvptible-^ undefiled^ and thai 

Jadeth not away^ rtfernjtd in heaven for us. An inc$r» 

rufrtible crown ; in a word thofe things which are not 

fetn^ and whiih are eternal, whereas*fAtf th:n§s which are 

feen are temporal. \\ then our heavenly Father has 

referved an eternal falvation for us, -in the treafures 

of his munificence, he will foreverbeftow upon us, 

all.poffible good, beoaufe Ifij goodncfs endurethfor. 

ever : and tbus we are come to vhc' third. charaQer ia 

infiiiite goadnefs. s 

Thd foutth and laft is, that''^ is a Jifpofttion etemat- 
fy to confer all pojfible good on all mankind, w':thout eX' 
ception. The paflages above cited are lull of the 
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plaineQ and moft pofitive declarations 4>f this ttuA^ 
it is the language of fevelatioo in almoft every^ page. 
that tie Lord is good mnio atl^ amdi^tkai^his tendffM 
nurp'csare averMkisxuorkit 

Thus I have prpyed that the doArine of reriptore^ 
with refpe£l to our future deftination. evidently de« 
nonftrates, that the goodnefft'of G<bd ir indeed in- 
finite; as I/have diiltn£lly (bewii iroiii*4he declara* 
tion of it, ai His mil, that all men fliouM l»e faved ; 
which nec'eflarily implies all the charaders ot in- 
fi,nite goodoers^ and is perfeSly equivalent with this 
propofitioHi that thirds in tkt Supreme Being f a eon* 
fiant utiU^ to coftfisr all pcffibU good upoH all mankind^ 
throughout all eternity. And does not this exaflly; 
correfpond with the definition of infinite goodntfs^ 
which I gave in the preceding chapter? 

Such has the lather of our Spirits revealed hina- 
fcif to us, in his word: but He has yet another 
method of infirufiion^ more fen fible, more evident^ 
and more univcrfal, than the moft perfca doarine 
could ever, be; and this is our experience: expert- 
ence, when joined, to that revelation which enlight- 
ens ourreafon, places this truth in fo-ftriking a lights 
that it becomes as it were palpable, and is an objeft 
^ our fenfesv 

Thus 
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Thu» wBen revelation proclaimi the promife ot^ 
deriul lite, ia- which the treafurbs ot divide munifi* 
•eoce are difplayed ; it aifo appeiilt to a faS, td the 
moft figaal in {lance of kifiaite go(Klneft, in the giitf 
the precious gift, that God has befiowed upon us in 
his Sob, to call- and to conduft us to happiriefs : 
that our faith, beings founded on ejcperience, may le^d 
m*to plate an unffiaken canfideilce' id all his a(Iiir- 
ances of falvation. . 

Now as this ia€l is appealed tb in proof of the in- 
finite gQodnefs of our Maker, let its exfamine how it 
it evidenced by it. 

The fupreme Creator behdlding the beings he had 
made, and deftined to happineb, wandering in the 
ways of fin, and departing from that celeftial life, 
for the enjoyment ot which they were created ; ap« 
pointed his ^20;! Son to U tht'Saxnour of ike morlck 
And could the Eternal Father beftow^ on us a more 
excellent gih, than Hej wAp is tkc^ image of His own 
invincible Godhead, the Jir^iornof every creature : by 
ukomihe world was made^ Hisjirfi hrn^ ffts^onfy he^ot^ 
ten. His well beloved Jon ^ in tokom^ he dedates hm/eif ioeil 
pieajed, uhb was crowned with glory and happinefs, in the 
i^om of thifaffker^ before the world was 9 

But when He appointed this beloved Son to be 
the deliveres ot4b(e hunao race ; to theaccompliflik. 
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iog of ttiiftendi and the iulfiliing of this divine com* 
niflioD ; He gave him pouttr over oilmen, power to raijt 
them from the dead, and to judge theik : authority io rcigio, 
over them^ ikat he might hring them all to God^ 

But .previoQ&-to the exercife of this mediatorial 
authority, it was necelTary that he (hould. ^come the 
Ughl, of the ^jLorldi and not alone inllruA us .by /bis 
precepts, but fliew us in his perfon, what thofe vir- 
tues were, < which we were enjoined to praQice, in 
order to fit ouifelves to he partakers of this • great faJ* 
vation, Ilct was. therefore not only appointed to be 
the teacher, and deliverer, but the, m^^/ and ^ati^ of 
the human race* 

To' this end the Sort oj God became tbe^^n 'v/man^ 
emptied himfeif and became like to -us, by taking 
with our mortal nature all its infirmities and miferies ; 
and fubmittingrto death.that by his refurreQion, and 
afcenfioD to* heaven, the g1 or ioua -certainty of otic 
future deflination might appeari • 

Now to accoroplifh this, it was ncceffafy that the 
Divine Being fbould give his ,zotU beloved Son to a fin. 
ful^orld; that he {hoy^XAnot Jparehim^ but (hould 
deliver him vp, \Thus we behold our Saviour, inronv 
lormity to the will of his Father, quitting the celef. 
tial abode of divine glory, condefcending to be born 
of a virgin, living anongft.us in a mean and abjeft 

conditioUi 
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eeafiticBiy expoflil la contradiaions, 10 batted, and 
to.aU the cr«el malice of bis enefnies ; l>ecomiag k 
prey to their niachkiations» abaddoaed to their bar- 
baroiu rage, placed i*. the tmk o( a criminal, loaded 
inith reproach and mdigoity, and condemned to the 
moft bitter fuffefings; nailed %o an.tafamous crofa, 
and there expiring in grief and agonf.^. Aad is k . 
tbus^QGod of jufiice ! that thou permitteft thine in* 
Bocent and holy^ Son to bccoHie the viQim of a wick-^ 
cd ^ud corrupt world, a world.of fi^ners, of unjuft ; 
amd craei rebek I O t/u defalk 4tf fkt fkka e/tkt go^S^, 
mtjs and love efGod I how waJtarckdjUe Art kit judgmnti^ , 
umd^ hit. wtgfs poji finding ani. 

Such is die gift which QtxA has bellowed opon as 
in his Son, iuch the firikiDg and ever memorable 
a£l by which he has fignalized his infinite goodnefs . 
to us ; and what goodnefs may we not difcover, what 
evidence may we not draw hrom it ? Two reflcftions 
certainly merit our attention. 

Firft, Which way foever wejurn our thoughts, on . 
tins aftonifhing fubjeft, we behold the traces of in- 
finite goodnefs ; and net the traces only, but the mod : 
refplendent and convincing marks of this amiable, 
this adorable attribute, in the great Author oi our be- 
ing. His gift^ was that of the moft excellent, the 
mod fublime intelligence, and therefore the moft ^ 
lender objefl of his afiedion* Hi gave, him in a qsan- 
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ftCf not lefe farpfizing, He /pared H^ not, but dellv* 
ered hicn up to die upon an jgaominious crois : if we : 
nextconfider 9% whom ht conjtrftd /a. tranfcenient a 
fanr% it was on a whole jace ot men, alienated^ frem 
Him, and enemies in their minds by wicked works. Or if 
we iixra tQ.Jhe purpo/es for tohkk ke gave him, we (hall • 
discover^ that he. was deCgaed to exhibit, evea in his 
death, the moil perfe£l model of all virtucvaod that 
the coirfequepces ot that deaths were 4o be our glori« 
pus4eftinatip9 taa happy, and eternal liie* Nee<L 
we then doubt that our.falvation is hitwUl, and our 
bappinefs his delight^; when ha employs fudh means 
tofecure it ? and after this: wonderful token of -hit 
loTe, with what confidence may we not depend, that \ 
weufhall forever reniiin the happy ebjeQs of his in* 
finite compaffion and love; and that he will deny ut . 
nothing that can contribute, to our everlafting well 
being ? Such is the conclufion that St. Paul derives . 
Irqm his marvellous difpenfation : He that/pared not 
his own Son^ hut delivered bim up for us all^ homjhalltc . 
noi with him, alfo freely give us all things f 

Thus does experience difcover to us the infinite 
love of our Maker ; and how evident foever truths 
founded on reafon may appear, .the inflruQion wc 
receive from experience, brings home to our hearts 
fuch flrongand lively iinpreflions,.tbat we arc una- 
blc.to jefift,the conviaionf. 



^The moft pofitlye declarations, tfa^ mbflrimifftdtate 
! ' ^omifes^ frcrni the. month of God himtclf^ iha^hn 

• ^mll neither leave nor forfake us^ may put traoquility^io* 
- to our minds, becaufe they are the declarations of 

Himi t»fho is no^ a man thatht JliouU -lie^ MQf the Jon of 
man that hejhould repent : yet even thefe, were wedeF- 
tjtuteofall experience oi their truth, could never 
create in our hearts the intimate coirvi6Uoo, the per- 
feft aflurance which only that can -give. 

For could I ever, from thefe deelarations and 
promifes, have inferred, the ineftimable gift of Aich 

' a Saviour ? I might indeed have hoped/ from* the 
principles already eilablilhed, that my Almighty 

■ Father would refufe me nothing which he faw necef* 

• fary to my happinefs ; but* who could prefumeto 

• expeft/wcA things, as eye has notjeen^ nor ear heard^ 

• fuTtly they could never enter into the heart of man 
to conceive ? 

But when to the ^xprefs aflurances, to the moll 
' magnificent promifes of divine goodnefs, we are able 
to add that evident demon flration which arifes from 
the experience of the infinite goodnefs oi God in the 
gift of his Son, what flrength does it not convey to 
them ; a flood of light pours in upon the mind ; the 
whole man lays hold on the delightful truth, by every 
faculty of his foul ; he not only knows, comprehends, 
<aad believes it; butbefeesi contemplates^ tailes» 
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li«art,that hit fitemal' Creator is a fadier iBfinitcdjr 
' kind* 

It is thus eve fs«^ tci^Ud tuith all the fulnefs of God, 
' It was this confideratioir which led St; Paul to ex- 
prefs himfelf with fuch heart-felt eloquence, and fiicb 
ilrength and energy^of language-^/ am ptrjuadtd^ 
fays he, that neither death, nor life, nor angels^ nor prin^ 
tipalities^ nor powers, nor things pre/ent^ nor things to 
tome, nor htighti nor depth, nor any other creature, /hall 
hi aile to feparati us from the love of God, twAfVA is in 
^ Ckrijl y^s wr Lord. 
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CHAP. III. 



Confe^tunces deductd/rom the infinite goodnefs of 
Cod. 



Ai 



^FTER having in the iyro preceding chapters 
explained and proved, the infinite geedne/s of God^ it 
fiiould feem that this foundation of the fyftecn ot his 
government of moral agents was fufficiently known, 
and that I might here terminate the firll part ot this 
work. But this fublime and delightful propofition, 
is a triith too inlerefling to content myfelt with hav- 
ing demonftrated it ; we muft flop and contemplate 
the rooft affeSing objeft that can ever engage our at- 
tention : the Being who made us, and who is good- 
nefs itfelf ; the eternal will^ who is love, and breathes 
nothing but love ! If the pfalmifi faid it was a good 
thtiig, O Moft High! to (hew forth thy loving kind- 
nefs every morning ; how much reafon have we to 
fay it is a good thing to contemplate, to meditate, to 
reflefl upon this inefifable goodnefs ? our minds no 
fooner employ themfelves thus, but our hearts are 
touched) and penetrated, and we are ready to ex- 
£ claim^ 
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claim» O God of lave ! in thy pnfcnu is fulmf^^f 
joy ! 
» 

But it is not only the beauty oi the fubjeEl tb^eit 
detains me, I have another and more important rea- 
fon, which makes it neceHary that I (hould dwell 
upon it ; and this is, that the irifinite goednejs of God i$ 
not known, or what amounts to the fame, that ^t is ill 
knozvn, I fay that to know improperly, or not to kncto^ a- 
mounts to the fame thing. St John does not fay, he 
that loveth not, has improperly kmiun Ged^- but, he that 
Joveth not has not kncwn Him. 

And here I perceive that many of my readers witf 
be alarmed at the apparent injuftice of the accufatioD» 
and afk how this complaint can be made among 
Chriftians, when there is not a feft, a fingle. com- 
munion among them, which does not proiefs to be- 
lieve the infinite goodnefs of God ? Is there a divine, 
of what denomination foever, who does not acknowl- 
edge and exprefsly teach this truth ? is there even 
•an individual in Chriftendom who does not proiefs 
ii ; infomuch that the epithet ot a good God is in the 
mouth of every one ? To all tfcis I agree ; mankind 
acknowledge and profefs to believe the infinite good- 
-nefs ot God> it is preached, it is taught^ and notwith- 
^flanding all thiS} it is not known. 

'But it is neceffary jierc to explain what I advancct 

act 
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Dot only to make the propriety of this chapter ap- 
pear, but of the whole of this trcatife. For why 
vrite to explain and eftablifh a truth already known 
to all, and which no one coiitcfts? 

I fay then firtl, that the goodnefs of God is not 
known to all (uch as attribute to Him a will, and 
aSions, abfolutely incompatible therewith, and 
which can only belong to infinite malevolence and 
cruelty. . 

Secondly, it is not known to thofe, who have 
doubis, difficulties, and obje£lions concerning it. 

Thirdly, it is not kn.own to all luch, as have not 
lor the Supreme Being, for his providence and for 
his la'vs, the feniiments which infinite goodnefs de« 
ferves ; for his providence and his laws, are no oth- 
er than his peifejEl and gracious will. 

And when tried by thele rules, how many will be ^ 
found who know thee not, O merciful God ! how 
many labour under the dreadful misfortune of mif- 
conceiving thy adorable goodnefs, through the means 
of prejudice, ignorance, or paflion ! Lord, lift thou 
up the light of thy countenance upon them ! 

Since fuch is the cafe, it was necefTary to deter- 
nupe the precife idea, and tp demonftraic Ae v^iV^ft. 
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certainty of this truth, as I have done hitherto ; but 
this is not enough ; I therefore devote this chapter to 
the enumeration of the principal confequence& 
^hich flow from the infinite goodnefs ot God^ 
urhich will in the firft place, entirely refine it from 
the drofs of error, which has corrupted, and evea 
totally dellroyed our ideas ot it. 

Secondly, reconcile it with every appcaraneCy 
with every event in Ae courfe of nature, with every 
difpenfation of Providence} which may feem incon- 
tradi£lion to it. 

Thirdly, (hew what are the fentiments which the 
knowledge ot the infinite goodnefs of God infalli-^ 
bly produces in the heart, when the mind is rightly 
informed, and thoroughly convinced of it. 

This chapter will be divided into two feflions ; 
the firft of which will contain the confequences re« 
Ipefting the theory ; and the fecond, the praflical 
confequences to be derived from it. 



SECT. 
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S E C T. I., 

A. HE firft confequence refuhingUomlA^ infinite 
^opdnefs ofGocL^ is its incompnhtnfihilxty^ or in other 
vords, the utter impoISbility of any finite creature 
ever comprehending the extent oi this attribute, ai 
poflefled by the fupr^eme Being. ^ 

And this muft appear with the cleareft evidence ; 
for as this perfeflion is conftantly employed in doing 
all the good that is poiEble, we muft in order to 
comprehend it know all the good which every crea- 
ture is, and will ever be capable of receiving ; we 
muft be ignorant of none ol the works of our Mak- 
er, niuH know the whole univerfe as He does, mcft 
know God Himfelf ; and this is to -advance, that 
our knowledge muft be infinite. Thus it is evident 
that the infinite good nefs ol God is incomprehenfi-. 
ble by us; becaufe we. can never pofl^cfs infinite, 
knowledge. 

Befides, we fee that this attributeis conneEled.with < 
his wifdora and power : thus when we fay that his. 
goodnefs is incomprehenfible, it is equal to faying 
that all the attributes of our Creator are infinite, andt 
E2 \^^^V 
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that He Himfelf far exceeds the limits of our under- 
Handing. Canji thou by fear eking find out God ? canfi 
thou find out the Almighty to petJcBion f It is high at 
heaven, what canfi thou do ? deeper than hcU, what canfi 
thou knotu ? 

But here fome will fay» if the goodnefs of God is 
rocompreheRfible to us, becaufe it is infinite, have 
we notjuft reafon to fear that all refearches intoh 
will he vain, and all our arguments, uncertain con- 
je^ures ? (hall the limited powers of man, his weak 
and Ihort fighted reafon, prefume to advance any 
thing on a fabjeB fo dark, and iitipenetrab!^ ; and 
muft not all the arguments of his feeble reafon be un- 
certain and rafh, it not abfolutely falfe ? How then 
are we to argue on an incomprehenfible fubjeft ? 

Such are the declamations I have often heard, and 
fometimes even read. For when men will not ad- 
mit the confequences that follow from the infinite 
goodnefs of their Maker, they think to avoid them 
by taking refuge in its unfearchable nature ; and de- 
claim on the darknefs, the weaknefs, and temerity of 
human reafon. 

Le^ us for a moment examine what that faculty is, 
which we hear fo often cen fared. It is true that it 
is originally covered with profound darknefs ; but it 
is alio true, that it is the mean by which we may ac- 
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quire light, and iiat^ in aa endlefs progrd&oa. It is 
true that in its fir ft dawn k is weak and feeble; but 
it is not lefs fo» that it acquires ftrength by exercifeg 
and that the more it is exerted, the more vigorous it 
becomes. This reafon, however obTcure and fee^ 
ble in its origin, is neverthelefs tbe grand mark of 
diftinQion between ya» and the brute creation ; it ia 
the faculty by which we are rendered capable of 
contemplating and refembling in any degree, the in- 
finitely perfefl God ; in a word, therein can only 
confiA His image fiamped upon man. Reafon is the 
excellence, the perte£tion, the dignity of human na- 
ture ; and God addrefies bimfeli to it, in nature, and 
in revelation.^ He, who made us ior happinefs, de- 
termined to raife us from the dreadful wretchednefs 
of ignorance and fin, to perfe£lion and felicity ; and 
to accomplilh this end he gives us the means of de- 
velopiog, of exercifing, of fortifying, and of enlight- 
ening it by tlie knowledge of the truth. Ah I let 
tts then venerate our reafon* Let us beware of vili- 
fying and degrading this candle of the Lord, in which 
confifts the honour, and glory of our nature. Let 
us fear to follow our prejudices and paffions, fince 
it is they that render us culpable and wretched' ; and 
let us remember that we (hall never be perfeft and 
happy, till our reafon fhall have acquired an abfo- 
lute, and habitual empire, over our feniiments and 
conduQ ; that is, till we are truly rational. 

I 



I'folicit my readers to pardon this digreffion in fa- 
Your of human reafon, which ' I ' confider neceflary, 
fihce, under the pretext that the goodnefs of God ii 
incomprehenfibte, the ignorance and weaknefs of 
reafon have been exaggerated to fuch a degree, that 
fome might be tempted to infer, that it was a treach- 
erous and dangerous guide. It* was therefore requi- 
fite to explain, how tar- it might be deemed weak' 
and impertefl, -without prejudice to the excellence 
and dignity of this valuable faculty. 

Let us- now take up the queftion, How we are tcr 
reafon on an incomprebenGble fubje6t ? Now when' 
we fay that the divine goodnefs is -unfearchable, we 
do not mean that the fubjefl is fo dark.^and impene«« 
trable, that we can form no ideas of i< ; that wecan-^ 
not comprehend what goodnefs is ; and that we do* 
not perceive with the cleared evidence, that the Su^ 
preme Being is infinitely good< This would be a 
very la^fe and abfurd conclufion, and what the-two* 
precluding /Chapters are intended to overthrow ; we 
mean therefore to exprefs, that In the extent of di- 
vine goodnefs. there is, and will ever remain, infi- 
nitely more than we can compiehend ; and thus, that 
the fublimeft idccis we can form, will continue at an 
infinite diftance from the reality of that, attribute in 
our Maker. We mean alfo to fignily, that we can 
never afcribe more goodnefs to God than he poflefles, 
or exceed its bounds in our cxpeflaiions of happi« 

nefs 
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ne& ifomr it. We cannot indeed determine thft- 
time,, and manner, in which infinite wifdom may £Bt* 
fit to difpenfe hu blei&ogs ; . becaule our knowledge 
ii finite : but we may with certainty affirm with the 
Apofile, iAat he is able to do exicetdingly and abunm 
danify more for us^ ikon wc can ajk or tiiid. 

Lafily when we lay that the iafinite goodne&ofi 
God is incomprehenfible, we mean thae ife ia inex-^ 
kdiu/kile with refpe3 to ua^ and that our progrels Uk 
the knowledge of it will laft fortvtt i for in- the 
nchesot His loveconfift thofe ritfers ofplea/kro^ 
ofzukickki mtlcauje us to- drink. This ia^ the true 
aAd interefling fignifisacion of the term; and firft: 
confeqttence, that the infinite goodnefs-^ &odts iff- 
iomprehenfihle. 

The fecond contains, the abfdnto impejfibtlity. of 
there bang any thing in the Supreme Mind contrary 
toMs infinite gocdntfs^ This truth is fo apparent, 
thai many o£ my readers may call it a felf evident 
propofitton ; as if I wcr< to fay, that it is impoJfiUe 
for a thing to Be; and. not to be at the fame time. And 
fet evident as. it certaifniy is, its difcuf&on is both im^ . 
portant and neceflaiy, and wifl take up a confidera-^ 
bit portion of this chapter. For^ 

Though mankind admit the infinite goodnefs of 
God, they neveatbdela obftinately pcrfift in attribu- 
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ting to Hitn defigns and aElions, abfolutely in 
patible with its -^ery nature ; and which can 
belong to infinite cruelty* To give colour tc 
it was neceflary to feek in G6d certain qualities 
attributes, which might ferve as a foundation toi 
a will, and for fuch ^ftions. Thus they have 
hold on His incomprehenfibility^ which they 
to his goodnefs iii fuch a manner, as forbids an; 
clofiV)ns to be drawn withqut temerity. But ] 
already combated this fophiftical reafoning. 
have alio oppofed to the goodnefs oi God, His 
tyt by which he is free to do or not to do good 
is, free to be, or not to be good. They have 
His holine/Si by which- he holds the wicked in 
adQminatipn,. that infiead of being the obje6ls 
goodnefs and love, they are the unhappy vift 
His difpleafurc and hatred. They have difcc 
thejujiice o/Godrihai punitiz^e ^Miiict, as they < 
which has fuch a decided fuperiority over his 
nefs, though both are infinite, that it obh'ges I 
infliCl on the wicked a punifhment infinite in 
lion. They havedefined the authority oj God 
an abfolute right in Him to difppfe of his ere 
at hispleafure, withoutanyxegard to their hapj 
and cpnfequently. without confulting his goo 
His maj^fty alfo, by which they have det^rr 
the rainuteft fin to deferve infinite puniftment 
aaufe committed again ft infinite majefty. 
have found His glory ^ to be the fuprcrae ei 
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I which all'thLngs were created, and which He will 
1 difpiay in the infinite miferyof the reprobate, in^iu 
-re£k oppofition to His infinite -goodaeft. 

Coafider how many things 'have been found in 
' God, which are contrary to his goodnefs, fince they 
prevent its exertion ! how many formidable barriers 
•are raifed to flop the current of divine benignity in 
ittctemaFcourfe ! May -we not with reafon appre« 
iiend left the fentiments arifingf from its influence up. 
on our hearts (hou4d entirely efcape us ? But thofe 
ivho have perul^d the preceding chapter, haveaU 
ready feen, on what firm foundations divine benev- 
olence flands. i proceed therefore to (hew, with 
dl imaginable evidence, thai it is abfobittly impojfi^ 
He that there Jhould exijl any thing in God, contrary 
iohis infinite goodnefs. 

How then I may it be (aid, will you, in order to 
vindicate the goodnefs of God, aflert, that He is 
ncither/r<?<f, nor holy^ nor juji^ that he poflefTes nei- 
ther authority, nor majejly, nor glory ? 

On the contrary, I fhall prove that thefe are fo ma- 
ny divine attributes, which he^ pofTefTes in an infi- 
nitely perfect meafure, becaufe he is infinitely good ; 
and thus, that his other petfeftions, inflead of oppof- 
ing, agree and confpire eternally to (hed happinefs 
und pcrfcClion throughout the univerfct 
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'Bat before I examine tfaefe perfe£lions Teparatety, 
it will be proper juft to caft an eijre back upon our 
fccond confequenc5«, which affferts ike imp^ffibility (f 
there being in God any thing in contradiSion to his 
if^nitegoodnefs^ and k> difcover Afrby this is impof- 
^ble? 

Becaufie it is impoffibk, ihat the lame Being can 
be infinitely good, and ityfinitely evil. :For as M 
the attributes of the I>ef ty are infinite^ fliat which is 
oppofed to good, being evil, tnuH: be itffinite evil ; 
and this furely is as impoflible, as it is bcrrrid and 
blafphemoua* 

Now the g^and ufe, the confeiquence til this itnpdr. 
tant truth, is the affurance it gives me, 'that, what« 
ever afpeQ prefent appearances may wear, nothing 
can exift in God contrary to his goodnefs. Subtile 
andlbfirafi metaphryfical quellions, on the liberty, 
the holincfs, the juftice, the authority, the najefiy, 
and glory of God, may embarrafs me for a whilc-j; 
but they will never (hdke thiscapiul, this fundamen- 
tal truth ; and I (hall aniwcr them ^S the blind man |i 
did the Pbarifees concerning Jefus, when they ftid, 
give God the praife ; we know that this man is ajin^ 
ner. He anjii/ered und/aid, whether he be afinner or 
not, I know not, one thing 1 know ^ that whereas -I was 

I3ut 
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But let us fee what thefe perfeftions are that are 
fuppofcd -to differ from goodnefs. As creator and 
governor of the W9rld, the Deity can exert but three 
perfeflions, knowledge, goodnefs, and jpower : by 
his infinite wifdom he can always dillinguiih what is 
bell to be done : His infinite goodnefs will ever lead 
him to prefer the greateft good ; and His power will 
enable him to execute his will : from whence it fol- 
lows, that the reft of his perfeflions, though ihey bear 
difi^srent names, can be only branches of fome one 
of thefe, or the refult of their diverfe combinations ; 
and that in either of thefe cafes there can be nothing 
in God averfe to his infinite goodnefs. 

At firft let us confider Divim liberty^ which is a 
negative perfeftion, confiding in a ptrjta exemption 
from allconjiraint, zahUhir external or internal. In con- 
fequence of this liberty, God may be faid to do tohat^ 
foever he zoillf^ and He wills whatever is beft : thus 
being exempt from all conflraint from internal or ex- 
ternal caufes. He is independent, and His aflions 
are the refult of His choice : Many are the declara- 
tions oi fcripture expreflive of this divine liberty. 
Whatfoever the Lord pkafed^ that did He in heaven and 
in earth. My coun/el Jhall fiand^ and I will do all my 
pUaJure^ faith the. Lord. He executeth all things after 
the CQunfcl of his own wiU^ for aho hath rejijied His 
mil ? 

F ^ But 
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But fecondly, if fuch is the perfefl liberty of G«d, 
how can it ever fiand oppofed to his gdodnefs ? alas I 
only by fuppofing it, what it is not, nor ever can be. 
For under pretence ot exalting the liberty of God, 
He is fuppofed free to determine for, or again fi| in 
the affirmative, or the negative ; independent of the 
motives which his infinite wifdoni may prefent ; aod 
free to will, or not to will, or even— {hall I venture 
to complete this horrid propofition ? or even to ^u^iU 
with equal indiflFerence, good or evil. And is this 
then the infinite liberty oi our Creator ? would it in 
your eftimationbe an amiable, and glorious perfec- 
tion, equally to unll the happinefs or mifery oi His 
creatures ; indifcriminately to love, or hate them ; 
and t0:decide indifferently for good or evil ? and is 
it poflible that prejudice can fo far blind many whofe 
minds are in other refpe£)s intelligent and upright ? 
But alas ! fuch is its baneful influence I The neceffi.* 
ly of defending a do61rine which they venerate, how- 
ever horrid, becaufe ihey believe it revealed in the 
word of God : this tiecefTity leads men to hold a 
language, the fehfe of which is revolting ; contrary 
to the natural diftates of their heart ; and which they 
have in a thoufand in (lances contradifted, when they 
only meant to exprefs the fimple and natural ideas, 
of the adorable goodnefs of the" Lord. 

^But let us turn from this dreadful phantom, raifed 
•by Ignorance and prejudice, and confider the libcfiy 

Of 
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of the Divine will, as the determinations of defign^ 
and choice, from motives worthy of Him ; and 
which his infinite wifdom can never be at a lofs to 
fuggeft. Thence Hijs infinite goodnefs muft renaain 
unaherably, and immutably the fame throughout 
endlefs ages. His eflence is goodnefs and love, He 
cannot ajEl contrary to his nature, or deny Himfclf. 

W Let us reje£l with horror all fuch erroneous opin« 
ions of Divine liberty, as deflroy every idea of His 
goodnefs; and let us refolve it, into that abfolute 
prerogaitive, which God alone can poffefs, of execute 
ing every purpofe of His will without conftraint 
Irom external,, or internal caufes. This is. per f eft, . 
and infinite liberty ; a liberty, which, far from op- - 
ppfing goodnefs, will eofure its eternal exercife. 

The holinefs of Go J ^ far from king aver/c to his good^ - 
nj/j, is itjelf a capital branch re/ulting from tV. . 

The word hoHneJs is made ufe of in fcripture to ex- 
prefs the moral perJeBion of an intelligent nature : and 
all. will allow that excellence to confift in the perjcc^ 
iion of the mil. Thus, is the Supreme Being called 
ihriu holy^ becaufe His will is fovereignly good and 
perfiH. Now this perfeft holinefs of God evidently 
refults, from his perfeft goodnefs already eftablifhed. 
I ihajl not therefore go over thefe proofs* again, but 
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concIuJe that if holinefs confills in the perfe£lionof 
the will, the Supreme Being muft be moft holy, be. 
caufe He is infinitely good. 

Such is the bqlinefs of God with refpe£l to him- i 
felf : view it in relation to His creatures ; it coniifls 
in a difpofition invafiably to wU their moral pcrjcdion^ 
or in other words, to defire the grtattji pcr/gQions of 
€ur zvilis. In conformity to this, He commands us 
to Uve Him with all our hearts^ who is fupremely pei- 
fe£l; and to love our neighbor as ourfelves ; to the 
end that our will may partake of that perfe£lioD, 
which refides invariably in His." This is the fum- 
inary of all the divine laws, which he requires us to 
obey, becaufe He wills our utmoft perfe£lioD. — 
Agreeable to this He declares, that His will is our 
Jandjjicatien, He commands us to tend towards per* 
feclion^ to be pnte^ as He is pure j holy^ as he is holy a 
perftSl^ as he is perfcB ; merciful ^ as He is merciful; in 
a zvotd, to he imitators ej Him as dear children. 

From this difpofition in the Deity, to advance the 
moral perjeff ion of his creatures, muft refult His hatred 
to moral evil; fin is that will in us, which is in oppoji' 
Hon to the law, and contrary to the love of God, and 
our neighbor : it is the imperfe6lion, the depravity, 
the wickedncfs of our wills. As furcly then as God 
by his holinefs de fires the perfeftion of our wills, fo 
Cureiy mull He condemn, and deteil in us the impu- 
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rity of vice ; He hates it-, with a perfed hatred. He has . 
it in abomination, He is its implacable enemy, and 
He will purfue and combat it, as long as we are in- 
fefted by it. He declares that nothing unclean Jhall 
enter into His holy city : that tuithout holinejs no one Jhall 
Je€ihe Lord. ; that Ht is of purer eyesy than to behold ini'^ 
£U/ty ; and that thtre is no peace to the wicked^ 

Soch is the nature of Divlae hormefs as> it relates i 
to; us. Thepfalmift had the fame idea, when he faid, , 
*i4(M4, Lord^ lovejt righteoujnefs^ and hatefi iniquity^ . 
Thence the freq^uent exhortations in fcripture to hatg 
and. Jly from evil^ to love and. to do good* Thus far all ^ 
maakind are agreed, and no one will deny this to be - 
aiuft idea of the hoHnefs of the Deity, 

But here. begins the difUnftion. Thofe who op-» - 
pqfe bolinefsto.goodnefs,. by their definition make ^ 
it fo tormidable an. obftacle,. that,: infinite as that 
.goodner3 is, it becomes checked andconquered. For 
under pretext that ihe holinefs of God coofifts in arv - 
infiaite hatred of, fin, they draw this horrid conclu- 
fion, that He hates the ohftinate.and wicked offend- 
er, with an infinite and implacable hatred ; fuch a > 
hatred as will, by its effefls, configathem over to in<. - 
finite and elernal mifery. 

How injurious to the holinefs of the Alrhighty.^ • 
Being is an idea, fo contrary to goodnefs, which \ 



converts holinefs into cruelty. But if the obje6l is 
painful, it is happy to refleft with what cafe it may 
be removed, to give place to that more juft and cona- 
lorting idea, tHat the infinite and implacable hatred of 
God to fin ^proceeds from his infinite love of the Jin tier ^ 
thus, He is infinitely holy, becaufe infinitely good ; and 
thus is his holinefs a branch of his divine and infinite 
goodnefs. 

The opinion I am about to combat, that God hates 
ike wicked^ is as univerfdl, as it is pernicious, and re- 
voliing. We are naturally inclined to the belief m 
which we are educated, and one of the firft ideas the 
infant mind receives is that of eternal fufFerings 
which divine vengeance will infliift on the wicked* 
When our underftandings, though naturally juft 
and confident, have once admitted this propofition 
as an indifputable truth, it is natural that we fhould 
fee in the Supreme Being an infinite hatred to the 
finner, becaufe it is a hatred forever implacable. 
We next proceed to fearch tor the reafon on which 
this implacable hatred is founded, and conclude it 
tnuK arife from the infinite holinefs of our Maker. 
And no fooncr do we admit this ftranjge propofition 
tlran it leads us imperceptibly to aflfociate the moft 
oppofite and moft incompatTble ideas, and thus we 
leafon : It is true that God is infinitely good, but it 
is not lefs true, that He is infinitely holy, and thence 
viles that hatred and deteftation o! finners which 

wiU 
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Will end ID his infliCling eternal torments upon them* 
Thus does the intiodu3ion of one error corrupt and 
perv£rt4he moft fublime tri^ths, and place the adora* 
ble pexk^ons of the Deity in oppo&tion with each 
other, by aflerting that a being fupremely good, will 
neverthelefs deal with his offending creatures, as if 
he were infinitely cruel. Behold the deplorable ef- 
feds of prejudice ! but above all, fee whither it leads : 
how deep calUth unto dttp^ and how one error draws 
after it a multitude oi others. Our reafon no fooner 
deviates from the right way, by the admiffion of a 
falfe principle, than every fiep it takes leads tarther 
jrom ihi knowledge of tht truth. 

But farther. Thofe who make the holinefs of God 
to confifl in His hatred ot the finner, have another 
method of eUabliChiDg their theory. They produce 
from fcripture many paffages in proof of it ; thus 
the plalmift fays, Tkou kafeji all the works of iniquity^ 
tht Lord will ahhor the bloody and deceitful man j and 
Jehovah fpeaking by the month of Mofes declares, 
if the Ifraelites are. difobedient His Joul wottld abhor 
ihtm. And again by the prophet Jeremiah, ^^-y hcri^ 
tage truth out again fi mc^ therefore hanjt I hated it. 

As thefe quotations are taken from fcripture, they 
will afford us a very ufefu! ^nd interefting difcuflion, 
on what tht divine oracles relate^ rcfpefting the ^'enti» 
Mints of Cod towards fiuhers : and this will greatly 

contribute 
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contribatc to confirm what I have already advanced- 
on the fubje£l of infinite faolinefsi and farther ferve 
as-an iUuftrtous example' of that great truth contain^ 
ed \n my preliminary difcourfe, thdt God in his m/ord ; 
addrejet Hiwijdf to ^ur rtajon^ '. 

Stece fcripture declares, that God hates the zuicked; 
there muR be a fenfe in which it can be aflerted WitK 
truth, but that fenfe' maft ialfo perte3ly agree with 
His infinite love for them, or the Divine word woulct 
be in contradiction with itfelt; and with reafon, and 
thereby lofe the evidence of its authenticity, as thcS 
word ot God. I (hall-thcfrefore* proceed to (hew- 
with all imaginable evidepce, and to prove from 
fcripture; that there is on$ Jenfe in which He may hejdid 
to hatefinners^ though^^there is another in which it is true 
that He loves them injimtelj, or even, that it is true in 
one fenfe, that G6d has an infinite hatred to the 
wicked, bccaufein another fedfe He loves thearia* 
finitely, 

Irf fcripture, as weB as in the ufe of familiar lan- 
guage, the terms -love and Jiate^ hxfre two different 
meanings annexed to them ; by one of thefe mean- 
ings, which mufl always relate to ohjefts and never 
to things, to love, or to hale ar\y one, figtiifies fincere' 
fy to dejire or to will their happiuefs^er mifcry. In this 
fenfe it is not neceffafy in order to our being belov- 
ed^ that wc.lhould \5t io a ftan: of aSuai perfeaion ; 

but , 
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but alon^ that we fliould be capable of a progrefs 
towards it ; for then our natures are at leaQ amiable. 
In this fenfe it is that the Supreme Being loves the 
whole race of men without any exception, or diS!;r- 
ence. He deGres eternally and invariably their 
greatefi good, and in this fenfe hateth nothing tJiat He 
hath made^ becaufe be can never will the final and 
eternal mifery of any creature. But if the reader is 
not convinced of this, kt biro turn to the preceding 
chapter, where I have demonfirated the infinity oi 
Divine goodnefs. 

But the terms love and hate^ have yet another fenfe 
applied to them, which relates indifferently to per« 
fons and things, and in this fenfe to love any one, is 
to take pleafure in him as in an obje£l that is amiable 
and agreeable, in whofe fociety and intercourfe we 
take delight* To hate alfo in this fenfe, is to be dif- 
pleafed with the objeft, to regard it as odious, and to 
teel in its fociety nothing but averfion and difguft. 
In this fenfe alfo it may juftly be faid of the Su- 
preme Being, that he loves the righteous, and hates 
the wicked. He beholds in the upright, that attach* 
mcnt to virtue, that fincfreand univerfal contormi- 
ty ot their wills to His, which is fo pleafing in His 
fight ; and in confeqpence ot this virtue, this fincer- 
ity, this fubmiffion. He loves them with complacence 
and delight. On the contrary, He beholds in their 
vicious courfesi their conltant, and ohAinate oppo-- 

fition 
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fition to His will, their propenfity to moral diford^r» . 
and that refiftance to His government which is f6 
odious in his fight, and hates them with a hatred of 
condemnation and averfion. Thus He delights m 
conferring the tokens ot His favor and approbation 
on the one ; while the other will experience the e& 
fe6ls of His difpleafure in His rigour, and feveritjr. 
F9r the tyts of tht Lord art upon the righteous^ and his 
tars are open unto their cry ; hut the face of the Lord is 
againfi ihenir that da tvil^io cut oj the rememiranee of thm ^ 
from the earthy 

Alter the cxpofifion here given of the two differ-, 
ent fenfes applied to the terms love and hate^ it will . 
appear very poffible. that the fame individual may 
be an objeft of love in the fif ft fenfe,' and of hatred : 
in the fecond. As a wife and good parent laments , 
over the irregularities of a difobedient fon, yet loves 
him tenderly, inafmuch as he ardently defires his ^ 
happinefs ! but the more tenderly he loves him ia . 
this fenfe, tfie more will he hate and deteft the odious . 
ilate in which bis diforder and vice has placed him. 
Thus It is with our heavenly Father. He loves thfc 
iranfgreffcir, inafmuch as He fmcerely defires hfs , 
greateft happinefs ; but He hates hiha in that horrid 
flate where his firts have placed him. 

As the fecond meaning of the term haie is equally- 
applicable to pcifons or things j the hatred of God 

for. 
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for finners is exafclly limilar to his- hatred of -fin, and 
thus the author oi the book of wifdom declares^ 
that the ungodly and his ungodlinefs^ art bothalike 
hateful unto God ; for the expreflion hate being here 
equally applied to the finner and the fin^ cannot be 
underllood in the firft fenfe. which can only relate 
toperfons, and never to things. BeGdes, could the 
fame author if he had meant by hatred, the defire of 
mifery to the obje3, have declared in thofe beauti- 
1h1 words already quoted, and which I repeat with fo 
much pleoilxxrci that th&Lord lovethall the things that 
are^and aihorreth nothing -which he hath made, for 
never would He have made any things ij He had hat- 
td it. 

It is therefore in the fecond fenfe, that the word 
hate is to be underflood, in the three paflages above 
cited. But to make it appear yet more evident, let 
us examine more clofeiy the declaration of the pfalm- 
ift, where we (hall fee this fecond fenfe clearly 
pointed out, by the verfe preceding that, in wbidh 
the hatred of God for the wicked is exprefled.-— 
Ftn" thou art not a Godithat hath pkafure in tvickednefs^ 
neither Jhall evil dwell toith^thee : thejodlijkjhallnotjtand 
in*thyjight : ihou hatejl "all the workers of iniquity. -^ 
Thoujhalt dtjiroy thtm that /peak ties r the Lord will d^^ 
hor the bloody and deceitful man» 

With refpefi to oae of thofe paflages, where the 

hatred 
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faatred of God is declared againft the rebellious lU 
raelrtes, I requcft my reader to perufe the twenty « 
fixth chapter of Leviticus, whence it i$ taken, from 
the fourteenth verfe to the end ; as it is Iingularly 
cxpreffive ofih^ ways of God towards Jinners^ and in 
it will be found thofe two fublime, and eternal truths, 
exprefled in the nioft lively and flriking manner : 
the firft» that God is the implacable enemy of (in, 
and thai He purfues and combats it to the utmofl in 
the (inner ; which is ^declared moft forcibly from 
the fourteenth to the thirty^igbth verfe. The fec« 
ond, not lefs evident in the feven following verfes is, 
that when the feverities of the Almighty have pro- 
duced their efie6l, by conquering the obflinacy, and 
refiflance of the wicked-; when finners repent, and 
confefs their iniquity, that thnr hearts are humtUd^ 
and that they accept of the punijhment of their iniquity 2 
then the Lord remembers them ^ n,iU not caji them ateay^ 
neither abhors them, to dejlroy them utterly, and to break 
his covenant toith them, but nill/br their Jakes remember 
the covenant oj their ancejors ; that is^ receive them in- 
to favour, and return to blejs them. The hatred there- 
fore of God for the finner is fuch as correSs and 
brings them back to Himfelt, fometimes, and if need 
/'^ by the moft terrible, but at the fame time the moft 
falutary chaftifements. 

It is no fmall thing no doubt to ha^^e proved, that 
what fcripture fays of the haired of God for finncrs, 

relates 
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l»ltfles onty to the difplcafurc which their ftate of re- 
bcilton excites : but I will go farther, and prove 
hmn fcripturc alfo, that the Supreme Father of man- 
4ind wills the eternal bappinefs bt the wicked, and 
thus, in the firS feijfe, applied to the term love, loves 
them ia^nitely. 

Let us firft contider thofe merciful declarations 
which relate to the falvation of all men, confequent. 
}y of that of the finner. It God wills that all men 
ihoold be faved, it manrfeflly includes the finner; 
•and is not this to love them infinitely ? and St. Peter 
■afTures us that He is not willing that any Jhould per^ 
i/ht but that allJhouU ^ome to repentance. But above 
all let us attend to the voice of God Himfelf, who 
declares with a folemn oath, As I live, faith the Lord 
God, 1 have no pleafure in the death of the wicked^ 
bat that the wicked turn from his ways and live. — 
How lublime and affe6ting, how infinitely precious 
and valuable are thefe uuly divine words, ot the Fa- 
* iher ol Mercies ! In them I find every thing that is 
neceffary for me to know refpefling my Maker, and 
myfelY; I behold in them the perfefl refemblance 
ot the living God| and read the anticipated hiflory 
of a finful world. It is the Creator, the Eternal Fa- 
ther of men. He who created their fouls ^ who makes 
the declaration, and ratifies it with His oath, As I 
livCyfaiththe Lordx I have no pleafure in the death 
G of 
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i>fthc wicked^ &c. He defires not their death, but 
wills their life and happinefs ! and what ftronger 
language could he have employed to aCTure us, that 
he did not hate, but (hat he loved the finner ? He 
declares it with the folennnity clan oath, andhecauft 
he could/wear by no greater ^ Hejwzars by Himftlf. 

. But let \xsr alfo remark the way in whkb he de- 
fires the life of the wicked ; it is by their converfion, 
they muft turn to him and live. He wills their hap- 
pinefs, but as thai is impoffible while they remain 
' iinners, He wiJl have them ceafe to be fuch, and be- 
come penitent and obedient children. Evident 
proof this^ that the love of God to the finner is equal 
to his hatred of fin, and that His detejiation ofjin^ 
ari/esfrom his love to the firmer^ or in other word^, 
that He is holy^ bccaufe he is good. 

But flrong as thefe promifes are, the Being who is 
love^ forefeeing how incapable finite goodnefs would 
be of comprehending that which is infinite andpajfes 
. knowledge^ has given to our experience the moft fen- 
fible mdniteftation of his love, the moft tranfcend- 
ent difplay of his mercy, in the gift of his only and 
well beloved'Son. Certainly if mankind had con- 
tinued juft and holy, this work of redemption had 
not been neceffary : it is therefore in favour of fin- 
ners, and of finners alone, that this effoi-t of love, 
rfiis miracle of mercy was wrought, as our Saviour 

exprefsly 
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cxprefsly declarer ; they that are whole need net a 
phyjkiai^i but they that arejick ; / comt not to call 
the nghUous-^ bui4hejinners to repentance. I came to 
Jidt and to fave that which was, loji. And St. Paul 
confirms -tfai» in a very remarkable manner^ as if 
combating the error I am feeking to deftroy, viz. 
Ma/ tht-hatred oJGodfor Jinners confijis in his wiU 
&ng their infinite mifery : It is a faithful faying^ and 
w&rthy of all acceptation^ that Chrijl- Jefus^ came inia 
the world tofaveji/incrs.^ 

How great thpn mull be the love of God to poor, 
wretched, offending creatures ! how fincerely muft 
be defire to fave them from the dreadful mifery ot 
fin, and to ralfe them to perfeClion and happinef^^ 
fiflce toaccompUQi it, He fent hi» own Son, andex-* 
pofed him to an infamous and cruel death ! How 
can it be poflible that, alter fuch fignal experience o£ 
His infinite compaffion for finners, any fliould be 
found amongft thofe who are called by the name of 
ChriJl,^n^yi\io glory in his death as the badge of 
their religioufi profeffion, that among fuch, neverthe- 
lefs, fhould be found thofe who maintain the infi- 
nite and implacable hatred of God to the finner, and 
io confequence of it, their final and irrevocable mif* 
«ry ? how difficult is it, O my God, for thine adora- 
ble goodnefs to penetrate into hearts covered with 
thick darkneis of prejudice and error ! 

But 
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But if the gift of the Son of Godi is an everla^fitng 
monument of his love for Gnners, it is not lefs a. 
mark oi His infinite and eternal hatred ot fin. How 
clearly is this exemplified in the work ot vedem^ 
tioD ! how odious, how infupportable in his fight 
mufi thai fin appear which he cannot behold in us, 
but which as long as we continue in it, muft drive 
us from his prefence, and exclude us farom all com«i 
munion with:Him ; when to deliver us from it/ to 
cleanfe and puriiy us, He has>employeda method ib- 
extraordiaary, and made fo a (Ion i thing a facrifice ? 

Let us then conclude from fcripture, as we have 
already done from reafont tAai ike Supreme Being 
has an infinite haired to Jin ^founded on his infittke 
laveofthejinmr; or that he is infinitely good^ and 
that His holinefsfar from being in contradiQion to, 
his goodnefSt is a capital and eJTential branch ofii^ 

I come next to confidcr the infinite jufiice qfOod, 
which, far from oppofing^ is alfo a branchy an awful^ but, 
neverthelefs an important branch, of infinite goodntfs* 

The general definition of Divine juftice, that it is 
goodne/s, direSled by zoi/do?n, however true upon the 
whole, feemsto have, in quality oi a definition, the 
deie£l ot being too general, and not determining 
with precifion, in wliat the particular charafcler oi 
divine juftice conCfls ; or the reafons why the good- 

nels 
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liefs. of God is fomctimes called juflice ; every aft 
of divine juflice is an a£l of his goodnefs direfled by 
his wifdorn j yet every aft of goodnefs thus dire£l<. 
ed cannot be called an a3 of juflice. As for exam. 
ple» the gilt that God made of his Soo to a finiul 
world cannot, with propriety be called an a3 of juf- 
tice, though it is the highefi. io fiance of goodnefs 
and wifdom* 

r therefore declare in favour of another received 
definition of divine juflice, becaufe it exprelTes with< 
greater precifion the ideas ufually attached to the 
tttm^That the infinite juftice\qf God confijis in his 
confiant and immutable will^ to di/pen/i to every one, 
that which befl correfpands with hi^moraljlate.-r- 
The juflice of one man towards: another, is the con- 
^fiant and habitual wilU of rendering to every one that 
which is his due ; but as this term is wholly improj^ 
er when fpeaking of an Independent Being; we fub- 
ititute another; and as a^man is calledjw^ who gives to , 
every one his due, fo is the Divine Being czW^d jujl^ 
becaufe he difpenfes invariably to every one, that 
which befl agrees with his moral flate ; and itis eafy 
to comprehend that fuch juflice is founded on the 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs of our-Maker. 

According to this definition, infinite jufttce adapts • 
with the:raofl perfeftand minute detail^ the refpe«- 
tive fuitablenefs of his dealing to our moral flate, and - 
Ga confequenily 
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confequently to our wams^ tbrou^out the whole oi 
our exifteace» 

But in order to our forming any idea of this Aiy 
verfity, the conftant and exa£l exertion of which 
forms the cffence of divine juftice, we Rmft confid- 
er here the moral ftate of men and the diffn'ent ftate 
of their wiHs; which require a diverfityof difjpeft- 
fations on the part of God. 

If mankind confbntiy adhered to the lawv of vir- 
tue and holinefs, and thus continued in a ftate of 
moral reStttude, this diverfityof difpenfations would 
not take place, and there would be no room for fbe 
exercife of what is properly called }uflice. All the 
dealings of God with refpeft to man, would then be 
the difpenfations of pure and infinite goodnefs, with- 
out the interference oi a fingle' challiferaent, and 
fuch will be the happy economy under which thejufi 
madeper/eS fhall live forevert in the manfions of ee- 
leflial glory, when all tears Jhall be wiped away from 
iheir eyes, and there Jhall be no more death, neither 
forrow, nor crying, neither Jhall there be any more 
pain. Then will Almighty Goodnefs never more 
appear arrayed in the terrors of juftice ; but the 
fmiles ot benignity, the maniieftations of favour, 
and blefTing, will be continually difplayed ; and 
nothing ever reach our fouls, but the moft grateful 

and 
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and delightful fenfattons ; for every dirpenfation will 
•be the meflenger oi happioefs* 

Bathowreniete ar« we iooarpreTent flatefron 
tfaii -moral perfeflion : no (boner do ourimderfland- 
iaga admit the firft rays of that light, which is given 
US 40 i liwd our wrlh -to the Supreme G^aod, bat we 
iet\ irregular paflions -to covAm, and flejkly lufis 
rsiiich ttrar agAtnJl the fouL Divine Juftice there- 
fove, or, if you will, Divine GoodneTs direfied by 
wifdon» haa feen proper to place us here io a mortal 
fiate, where, while we enjoy a multitude of bleffings, 
we are at the fame time expofed to a divcrfity oi af- 
fli6liens) which in one way or other accompany us 
all to the grave. Here we begin to perceive the ex* 
crcife ohhat Eternal Juftice which obfervcs fo mi- 
nutely the fuitaUenefs of its difpenfdtions, and adapts 
them foexaftly to the ncccffities of His creatures.— 
He does not deal with finful and imperte6l man, as 
with man delivered from (in and arrived at perfec- 
tion. This kind and good Parent wills, no doubt, 
that his creatures (hould enjoy as much happinefs 
even here, as their ftate will admit ; as much as is 
compatible with the fupreme felicity to which he 
calls them, and therefore places them in a world fur- 
ni{hed with an ample (lore of bleffings, and gives 
them alt things richly to enjoy. But left thefe very 
blcllings (hould, by means of their irregular paflions, 

corrupt 
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csorrupt^and enflave them. He has decreed that' thef 
ftould neither be folid nor lafting, but that the fajh^ 
ion of the world Jhould pafs atvay^ and has placed 
them in it as ftrangers and pilgrims Jor a little while^ 
thai they may ufe the- world as not ahujing it, and al- 
pire to more folid aod durable good. Thus does di- 
vine juftice exercife it (elf here below^ towards a race 
of.finful and imperie£l beings. It places usail ia a 
flate of trial, as in a fchool where we are to acquire the 
firfi rudiments of happinefc ; this fit nation n univer- 
lally fuitable to all men, without difiin&ion whether 
of good or bad, and in this fenfe it is^ that the righr' 
teous fcarcdy arejaved^ and that we muji^ through 
muck tribulation^ enter into the kingdom o/Godm 

But white- mankind fucceed each other, in tbi»> 
{iiblunary fchool of happinefs, fome^ liftening to the 
Voice oi confcience and reafon* contraQ. the habitSf 
and follow the divine law& of virtue and holinef»:; 
while others, led away hy objeQs of fenfe and pa^ 
fion, contrail habits of vice and diforder, in oppo- 
fition to the divine laws.; and thence fome arc good* 
and others are evil ; while in the dealings of Diviae 
Juflioe towards each, is manifefied the pcrfe6t rc£li« 
tude of the Supreme Governor of the univerfe, who • 
is righteous in all his ways. To His holy and pjei^ 
feft laws, He has attached the juft and iramutaUIe 
fanQion of rewards and punifliments ; of gloriouf 
and magnificent rewards to the faithful and obedient 

obfervcr 
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obferver of them ; and of fevere and terrible cha&ife* 
mentfl, to the obflinate violator of his commands* It 
if true that thefe rewards and puniOiments do not 
take place always in this world ; becaufe it would 
interfere with the general good, and with that Aate of 
probation* which requires from Divine Juftice many 
exceptions adapted to it. In a world where the 
righteous and wicked are interfperfed^ and where 
good and evil are blended, an exaft retribution of 
cither would be impradicable. But thofe excep- 
tions, or rather tfaofe delays, do not make void the 
fanfiion of thofe laws which are immutable ; for 
God has Himfelf announced in the life to come, a 
great day. of retribution, which -may well be termed 
the day of Divine JuRice. In that day the'righteous» 
that is, thofe who bave wrought vat their faloation^ 
having no farther need of trial, fliall be feparated 
from the wicked; while Almighty Juftice executes 
on the one, and on the other, that immutable fanSion 
of rewards, and punifhmcnts, due to their refpe£iive 
condu3. 

The precife and determinate idea of Infinite Juf- 
tice is then, that invariable will, by which a total 
difference will be made between the virtuous and the 
wicked, the former moft glorioufly rewarded, and 
the latter feverely punilhed. 

If the extreme importance of the fubjeft I am up- 
on, did not require from me all the precifion of which 

I 
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f am capable, I might forbear enlarging on the pro* 
feat idea of Divine Juftice, by. quotations from 
Scripture ; becau£e in .itCeit fufficiently fimple and 
aatural; and a& all who are converfant with holy 
writ) knowt that it is there repeatedly exprefled. 
Patriarchs, prophets, and*apo(lIes, concur in the fame 
ientiment. Abraham,, whea pleading, with the Al- 
mighty in iavor.of the. inhabitants of Sodom, in the 
eighteenth chapter of Genefis, makes this idea of 
Divine JuRice the foundation of his argument. And 
ID the eighteenths chapter o£ Ezekiel, the Supreme 
Being condescends, in the moft explicit andinfirue- 
live manner, to explain the method of His dealings 
with His creatures ; where we (hall find this maxim 
exemplified, thai thi righuounefs of the righteous Jhail be 
v^onhim^ and thi wichcdnefit of the wicked Jhall. be up%n.. ^ 
him^ 

But why i6 I cite particular pafla'ges in proof '0^ 
the juflice oi God, when the whole hi (lory of the eld 
teftament contains nothing elfe ? Such is the relation 
of the univerfal deluge, where a race ot wicked men ^ j 
were exterminated from the earth, hut- Noahf§und 
grace in the eyes of the Lord, The deftruQion of So- 
dom, from which Lot was preferved. And laftty, 
ibe whole hifiory ofthe Ifraliies, the alternatives of i 
benedi£iions, and threatenings, of profpcnty and ad- j 
v^rG.ty, which followed them, according as they 
wereobedient^ orxebellious to their Divine lawg^iver. 

The ^ 
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The new teflament alfo abounds with promifcs ttd 
menaces ; magnificent promifesto the righteous, and 
dreadful thrcatenings to the impenitent. I might 
appeal to the whole gofpel difpenfation, which opens 
• to our view that future economy- that awaits us all, 
and unveils that awful, but infinitely interefling 
fcene of univcifal judgment, whichfli*!! fucceed the 
refatre£lion. St. Paul tells the Athenians, that in 
that day G$d will judge ihe world in righteoujnefs, that is, 
as he exprefles it clfewhere, wU render to wtry man 
accordwg to his deeds j to them who ly patient continuance 
in welldoing^ feekjor glory ^ honor^ and immortality ; eter- 
lial lift : but to ihofe who obey unrightgoufne/s^ iudigna. 
tion and wrath, tribulation andanguijh. 

•'Having hitherto explained and confirmed -from 
fcripture, the definition ot Divine Juftice to be the 
confiant and immutable will ot the Supreme Being, 
to difpenfe to every one, that which is beft adapted 
to his moral flate ^ the refult of all I have faid, is, 
that this Infinite Juftice ot God confifts in his in- 
variably recompenfing the good, and feverely pun- 
ifliiDgthe wicked. 

It now remains to fiieW that fucb juftice, far from 

oppofing the goodnefs oi the Almighty, is in itfelt a 

branch of that goodnefs,^«ctf ii is goodnefs that abund* 

antfy rewards the righteous^ and feverely J^unifltes the 

^wcked^ 

With 
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Wivh relpeft to rewards, the truth is fufBcicntly 
evident not to need a diicuflion. The Supreme 
Judge beholding the virtuous in that Hate ol habitual 
holinefs, which is requiflte to fit them ior happinefs ; 
difpenfes to them that felicity which is fuitable to 
their ilatey according to the extent of their capactties». 
and oi his infinite love towards them. With rela- 
tion to them therefore His jufiice is pure, uninter- 
rupted goodnefs. 

But is it goodnefs alfo that will infli£): on the dif- 
obedientthe dreadful puniffiments ot a future exifi* 
ence ? Is that feverity ot an bflPended God, to which 
fcripture gives the terrible appellations of indignation^ 
wrath ^nd fury ^ to be ranked in the clafs ol goodnefs ? 
Yes, I fcruple not to affirm, becaufe I can demon- 
flrate it with the cleareft evidence. The Supreme 
Being never arrays Himfelf in the terrors of His 
majefty, never punifhes His offending creatures, but 
infinite goodnefs leads him to it; that goodneit 
which I have already defined to hi his conjlant wtUto 
confer happinefs^ nothing but real good ; whatever form 
it may wear ; and even all poffible good. It is this 
which affuming the name of jujlice will execute on 
the wicked thofe terrible denunciations which the 
gofpcl contains ; as I have undertaken to prove, and^ 
fiiall (bortly fully explain. 

But alas I how far is this from'the generally received 
idea ot punitive jufiice among chriftians ; who, in- 

fiead 
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^fi^d of coAfidering it as a branch bfgoodnefs, place 
it in dire£l oppofition ; and even reprefent this at. 
tribute as moft hoflile to cTivine benignity; fmce 
nothing appears at firft fight more contrary* to good- 
ncfs, than that extreme feverity which God will in- 
fliQ ozi the wicked. This juftice is therefore dcfcrib- 
ed, as flopping forever the courfeof divine goodnefs^ 
which exifts no more for the finner ; on whom Al- 
mighty juflice has nothing to confer throughout eter- 
nal ages, but the raoft horrible and affrighting tor- 
iiients. Where is the mind Efficiently courageous 
to realize this (hocking idea ? to me even the tafk of 
refuting it is painful ! 



The advocates' fof this fyftem are fufficiently ready 
to admit, that in this life^ the foverities of God pro- 
ceed' from his goodnfefs, and that He chafifts us Jot 
our profit^ that zte might bt partakers of h:s holinefs. But 
no fooner does the queftion relate to afuturt hjc, than 
the whole is changed ; and according to their reprc- 
fentation, the nature oF God, and of man, muft have 
undergone a total revolution. Repentance will be no 
more; either it will be impoffible for the wicked 
ever to repent, or if they do, it will avail ihcm noth- 
ing'Wtth an implacable Judge, who has no mercy for 
then)^ ^* /jfl^ forgotten to- be gracious. He will no 
longer, as- in this life, punifh them for their correc- 
■ci* tioii, but for the folc ' end' of rendering them mifera- 
i> bie. His- gcodnefs, till 'then univcrfal, will become 
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limited I and will have no other objector its exer- 
tion, but the righteous ; and while they experience 
the abundance of bis Igve, the treafures of wrath, 
the feverities of avenging inexorable ju (lice, will be 
(howered down in unutterable anguifh, and in never 
ending duration on the head of the unhappy finnen 

' But whence this flrange, this alarming TubverGon. 
in th6 nurture of things ? I might add, whence this 
total change in the immutable nature of God himfeff !. 
Ye fouls, where candor and uprightnefs dwell, for to 
fiich I addrefs myFcIt particularly, will you believe 
that all this proceeds irora a J'mglt wordiW under* 
flood ; a word, which is univerfally acknowledged 
to admit of two -meanings in fcripture ; and whith 
in the prcfent application,- may be-underflood in two 
ways, ont entirely rational^ tlie other as cntirdy irratim-* 
alandahjurd ?. This formidable word which has made 
fuch havock in the minds of men, is the appellation 
of eternal ^iven to the fuflFerings of a future ftate. 
Now though it. is evident that God in his written 
word, as well as in his" works, appeals to our re^fon, . 
and that the fenfe ii> which this term is generally un* 
derflood, is as revolting to reafon, as it is repugnant 
to the nature of God, and of thiogs ; mankind obfti* 
nately perfill to underfiandit, in the abfolute fenfe, 
c/ an infinite and never ending duration : and by a nee* 
effary confequence are compelled to attribute to the 
Divine Being, under the name of Jufticei a difpoli. 

^ioa 
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tioii abfolutely deftruElive of infinite goodnefs* 
Tbey do not indeed venture to alTert, that any thing 
like cruelty can refidc in His perfeft and adorable 
nature : on the contrary, they continue to aflErm, 
however contradiSory to their hypothefis, that the 
Supreme- Being is .infinitely good, but neverthelefs • 
xnaintaifl that He'will infli^l, on a very confiderable 
number oi his creatures, the mofi aggravated tor. 
mtDts, throughout 9^11 eternity.,. 

I tSittieDt thdflrange and deplorable neceflity whicfi - 
compels me to refute this (hocking idea oi Divine 
Jutlice ; and that alter having fo clearly demon (Ira* 
ted that the Dtjty is infinitely good^ I muft now prove 
that H^ cannot be infinitely cruel. . . 

Tftall not here examine why the word eternal {% • 
ufed to exprefs future fufferings, becaufe it is poffi- 
ble I thay treat of that hereafter. But I (hall lay 
down as a principle which no one contefts, that the 
word eternal is made ufe of in fcripture fometimes to 
Cgnify an infinite^ fometimes a finite duration. This 
will enable me to reflify a capital miftake incident 
to thofe who argue on this fubjeft, which is determ- 
ining their ideas. of the juftice of God, by the dura- 
tion of fufFefings, . whicK they fuppofc infinite. 
Though this error'is important, it is neverthelefs 
natural to men, who find this do£lrine e{labli(hei in 
the church in which they are born : and who receive 
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It by inllruflion at an age when their aiinds .arc. in- 
capable ot difcerning the abfolute impoiTibilUy pf ifs 
truth. Accufloined to confider. this jdo6lxiae. as.a 
truth founded op revelation,, and theretpce.iucoxUj?!- 
tible : they argue irom the; eternal fuiferings.oi a life 
to conpe, that divine jufticc reqiiires fuch ,puqi(h- 
ment; and thus the very, nature pi that attrit^iite be- 
comes perverted. Now this is evidently a qapital 
miftake, for fin ce the worfi^<<?W.is fjufccptibjc.-ijl 
two meanings, as no one will deny» how can we 
judge of the juftice of Gqd by an x^q^ivoqal terno ? 
ought we not on the contrary to determine the {i^pfc 
of an ambiguous word by. the fixed and invariahle 
idea we have of his juftice ? and not t^ke .it fqz 
granted that this word applied to future fufiicrings 
implies an infi-aite duration ; and therefore that ir 
the divine nature^ however excellent, is .included 
an attribute •ntirely contrary to goodnefs; which ifl 
as manifeft a xrontradiftion, as to advance, that tbc 
Supreme Be.tng is at once iniii\uely guQd, andin- 
finitely cruel ? Rather let us argucj that the Deity, 
being infinitely juft, will infiia on the wicked, juil 
and eguitshle puniliments ; punifhments e^a£ll^ 
proportioned, both in dpgree and dyratioo, to tly 
nature and extent of their crimes ; which is to fay, 
in other words, that He will treat them in a mapnei 
fuitable to their moral flate ; which is agreeable tc 
the n5tuf?il and eternal ideas of Divine Juftice. 
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If 'then It IS by the juflice of God we are to-de- 
termine the duration of fufFerings to be finite, or in- 
finite ; let us eneleavor to know why, and for what 
end, Divine Juflice' will punifh the wicked in a 
future ftate. If We confuh that idea of Divine Juf- 
lice; which ought always to ferve us as a guide, the 
anfwer will be eafy.- For, iht juflice of God being ., 
whh TcfpeS to the wicked. His conftant will to dif- 
penfe to them what beft fuits their moral (late, it ts 
evident he will punifh them in a future exiflcnce, . 
hccaujifuch punijhm^ni h heft udapttd to their m»rai de- 
privity; The ^ucftion is n^xt reduced to this, IVhy 
the future fafferings that God uillinjiidon the wicked arc 
fuitahlt U their mo'oljiatt ? The anfwer to- this is fo 
fimple that it would naturally prefent itfelf to an un- 
prejudiced mind, for the moral condition of a finner 
is io contrary to nature, fo ^hurtful .and odious, fo • 
miferable and deteffablc ; that the Divine Being, 
who, from the purity and perfeftion of Hi« nature. 
fees fuch a flatain all its deformity, cannot, nor will 
not fufFer him to remain in it, hut xvill injlicl Jufferings 
on the iviiked hereafter^., as a necejfary mean uthzreby to 
difcngage them from fin^ and render them ifirtuoiu ; in a 
word, to correft and convert them, and thus the fuf^ 
ferings of cnsiher'morld are real chajlijements. Such is 
the fublime and magnificent propofition, I arn about 
to denionffrafe from reafon and fciripiiire ; and from 
thencewillrefult, with equal cvidunce, whatlhave ef- 
tablifhtd already, </^fl/ ths infinite jujlxe of GJ^ far from 
H 2 : btiu J 
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king an implacable- ftvtrity iomards (hi wickjUif i«^i 
tradiQicnwiiA His infinite goodne/i^Js^ im itjdfp a -hrancki 
awful and rtfpe&ablt indetd^ btd mPirthUcfs^ apuecioiu^ 
Olid inUft/ting^hrOfichaf infiiutt gqfidnefff . 

The propobtioir I^mi saiogtoeil^lilh, maiQtavii|:« 
that Gatd mUpimifk the Wfked /« af^urt flatty forikm 
44nverfeiif : J0 that iii$r fvfinngf uill Urfial chafi(f€e . 
mtnts. 

And htre, the deep-rooted, and UDi^erfal iprcjiidi-i 
€cs I encounter, oblige me to cntef Into a mucfa more • 
minute detail, and rolled a greater variety of proofs^ 
in order to carry convi£lion into the mrnd, than 
would otberwife be neceSwry ; that by (ome one of 
(faefe, I may convince ufiderfiandings, which, though 
Vrepofieflbd, yet retain upright and honeil hearts. 

The firft prool I {kail bring in favor ol this irutb^ 
and which, it admitted, were fingly fufficient ; is 
Ihe infinite love of God for the firmer, by which He 
wills their converfion, and their life, and by which 
it is impofSble that He fhould ever infli3 any fuflfer- 
iftg on them, but with a view to their conyerfion and 
kappinefs. In treating of the holineis of the Diving 
Nature* I have proved the infinite love of God far 
^ fiiinen imd that from this love, aiiTcs His im- 
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iJaQable hatred to (in> as ^n upfuraLou(itatilc obAade* 
ia the ly^y o( .ttieir .happ.iu efs. 

Thus the fuffcrings He infliQs on them, whether- 
M .this, or in aiiuure vworid.ar^s ^eflgQcd as reipedies . 
;md curgs for 4jhat dceftiful inie£kioo ot the foul* it 
is an eternal truiih* founded Ofi the very nature 6f 
Godj which is love ; tliat'he chailires all the fons oC 
fflen, the comparatively juft, and unjuft, for their 
profit^ that thiy may hi. partakers of His holinejsm 

Let U3 .not fay, in order to evade \\kt force of this 
.argument^ that the love which Qpd has for the wick- 
jed io this Ufe, will, in thenext, he coDverte.d into 
hatred ; as indeed it mull be, if it could lead him to 
iuOxQ. eternal torments upon thc^m. And is there 
then a time when Divine love can be changed into 
hatred, when God hioifeli can alter, and this period, 
Ihall it be the uuiverf<il judgment ? Jiift Heavens ! 
As well might we prefume to affirm, that there is a 
period when he (haJl ceafe to be ; fc^r theone is a3 
poflible as the other. No, |he loye of G.od will Bey- 
er chaage, becaufe it canpot ; for his love, like all 
his attributes, is infinite, immutable, and eternal. If 
there ever was a moment, a fihgle ii>ilant, when he 
loved the fmner ; if he loved him when he created 
him, when he proteAed with an oath, that he dcfired 
hi& converGon ^nd his life 3 ii he loved biiP) when 
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{dt his ia1cel» he fpared not his own Son, he will love 
him with the fame love throughout infinite ages, and 
as foon might he ceafe to cxift, as ceafe to love. 
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With frail and mortal man, this tranfitlon irom » 
love, to hatred, is not only very « poflfible, but, alas, 
very frequent ; the obje£l that appears amiable ooe ^ 
day,. may on. the morrow excite aver Coo and difgufi^ 
and but too often hatred. . But bow can any thing 
like this takcpUcein th&Oronifcientcreatorof men, 
to whom all his works nre known from tlie beginning ? 
Were the wicked culpable at the inftant when they 
were created ? If then, their Maker produced them 
by an efie6l of his love, that love was infinite, and il 
is impoflible that futurity (hould ever difeover any 
thing relative to them, -which He did not perfeftly 
know at the moment of their creation ; it is thefL 
impofTibie that any thing fhcmld change His love in* 
to hatred.. When his almighty Fiat called them f > 
into exifletice, bis glance pervaded every fceiie r 
through which they were to pafs : He'knew the tj 
long refiftance they would oppofe to his oflTers of ' t 
mercy and grace : He knew the obduracy into which 
long habits of fin would brmg them : But God who 
is greater than our hearts knew alfo by what tr.af- 
ures of wrath, by what fcverities ofjiiftice, he Oiould 
at length overcome this obdurate refiftance : by 
what poweriul, bu^ nevertbelcfs faliitary means, He 
Jhould take away iHi forty hiart^ and ^ivc us a heart of 
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jfyfi:i./uf2L/WQtd^\b^knetu. h9vu to xporkin us, to mlland' 
to do 9j his good pUaJure \ and therefore hb love de- 
termined to confer exiftence on creatures, whofe 
Unocal date could, in the courfe of time, be made as 
per(e3 and amiable as was ^heir natural date, at the 
lament of .their creation. Lqt us then conclude 
tbat the difpo&tions pf Almii^hty goodnefs can nev- 
. qr jchaAge with t^i^^Si to .vis j .but that, however . {c» 
y$ra the.puoifl>jments.pf a.iuture world may. be, they 
^(e^iefigned lor.Qur.coQ>iefiiQii».anddre seial correct 
•lions. . 

I dr^w my fecond proof of this ^ruth. from tho{e 

.g<^neral rules which fcriptJ3r« confiantly attributes tp 

^Gpd> in the difpenlatioD of (oiFcrin^s; theCe jse 

three in. number. The fir ft informs us wheo, And 

ron what . occalions 'be will ^punilh^the wicked ; the 

ftcond, how. much, or to whatdegi^ ; the third, 

when this punifiHnent.will ceafe,and his iavour be 

c«ftorftdto>th«m ; the rcfult of which will fhew, that 

the Supreme Being never chaftifts but with a^view 

■to correft, and that the future puhifhments oribe 

wicked are defigncd to bring about their converBon 

and happinefj. 

The firft rule which divine jaftice obferves in the 
Jifpenfauon ot fufferings. is never to proceed to extreme 
rigour, till every gentle means has hetn exhauficd mthout 
fi^e& : fo that torijacnls and fufferings will only be 
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employed as far as they (hall be abfolutely requifitft . 
lor the converfion oi the linner. 

If all manJctnd could be ddiveredj'rom the bondage pf 
Jin^ and brought to God by methods of gentlenefs and 
beneficence^ he would never makeuFe of any other ; , 
for he declares ia his word, that he doth not willingly 
ajli^^ or grieve the children of men : Have I any pleaf* 
ure ataUthat the wicked Jhould die f Jaith the Lord God : 
and not thai htjhould, retwm' from, his- ways and Uvt f 
He ^would draw them with cords of a wan, with battds of 
love ; and when the neceility of their fituation requires 
fcveritf , it iscalled doing his Jtrange work : and bringm 
ing'to pajyhis aQ^ bis ftrange aS. Thence he pro- 
claims himfelf to be the Lord^. the Lord Ged, mereiful 
aad gracious .; long furring and -abundant in^goodnefs 
and, truth. Thence the ricbet of his goodntfsjorbear* 
anxef and long fufferingy by which he invites men to re- 
feniance : but above all, thence the greatefi and moft 
inconceivable inllance oi bis infinite love to finners, 
•in the. gift cf his. only b^gotjten Son^ihat whojoever beUen/* 
cth in him^fliould not perijh^ but have -eve tlajifig life : So 
true is.it that divine juflice never proceeds toextreme 
rigour, till every gentle mean has been exhaufted 
without cffea ; and till fcverity is thereby become 
neqc/Tary, as the poly mean, of converfion. 

Bcfides the reafons tliat we fee in the nature of 
pq-lcft goQ-dnefii for this firftrulc in the difpcnfation 

of.. 
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ofr puniflinient, we can discern another relativc'to 
ourfelves. TEie general defign of God is to excUe 
in the hearts of his creatures a flnccre and ardent 
love. Myjon^ glv^ me thint htart^ is 'the laftgupge'of 
all his dealings ; he is a. kindi a, gracious Father, who 
will be' loved 'with' all our foul, and with all our 
ftreilgtb ; we tnull have no will but His, and eon«« 
ftantlyr^iicerelyiand'univerfaliy facrifice our own, 
with cheertulnefs to his mo& perfeQ, and excellent 
wilL This is the hpUnefs, thefan£lification to which 
we are all called. But if fuch is our vocation, the 
Divine Being will on his part (hew himfelf to us, as 
infinitely amiable, and worthy to be loved ; and'it 
is nofi by feventy, by fljripes, this !$ to be efFeflcd; 
hut by: gentleneb, by tokens of love, and afTec- 
tion. He therefore leaves not himfelf without a wit^ 
ne/s^ in that he does us good. He difcovers himfelf 
to us a tender parent, conflantly Concerned for the 
good of his children, and labouring to advance thdr 
happinefs. ■ Thofe who, by a wifeirnpr^vement of 
the means granted them, ihew themfelvcs obedient 
to the inflruftioRS oi ins word,- and providence ; ure 
draivn by the bands qjlove. Such have no need of 
ihc feveritiesof anoflcnded God. He may indeed 
fte fit for the exercife o\- their faith, and pattenqe. 
to fend them trials and afflitlions in this world, /or 
what f on is he whom the father chaflf.neth not f but. 
fuch afni6lions tend ta detach them from the world, 

. V .. . . *axtd- 



'■■ andlb make *^m more fit lot bieaVftn ;^tf«*y ^rc'Mfe 
/courgi^s ojnfon who is ozattednhd rtdived. 

Btit^hofe- on thel cdrttifaty ^lio make the' bleffiilg 
of Divine Ooodnefsfilbfervient only to their world* 
\j\\x^%i who hve darknefs bttier than light, t*!» 
aeg1e6hhe means of inftfiiSioriyand falVatioki; which 
are rouitiplied \n the tilidfl:= dt them'; and livK' iit* 
total fc^getlulnefs ol Goii; arid tif Ws wiH; to gttlfc 
fy their dwn ; in a word, thofe tv^ dejpifc the rithH 
of his gotdH/Sfforbeafantt^ and lortg/ufering, not Anotf' 
ing that the goodnefs cf God Uadr to reptntante, for thofe 
the extreme rigour of piHiifliment will be abfolutely 
neceilary in order td theif* ntlvatibn< For how Q»aH 
thofe arrive at the knowledge of the troth who 'hate' 
it, and prefer derknefs c or ar^crire that docility ot 
heart, iiuithcut zuhith thty cannot enter into the kingdom 
fij heaven ?- For futh, fev'erlty alone is fuitable, not 
indeed with an immediate defign io create in thetri 
the love of their Maker ; biit to deftroy thofe obfia^ 
' cles which his lovcf could not conquer-; and to give 
* efficacy to thof^ means of inftruflion, which w'crc 
biefore in^fFeflual. The wrath of God rauft hunj- 
'ble and fubdue fuch prOud hearts ; and bitter pangs of 
tliftrefs muft make them feel, what they weri told In 
vain,iAfl/ God is not mocked ; and that though ian in- 
fiokefy kind and m\frciful father, he is alfo infihitefy 
pevperfuJ, will be heard when he fpeaks, and obeyed 
iMmd he comraaods. Thus wc are told, that the 
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meAed by ihehardntfs and impenUence of thnr hearty 
trtcifurt up /or themjelvts wratk^ againjl the day of 
wrath, and revdation of the righteous judgment of 
God.^rA that ifwejiii tvilfuUy after having received 
the knowledge of the truths by Jefus ChriA, there re^ 
maineikno more facrijice for Jin^ but a certain Jearfut 
looking for of judgment^ andfery indignation^ which 
Jhall devour the adverfaiy. Let us now examine how^ 
and to what degree^ AWint]\iK\CQ ^vill enaploy this 
method of converfion. 

1\ the -firft rule which divine juRice follows in the 
diipenfation of punifliment, i« never to proceed to 
rigour, till every other method has been tried in 
vain ; the fecond is to employ that rigour only f!f 
• mucky andfo long, as Jhall be necejfary, to the dejiruc* 
iion offin^ and the converfon of thejinner. 

This fecond rule carries its own evidence with it, 

and is a neceflary confequence of the firft already 

,1 cftablifhed. For when every other method has faiN 

/ ed of fuccefs, feverity muft be employed, and will 

be made ufe of by God to fubSue fin, and bring a- 

fj bout the fanSification, and falvation ofihefinner; 

to what degrees or duration foever it may be necef- 

fary to extend this difcipline, in order to obtain the 

end. This then is a war, an implacable, and eternal 

war again ft (in ; a terrible war, which can only be 

terminated by the deftruflion of that hideO^is mon- 
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fler id the loul ot the wicked. The Being, whofe 
deflgns are immuiable, will not change bis parpofe; 
this change mull take place in the-fmner ; who mud 
be Iransformtd however painful ifae operation ; muft 
become ^7 new many a new creature^ and tor this end 
the divine judgmeois muft make war upon him* 

But it is not enough to appeal to reafon in vindica* 
tion of this truth : I will confirm it y«t farther from 
fcripture. Ifaiah exprelTcs it. when he declares, 
there is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked. But 
fome will obje£l, that if according to this divine de- 
claration there ij no peace to the wicked, thi^y mud-be 
lofl without poflibiliiy of> return. 'Ah I take heed, 
left by precipitating your judgment you falfify this 
iacred declaration, and apply to it a meaning which 
it has not, nor ever can have. To'-underfland it a- 
right, it muft be confronted with that pafTagCi where 
the God of truth confirms with an oath, that-A^ wills 
the conmrjicn and life of a finner. Oppofite as thefe 
declarations may feem, it is nevertheleis the Supreme 
Being- who fpeaks in both, and who fpeaks oi the 
finncr : and as no contradiftion can refide in Him ; 
there muft be a fenfe in which they pcrfeftly agree. 
Why then, let me alk, is there no peace to the wick* 
ed? is it founded on the hatred of their Maker, who 
wills their eternal and irrevocable mifery ? No, He 
declares thai He wills their converfion and life.— 
-The reafon is maoifeftiy this \ that lo -long as the 

wicked 



C 99 T 
wicked remain in an impenitent ftate, they vCanccr 
obtain that life and happinefs, for the enjoyment of 
which they were created. They muji therefore turn - 
Jrom their wickednefs in order to live, and till this rtv- 
olution is accomplifhed, they. will mod afluredly ex- 
perience the effeCls of this iormidable, and impldca- 
ble war, which the Almighty has proclaimed againll 
them, in the. words already quoted.. 

If any thing more exprefs ffiould be needful upon 
tUs head, let us attend to the words of Jeremiah ; 
Behold the whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth wiihfu^ 
ry^ a coniinMing whirlwind, itJhallJdU with pain up* 
on the head of the wickzd. The fir ce anger of the 
Lordfhall not return until he hath done it, and until 
he hath perforintd the intent of his heart ; in the lat-* 
tir daysyejhall confiderit. Thefe latter days ^ are 
made ufe of by- the prophets, to denote that more 
refplendent light, that farther manifeilatioQ of divine 
xnercy, \}KdXintent of his heart, relative- to the uni- 
verfal falvation.of mea ; which was according to the 
eternal purpofe, which he purpofdin Chrijl Jefus our 
Lord. Conformable to which the prophet declares, 
that the fierce anger of the Lordfhall not return UN- 
TIL HE HATH PERFORMED THE INTENT 
OF HIS HEART-; thofe purpofes of eternal and 
univerfal falvation, the fuller manifeilatioQ oi which 
was rcfcrvedyj^r the latter day ^ 
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Id Ezckiel alfo we find the fame idea conveyed 'on* 
der the image ot a veffcl of brafs^ totaHy corrupted 
by inveterate ruft ; and the fufiferings oi the wickedy 
reprefented by the figure of a confaming fire. Set it 
empty vp9n the coals ^ that the brafs of it may bt hot^ and 
may burn^ and that thefiUhinefs of it may be molten in it^ 
that the /cum of it may be conjumed ^ Jhe hath wearied me 
with her lies^ and her great f cum went notjorth out of her : 
htrJcumJhaU be in thejire* In thyjilthinefs is Uwdnejs : be-, 
cauje I'bane purged thetandihou waft not purged^ thou jhalt 
not he purged from thyJiUhinefs any more^ till I have catffed 
my fury to reft upon thee. I the Lord havejpoken it, itjball 
€<me to pafi^und I will do it, I' will not go back, neither 
wiU Ifpare^ neither wiU J repents How formidable a 
menace xa here f a declaration from the Moil High» 
ihat when the gentle methods off hisgrace have beea 
lofufficient to cleanfe the wicked from their fil* 
thinefs ; He will employ the dreadful rigeurs of 
Lis iruligniUicn ; which are compared io a con^ 
;^mingfire. Nor will he go back, neither will be 
ipare, till the wicked ^are purged.from their JUihi* 
ne/s., 

Laflly on this fubjeS, I recommend to my reader 
«he perufal of the twenty-fixth chapter of Leviticus, 
from the fourteenth vcrfe to the end ; when he will 
perceive tlie fecond rule of divine jullice clearly 
laid down« and exprelTed in the mod (Iriking man- 
ner ; and the chaflifement of God encreafed and pro- 
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I<Jog«d/in proporfion to the obduracy, and refiflance ' 
of the wkked ; till at lecgth their obftinacy is over* 
comcw 

Lkt ur not qirit the ftAjefl,' without making one ' 
ifliponant refI<.*£lion to which it naturally leads, con- 
cerning the judgment we ought to form ot the terrr- 
bfe nature of the faflferings of a future flate ; from 
thedifficulty ottheefFeft they are intended to pro- 
dufce* How formidable mu ft be thofe fufFcrings 
whcih can foften the obdurate heart, break afunder 
tfaemany chains by which the fouJ of the finner is 
held fn bondage, root up the tnofl inveterate habits, 
deflray the fubtile poifon of unruly and frnful paf- 
fionsi whofe inie6tion has fpread, and corrupted all 
the powers- of the foul,. all the faculties of the mind. 
aU the fentiments oi the heart ; in a word, fuch fuf- 
leringsas fball entirely change the finner, give him ^ 
in all refpefls different ideas, different views, tafte«, . 
and inclinations.;v 

St. Peter remarks, that if the righteous {candy are- 
fav^d^ where Jhalitkt ungodly and ihtjiantr appear f 
as if he had faid, if fo many trials- and afHiflioos - 
are neceflary for the falvation of the jnfti of thofe 
who have acquired the habits of virtue,. and are fin- 
cerely attached to their duty ; how great -and terrible 
both in degree and duration will tbc' fufferlngs be, 
which are referved for thofe,- whom long habits of 
1 1 . fin^ 1 



fin have cftrropted and hardened ? With what juft' 
abhorrence fliould it fill us for fni, that fatal enemy of 
our peace, that tyrant of the foul) from whom it will 
require fuch dreadful fufferings <o' free us ! The gof* 
pel, that difpenfation of mercy, which was^given 
that we might Jkejrom-the wrath to come ; that in- 
effable gi/l of the only begottenSon of God, whereby 
wkqfoever bdievttk in himijhould not perijh, but cb^ 
tain evtrtajiing life, however compaffionate to the 
'penitent offender, fpeaks nothing but terror and a- 
larm to ihe^guihy^and hardened finner. How flrtk- 
-ing, how aw-ful, and at the fame time how mercitul, 
are the reprfentationsot future torments ! Let lis 
collefi the leading features of the finking piQure, . 
and wc (hall fee that it is indeed ix fearful thing to fall 
Into the h^nds of the living God, It is repre (en ted un- 
der the figure oi'penjhtrig^ of being cafi into outer dark* 
"mJs^ of a W4rm that never dies^ of a Jire that is never ' 
quemhedf of a lak^iohich burneth mthjire and irimjione^ 
into which the.wicked (hall be caO ; and where they- 
^dWperiJh eternally. And ihoughfieither the word ^^r»)^ 
is here to be underftood as a total extin£lion of be- 
ing ; lior can that o^i^eterfial imply endlcfs duration ;: 
'nevcrthelefs they are undoubtedly employed to fig. 
'iiify bitter anguilhi deep and durable diflrefs; whieh 
'tan only.be terminated by a total change in the dif- 
*ppfition ot the fofferer. And this leads us to the 
•third rule of DWinejuftice, in the difpenfation of 
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ibfieriogSi and iniorm^u^JBukm the Supreme Sclug iMifm 
€s funijkmcnt. . 

As ilk again ft J(»« tliatihe wrath of the Lotd ja 
delated, /f< »rtf i$tiflantly . parddn^ and receive into 
/<*v0r the fincerily ,peniisni cfender. Repentance ap«- 
peafes Divide anger,«nddirarms its juftice; beciaufe 
it accompliflies the end 'infinite goodnefs has in view. 
«ven when arrayed in the awlut majefty of aveogiog - 
jufiice ; which was lievere becaufe the moral ftate of 
the finner required fuch difcipline ; and which, when 
that flate is reverfed, by^onverfion and holinefs, will 
liave nothing to befiow -fuitabie to it» but the detigbt- 
lalmanifeflatipns of inercy and forgiyenets. . 

But here fotne will a(k; whether fuch repentance 
is fuificient thus to diiarm Almighty Jullice ; after 
having by a long and -t>bflinate difobedience auda- 
cioufly violated the holy lawS; of God ? is repent, 
ancea fufficient fatisfa6lion, a fuitabie reparation for 
the offence committed againft infinite majefty ; a 
proper vindication ot the di viae commands ; and can 
repentance, however fincere, annihilate what is paft ? 
(hall the finner be thus ;ac(]^uiUed and treated as if he 
had not ofiended ? 

There are many things I could advance in anfwer 
to this objeSion, I could prove that every the Icaft 
degree oi refentmentand vengeance.is a cainal emo- 
tion i 
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tioit of tbe mtad ; that it betongs only to bumantnUi' 
ivuct ; and to that, in iu degraded and animal flate ; 
that nothing refembling thefe fentiments can be found 
fntheDdty; that H« does not; properly Tpeakiog^ 
inBifi fufferings, becaufei the finner has offended^ 
but to the end that -he may fin no more ; thua the 
divine chailifements relate to the pa ft, on-lyv^^ they 
are connected with the future ; that with refpe£l to 
the Divine Majefty, .our evil^ any . more than ovr 
goad, cannot extend: no felf-intereft, therefore, can 
incline Him to infli^l puniQrment, no dignity ,ipeiu 
fe6l]y independent on human afiionsy: can induce 
Him to fevcrity. That the honor of the divine law 
is fufficiently guarded hy the puni(bmem of the fia« 
ner^ as long as he remains impenitenti and by the^ 
faithful and obedient adherence of the penitent of- 
fender ; that Divine Jufiice is always fatis&ed when 
it attains its end ; and that this end is always attain- 
ed, .whenever the fiooer is brought to repentance.. 

Biitinflead ofinGflingon thefe arguments, how- 
ever jufly I will call the attention to thofe clear and 
remarkable declarations of Gbd Himfelf in his word. 
Artd firft, iii the eighteenth chapter t>f Ezekilsl, 
where He fays, -i/ tht toicked turn -from all hirj^s thUi 
he hath committed^ and hep all my flatutes^ and do that 
Zi'hiih is lazoful and right ^ he' Jhdtl Jurely ti*ve^ and JhaU 
not die. Arid fhall not his former fins be brought 
into account againft-him P No; For the L9rd *goes 
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4bn to declare, that all his tran/grcffions that he hath con^ 

"mitted^JhaU not bt mentioned unto him : in his righteoufm 

nefs that ht hath done hi JhaU Uve^ But ^hy will not 

Divine Juftice punifh iormer offences ? The Beiog» 

againft whom they were committed, condefcends to 

Jnftruftus in the reafon : Have I any pieajure atoll 

that the mcked Jhould die ? faith the Lord God^ and not 

that he Jhould return from his ways and Ihif And is 

not &A$ in exprefs terma to alTert, that to puntQi the 

iinner alter his converfion,ior bis iormer fins, wooM 

be. to take pleafure in the death of the wicked ? or in 

dther words, it would be hatred, revenge, and crueU 

ty ; odious and horrible fentiments, which can never 

be found in a Being who defires the happinefs of bis 

creatures, and whofe fe verities have this^nd in view* 

Therefore the bappinefs oi the finoer is infepai:able 

from his converlion. 

A lecond anfwer to the objeQion, not lefs pofitlve 
than that already quoted, may be found in the firlt 
chapter of liaiah, where the Supreme Being, aiter 
reproaching the childreif of Ifrael for their extreme 
corruption and hypocrify, fays, tuajh ye^ make you 
cUan^ put azuay the evil of your doings from btfore mine 
eyts : ceafe to do evil, leani to do welL After which he. 
adds, come now, and let us reafon together. According 
to the appreheniions of thofe whofe opinions I am 
combating, the Judge might allege that they who 
commit fuch things are worthy of death. And what can 

th^. 
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the criftiuial bring iQ his defence ? Nuhirig, ccrtaia^ 
ly* to efface his.paft traufgreflions ; though through' 
divine grace, and dmne chaftifcmcnts, he inaf» 
contormably to the command oi his Maker^ ha'Vi 
nuajlud and made Mm clean, and pui away the, evil cfhis 
doingx: havt ceafad to d(t evii, and karnt to d$ well. Vft 
know thai thtjudg^ of all the earth mil do righL At- 
tend therefore to the» fentcnce, though your fins he u. 
JcarUt, theyjhall be as tohitt as /now ; thougi they ic rtip. 
like crif^ont thcyJKM bt ibu w^oi. , 

Amtber, and not left remarkable, declaration is 
alfo to be found in Ifaiah : let the wicked forfakt his 
way y and tho unrighteous man his thought r^ and let him 
return unto^the Lordrand h& toill have mercy upon him^ 
and to owe God^Jor he^iil abundantly pardont And left' 
this readinefs to forgive fliould appear incompre* 
benCble to men u>ho are evil. Divine Goodnefs con> 
defcends to account tor Hi's condu(l«. For my 
thoughts an not your thoughts^ neither are your ways tgy 
ways, Jaith the Lord, For as the hea<vens are higher 
than the earthy Jo are my ways higher than your, ways i 
and my thoughts than your thoughts^ 

And affer all thefe declarations by the mouth of 
the prophets, on the part of God ; Ue hath in thefe 
lajl days jpoken to us by His Son, who, in his gofpel, h 
the meffeliger of liich terrible threatenings to the 
wicked, and is charged with the ex«culion of thtm- 

at* 
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^•t»the JaR'day. He reprefents the Deity zsBrFatier 
TBgho had two Jons, under whom are included the 

^ghteous and the wicked. The younger requires of 

his father the portion oF^oods allotted to hiia, and 
takes his journey into a farcountry, where, wafting 

liis .iubftance with riotous living, he is reduced by 
famine to the moft extreme want : in this calamity, 
vihich is meant to fignify the chaflifements of the 

• wicked, and which from-its leverity becomes falu- 

' tary, the young man comes to himjelf^ and refolves to 
go to his father j here we behold the returning peni- 

" tent. Let us obferve how the Parent of mankind re- 
ceives fuch. W/iiii his Jon was yet afar off^ his /athtr 

fata bm^ and had compaffion on him, and ran, and fell on 
his neck, and kijfed him ; anJ inflead of anfwering the 
confeffion of his unworthinefs with feverity or re- 
proach, he commands his^Jervants to bring forth the 
hejt r6b€ antd put it on him: to put a ring on his fnger^ 
aridfhoeson his feet : and to make ready the feftival 
which was to celebrate his return. Such is the con- 
du6l of the father with his difobedient, but penitent 
fon ; whereby our Divine.'Mafter confirms, in a very 
flriking example, the declaration of Ifaiah : that 
iihen thetuUked fdrfakes his way, and returns unto the 
Lordf he will haijt mercy upon him, and abundantly par^ 
don bim. But his dealings with the e. * fon are yet 
more remarkable, yet more affecting. He retur|i$ 
from the field, arid being informed of the reafon of 
•the rejoicing he heard within, U angry and zuiU not go 



in: upon wbtch his father comes out atid i«ttfli4r 
him ; but he giving way to confufed and carnal idits 
of juftice, makes to him the fame obje£lion whieh 
nay arife in the minds of many of my readers : i^ 
theft man^ ytats da 1 Jtrxft ihet^ neither tranfgreffed 1^ 
at any timt^ thy commandments: and yet thou never 
g^nejh me a kid^ that I might makt merry zoith my friends: 
but as foon as this thy fon is come^ who has devoured -t^ 
living zolth harlots^ thou haft killed for him the fat ted calf. 
This complaint being founded on f aEls, appears both 
juft and reafonable. Let us therefore attentively 
coniider the anf^rer, and remember that it is God 
who fpeaks in it : Son^ thou art e^ver with me^ and all 
that I have is thine. Is not the enjoyment of every 
true good, in the prefencc of his father, fufficient for 
the elder ? Or, does the eflence of happinefs confift 
in the exclufion of others ? Now with refpeft to the 
younger, his father declares, that itzi^s meet theyfhould 
make merry and be gJad^ for a brother^ who was dead and 
is alive again, was lojt^ and is found. How fublime^ 
how truly divine is this anfwer I The elder Ion made 
no mention of the repentance of his brother, efteem* 
ing it as nothing, while the tender and compaffionate 
father looked upon that repentance as every thing ; 
-and the whole of the argument is founded upon it ; 
thy brother was dead^ and is alive again ; was lo/t^ and is 
found; therefore it was meet we fhould make merrj and 
^ic glad. :. Hew truly might we gather from this reply, 

that 
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that fhe ways df the Almighty are not our ways ! 
And how flrongly does it evince this important truth, 
that the Divine Being will conilantly pardon every 
Qnner who returns to himi by a fincere repentance. 

Such are the three immiitable rules, which Divine 
Jufticd bbfcrves in difpetifing fufferings; which I 
fhall not recapitulate, becatife they are founded in 
reafon, and pofuively proved from fcripture : but I 
{hall obferve, that if thefe declarations are indeed the 
words of God, 'the fecond proof of the fubfime pro- 
pofition I mean to effablifh, muft be true alfo; viz. 
That ail the p»ni/kments, which will be injlided on the 
zoicked^ in a future ftate^ are defignedfor thiir convetfion : 
fi that they are real correSions. 

Thirdly, and laftly, Llhall (hew, by a variety of 
paflages from fcripture, the abfolutc impoflibility of 
the eternal duration of fuiFeriogg,"bccaufe thofe paf- 
fages are incompatible with fuch a f^gnifieation. 
I (hall reduce them under tbreecIaiFes, to avoid con- 
fufioa. . 

The firft clafs comprehends all fuch texts as com- 
pare the duration of Divine feVerity with that of 
Divine favor. The pfajmift. fays, fpeaking of God, 
His angir endureih hut for a moment, in his favcr 4s life j 
and the reafon of this evideatly is^ that his anger is 
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cxercifed for a time, that he may difplay the e-ficSs 
ol his favor, throughout all eternity. His anger i»-a 
tranfient mean ; His favor, an edablifhed end. 
\Vcre it otherwife, alas ! and were the fufFerings ol 
the wicked to laft forever, we fliould be obliged to 
reverfe the text : for this martal life,' the' only period 
in which thy cou4d enjoy any portion of divine fa* 
vor, IS furely but a moment, compared with an eter- 
nal duration ! But thanks be to God, His word every 
where contradifls ttiis dreadful luppofition ; and it is 
not lefs true now, than when, be declared to his an- 
cient people, In a litllt wrath I hid my fact from ihu 
foramoment^ but with everlafiing kindnejs will I have 
mercy en %het^ faith the Lord thy Rideemer. For -ihe 
mountains fiall depart^ and the hills be removed^ hut my 
kindnejs Jiiall not depart Jrom ihee : neither fnall the cove- 
nant of my peace he removed^ faith the Lord, that haih 
mercy on thee» 

I proceed next to another clafs of paCTages, if pof- 
fible, more decifive than the forhier ; which exprefs- 
ly dec(are) that the Lord will not always chide : neither 
will he keep his anger for ever. And do we not Tpeak 
the fame language with the pfalmift, when we main- 
tain, that future fliflFeriog, which is the wrath /• come^ 
will not laft eternally, htczixh^ He mil not keep his 
- anger for ever ? The conteft which is to deflroy fin, 
will be long and painful to finncrs, but as they are 
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n0tjiron^er than God^ He mull at length prevail, for 

' Ift iLtU not always chid\ How comforting is it to the 

foul oppreflcd and terrified almoft to defpair, by the 

wciglit of her firis, and the horrid apprehenfion of ' 

^eternal fufferings, to tajlc this good inord of tht Lord^ 

which our Saviour has afliired us, .Jhall never psfs 

away^ though heaven and earth (hould be removed. 

How delightful to find in it, thofe comforting worqs 

of the prophet Jeremiah : The Lord will not cafi off 

for ever; hut though hs caufe griefs yet zoill he have com^ 

faffion^ according to the multitude of his mercies. For He 

doth not aJliSi mllin^ly^ nor grieve, the cbiUrenof mtn. 

I come now to the third clafs, which comprehend « 
all. thofe paflages, defcribing the Supreme Being as ; 
our Creator. . And thefe, like all the former, are 

.*pi:oois founded on the higheft authority, that of God 
himfell ; and yet this is not all, for as His word is 
anaddrefs to our reafon, fo He condefcends to rea* 
fon wkh uSj that He may convey light and convic- 

:tion to our fouls; which is evident in all thofe texts, 
rcprefenting the Divine Being' as our Maker. Crea- 
tion is our primeval title to divine love, and benefi- 
cence : the gift of exigence is the fir ft. and funda. 
mentai blefTmg ; the feal, and token, of every other. 
We know from thence, that He is good, and full of 
\ose to us ; becaufe, when he bad no need of us. He 
created us ; iand in conferring exiflence upon us, we, . 
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and our happineiOi are become hU care. 8y that a.& 
o\ wifdom, goodneGi, and power» the Creator has ub« 
dertaken the charge of our happinefs ; and, had He 
not certainly known He could accompUih it. He 
would never have given us being. But let us attend 
to thoreinfpired words of the pfalmift, which (peak 
the language ot confidence and alTurance : The Lord 
'wiUperfeEi that which conurncth me : thy mercy ^ Lord^ 
endureth forever ; forjake not the work of thine own hands. , 
T/ie Lord tvill perJeQ that tohich concemtih me. And 
■what is that concern ft> interefti.ng to me ? Whati but 
tny happinefs ! the utmoft happinefs of which my 
nature is capable. Now, from the firft moment of 
my being to the prefent^ He has not ceafed to con- 
duct me towards, and to prepare mo for, that celeftial 
happinefs : af)d had I confiantly adhered to ihe falu« 
tary diflates of his providence aod grace, and not 
turned afide to do mine own wtil ; I fliouJd doubtleft 
have made a far greater pr ogi efs in the career of hap- 
pinefs. But 1k>w remote foever I may yet be irom 
this defirabJa attainment, yet I know t<i(it the Lord 
zvill perfeQ that wMch cencernftU me j and that whatever 
means my moral flatc may req.u!re, will be made uGe 
of to elevate me to perfe&ion and felicity. B^it how 
do I know it f hecauje his m§rty eadunthjomer. This 
is the folld hafis on which my everlafling hopes re- 
pofe. This mercy is ioexhauAible, can never be 
tired, nor fail of the time requifite for the executioo 
ot its defigtxs ; bccaufe, to Him a thou/and years are 

at 
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Ofoneday^ and eteruity is His. Thus, whatever the 
ireedom oi my will has refifted here, will be accotn- 
pHfted hdreaft^r, whtre I fhall be chaftifed. and faved 
from Chofe ficis that place an obfiacle between me 
and my happinefs ; Where Divine Goodnefs will, if 
neceflary, employ the moft rigorous and terrible 
means, to brrng me to fuprenie felicity ; for Ht will 
not Jotjakt iks. zuork of Iliir hands. So long, therefore, 
as it fhall be true, that I am Hi^ work ; To long will 
it be true alfo, that He cannot abandon me; and - 
thefe admirabte words of Da>^id, which I apply to 
niyfelf, relate equally to all n>y -brethren, to every 
ibh ot Adam. 

Bu»T mi>ft I now compare thefe luminous and cx- 
bilitfating truths^ with the gloomy, and difcomfort* 
ihg opinion I am combating ? Alas ! were the tor- 
ments of the wicked oi iniirtite duration, thefe fub- 
lime truths would not be fuch for the reprobate ; it 
would not be true for them, that the Lord would per» 
JtB that uhiik tQncernah ibem I It -would not be true 
for them, that-tke mercy of the Lord endurcth for ever / 
Nor would it be true, Ma^ Ht doth not fbrfa\e the work 
Qf^his hands'/ Forfake, did I fay. Ah ! ihall I have • 
the courage to ioDow this dreadful fy ftcm through all 
M revolting confequcnces ? Happy were it for them,- 
did He forfake them ; did He utterly abandon, and 
leaves them a prey to death and the grave, where an* 
Dibiiatfon might fwallow them up for ever. No ; ; 
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Hi« almighty power mull be difplayed ia their rcA^ri* 
redion ; in creating there, as it were, a fecoad timCt 
in giving them an immortal exifience, to the toi 
that the fierce anger, the implacable terrors of the 
LorJ, may bje difcluirged upon them throughout all; 
eternity. And i? this the Father of mercies ! the 
Parenjt oi the human race ? No ; it is the phantom 
oi error. Graeious God ! By what prodigy of blind- 
nefs art thou thus mifreprefented, in the roidftof 
titiofe very finner», fpr whom thou gaveU thy well- 
beloved Son,, that He w^ighi pgr/eQ tfi^t which c$nceriutk 

But I turn from this terrifying afpeft, to finifh my 
third clafs pt texts, with thofe comforting and reftor- 
ing words in Ifatah ; where we (hall hear our merci- 
iul Creator declare that He doth not puniAi or lejefb 
forever. For tbus/aiih the high and lofty Onf^ thai in- 
haiiteth eternity^ wko/c name is Holy ; / d&^e/l in tht hi^k 
and hdy place: ^ith him alfo that is of a contrite and 
kumHe/pirit^ to revivt thejpirit of tht humhU^ and to re^ 
9ive the heart of the contrite ones: (that is, fucb ai my 
chaflifements have humbled and converted) For / 
ttiz// not contend forever^ neither will I be always wrath r 
For the Jpirit fkafl fail b'.fore me^ and the fouls tubich I 
kavi made. What a declaration is here ! He mU not 
tonttnd forever^ but till the heart of the finner is be- 
come humble and contrite, Then will the High ahd 

Holy 
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HpfyOnc receive him into his prtfeoce, and rMve 
hisjfiirit: and l^e wHI a£i tbus, ior<h« cltfeal ftafim 
HUnfeif decUrOi fcft t^e feipjfl to wfaoni be ha£k 
given exiAcnce, Aould fail befone Him. Now wiH 
ool the fame renCoii Aibfift at the great day of ac^ 
•outiU ? Will it not be equally true theo, a» oow^ 
that He is the Maker oi our fouls i^ 

The paflages which come under the fourth head^ 
exprefs the univerfaldeftination o£men,to falvation. 
happinefs» and liFe eternal : and arc fo many declara- 
tions abfolutely incompatible with the eternal dura- 
tion of fuflferi ngs ? Were it ollicrwifc, it would not 
be true> thai all men were created for happinefs ; but 
on the contrary, that two very oppofite defiinations 
were afligned them ; fome to felicity, others to in- 
finite mifery. Such, however, is not the language 
of the divine word : God our Saviour mil have all men 
to htjavtd J He is tkt Saviour of all men : and in ordes^ 
to announce this grand truth, as a thing that will in- 
fallibly take place, and which will be equally certaio 
and univerfal as our condemnation to mortality oa 
earth : we arc toldj that as hy thg offence of one, judg^ 
ment came upon ail tutnto condemnation (to death) even 
/o, by the righteoujnejs of one, ihe fret gift came upon all 
men unto jufiijication §J life. Thus we fee,, how ex- 
prefsly the word of Gpd declares the univerfal falva- 
tionof mankind to be His will andpurpofe ; and 
what will afluredly take place. 

Now», 



Nbw, if it be true; that fcripture agrees withritfdC^ 
and with reafon^ it is evident that we muft unddr- 
ftand every difpenratiea ottheAlnrighty, ascomf-^ 
ponding with the great end he has- in view ; the uou 
verfal falvation oi his creatures. The pain* and fUb 
ferings ot the world to come, cannot; without doing 
violence to reafonNaod fccipture, he feparated froov 
this great fcheme» which Almighty Wifdom has 
planned; and mu flr therefore be ixrMn;r of falvatioa 
to the reprobate; real chafiifements, inflifled for 
their .con veriion and amendmeqi/u; confequeotly hf 
the word eternal^ we are. not to underdand an infinite; 
but a limited^ though, probably to fonie,.a very long 
duration. 

The ancient covenant made with Abraham and 
his pofterity, was peculiar to the Jeyvifh nation, and 
excluded every other. It was to ferve as the foun- 
dation of that new, and better covenant, which the 
Divine Being defigned of univerfal extent; ^nd to 
which it was to give place. This new and univ^ri 
fal covenant; with all nations, by which the Gentilea 
fbould be called, and the heathen become an inherit 
tance, is repeatedly foretold in the. prophetic booki. 
Iris therefore a truth, founded on the records of that 
ancient covenant, that its duration was inUnded only 
fir a/eafon, and that itjkouldgive place to.anoihet^ 
It is neverihelefs together with its rights and cere- 
monies, repeatedly called eternal: and if an infinite 

duration 
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AiUj^^onis to be uoderftood by that term, the Old 
and New Teftament are »a oppo&Uoo to each other i 
nay. the former i» in a fiate oi difagreement with it* 
§sli. How therefore do dtvioes, in ewerj coiaaun- 
ion of ChrJ (liana, adjuft this difficulty P They agree 
to uke reafon ior their guide, and very iufijy, aad 
ratioaally decide, that the word elernatonly implies 
i^/angtbui UmiUd duration ; and that nothing more 
was meant;, tfami i^e cooUnuwpuce of fhp ancient cov- 
eoaot^ t^Ul kt lipd aofwsefed tb^ itAportant purpoles 
ior which it was ftftabtiAed. ol preparing the way 
for another, and uni¥eritd covenant, by which it was 
to be abrogated. 

NowtUs method of ceafoniog, <b J4ift and fatiriae. 
tory, is^ot more natural in this ki&ance. than in its 
application to. future punifhmenis. For fince the word 
of -God, which brings to man iht glad tidings of e- 
Sernal faivation, at the fanie time calls (uttrre fufier- 
Wigs eiernal ; it i^ clear, that by a parity of irafon. 
^ith that already quoted, we are not to underflarid 
that word in its abfolute (enfe ; as it would thereby 
be i<n manifeft cantradifiion with tl;^ revealed will 
ct our Maker ; but that we ape to take it into a ienfe 
agreeable to the word of God, to what we know cff 
bis nature, and to the powers and faculties which he 
has given us fof our direSion : and tihis we Oiall do. 
»f we admit that it implies a permanence, and perpe- 
tuity ; till fuchtime.'as" by the dettruQion of fin, 

and. 
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'and converfibh oi the Tinner, the paternal viewt oP 
our Creator ihall be iulfilled.- 

There remains ladly, andunder the fifth headf ye4» 
one remarkable text, where our Lord Jefus Chrift 
himfelf, gives the name oi chafbifement toiuture 
fufierings : eke/i,hy$-hc^ fpeaking oi^the wickbd» 
/hall go away into everlafting punifhment. Now» 
though the word puniihment is made ufe of in our 
verGoni in the original Greek4he word kolafis-^ is pe* 
culiarly^ applicable to the pruning of trees, which 
therefore implies correfiion, or cbaftifement ; and 
was in ufe to exprefs* that correElion,- by which men 
ytfixe made better, like to trees, who have undergone 
the operation of pruning, or lopping oflfthe dead^ 
• or unfruitful, branches*. 

In my preliminary difcourfe I promifed to cite no 
human authorities, in prooi o[ what I fliould ad- 
v^q.c^ ; .hitherto I haye adhered to reafon, and fcrip- 
lure ; but, as in this particular inilance, I cannot 
quote the latter in the vulgar tongue, I am obliged 
to ha ve recourfe to the original, and to prove to my* 
reader, by fuch authorities as cannot be furpeSed, 
that the Greek., word kolajis!^ fignifies chaflife^ 
ment. And thefe authorities fo refpe^lable, are two 
learned divines ; one, the illuftrious Grotius in his 

rights 
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rights of- war and peac^ \ the other, the celtbrated 
Wyttenbach,.in his EJfay on daftrinal theology :— 
Grotias fays exprefsly, thjt the hnd of punijkmgnt 
uh'Qh tends to the improvement of the ermine/, is^what the 
fhilofophers calUd among other things^ kolafis^ or chaftife- 
inent;i And Wyttenbach, who writes this paflage 
Irom Grotius, fays, that God, in the inJli6lion of Jvjfer^ 
iags, has three ends. in vitzo j ihcjirfi oj which is the C9r» 
reSion of the ojfender^ in order to his future amendment, 
dnd that the Greeks frequently gave tojuchfufferingsihe 
name, kola (is. 

Thus we fee from unqucftionable evidence, that 
the Son of God hihifelf, calls future punifhment 
cha/lifement : now a never ending chad ife men t is a 
contradi61ion in terms. The word ^/^r/za/mu ft there- 
fore, in that connexion, fignify a long and dreadful 
correSion^ which will never ceafe till fin is fubdued, 
and the heart of the finner difpofed, and properly 
prepared to experience the efficacy of divine re- 
demption ; that power of God, whereby the Son was 
hnito Be the Saviour of the world, thatke, by the grace 
ofGod,fIiould tqfle death for every man ; not for oar 
Jins only^ but alfofor the fins of the whole world. 

If then the fulTering? of a future flatc, are fo dread- 
iiul by their duration, they are not lefs io by their na- 
ture. 
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ture. Let u^ not infer from the word ch^i/inrenfi^ 

made ufe of by our Saviour, that the torments of hell 

will bear any refemHance to the correQions of the 

prefeni world ; otherwife than as both are intendefl 

to promote the fame fahitary end, for in every other 

rcfpcfl;, both of degree, and duration, they willbc 

fo entirely difibrent, that in the original language oi 

the new teftament, they do not even bear the fame 

names. Scripture, defcribing the chaftifements of 

this Hie, in the epiftle'to the Hebrews, make$ ufe of 

the Greek word paideidf which fignifies the correC" 

iion of a child, which is inflifled with the rod.^ 

Whom the Lard loveth, he chajleneth andfcourgtth 

(or ftrikes with a rod) every [on whom he receiveth.^ 

But the great and terrible chaftifements 0f a future 

ftate are axprefled by another v/ord ; and one that 

denotes, as I have already faid, a long and fevere 

chaftifement with a two edged fword, which will cut 

to the quick, in order to* fever, and lop ofiF every 

dead and corrupted branch. 

Such are fome of the priitcipal declarations 6( 
fcripture, which contain the third proof of this great 
truth; that the puni/hmenis which the Divine Being 
inJliSs on the wicked hereafter^ are Jo inany correc* 
tions to bring about their converjion ; and are real 
chaJK/tments. Each of thefe rcfpetlable declarations 
taken independent of the refl» as they proceed fiom 
the Goel oi» all troth, oughtt&be of iufficiem weight 

ioV 
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for^otxr convi£lioti. But what tranfcendent ligbt 
TDDuftrefuIt from tbeir union t Let us endeavour to 
colics their Icattered rays into one focus, and let 
that focus be our heai:t, tha\ by their lively ardour, 
rachof us may be animated by divine love ! 

'Oh Eternal Father of us all! Tkine anger then en- 
thii^es hulfor a moment, becaufe thy feverity is only 
one bf'the means, by. wbicfi thine infinite wifdom 
leads us to thee ; hut in thy favour is life^ an eternity 
of life, to the end that Thou mighteji have mercy upon 
all. It rs for this reafon that thou wilt not always 
thide^ nor rejeft forever, becaufe of thejbuls thou 
haft made, UJl they Jtiould fail before thez ; for thou 
wilt not abandon the work of thine hands. Conform- 
able then to the immutable defigns of thine all-pow- 
erful Will, Thou wilt pcrfefl that which concerns 
u«, fo as in the end, to he ike Saviour of all without 
exception : yes ; even the Saviour of ihofe who are 
now the Daves of fin, and hardened fo as to refifl ev- 
ery gentle method, which thy grace employs for 
their fan£lification. For fuch, thou hafl prepared a 
laft and terrible expedient, to be exercifed only, if 
need he, a rigorous, an eternal^ in a word, a juft 
chafit/ement^ proportioned, both in degree and dura- 
tion, to the refinance and obduracy of the unhappy 
(inners who have incurred if. But to preferve us 
from incurring this tremendous punifhrnent. Thou 
baft given thy well beloved Son, and hafl conflitu- 
L ted 



fed him our King, and our Judge ; that he may re 
duce to thine empire fuch among us as reft ft thee ; 
may ^reai them with a rodqfiron^ and dajh them in 
pieces like a potter's vfj[el\ and when, by thefc 
means, their hearts are broken andhumbled ; then 
>vill this Saviour, this High Pried, this King» bring 
them all to dwell with Thee in -thy high and holy place: 
and thus, having finijhed the- work which thou gaveft 
him to do, he will furrender at thy lect the fceptrei 
which, tor this important pui^bfe, Thou haft given 
him, and will deliver up the kingdom /t? Thee, thai 
Thou mayejl be all in all. 

I think we may now conclude that we have efiab- 
lifhed a fundamental principle whence to form con- 
fiftent ideas of the Juftice, and feveriiy of God; 
who punifhes the wicked that he might hlejs thtm^ by 
turning tkem every one from their iniquities. How dit« 
ferent from that implacable feveriiy, which, under 
the fpecious title of juftice, would be infatiable ven- 
geance, infinite cruelty, incompatible with good-* 
nefs ! 

If we allow that feverity is aWanch of goodnefs, 
it will fet that amiable attribute in its true light, and 
prevent us from falling into the dangerous illufion, 
of expefling nothing Irom Divine Love, but mercies 
and favours* We fhould not only confider the end^ 
but the m^ns of condufling us to felicity ; which 
* will 
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will be fevere, upon tvtryjoul of man that dodh cvily . 
The goodnefs of the Deity is as enlightened as it is 
infinite ; it is a goodnefs infeparable from wifdonip 
and confequently firm, and exempt from fuch falfe 
compaffion as ari-fes from weaknefs^ An inflexible, 
an inexorable goodnefs, which, without being influ- 
enced by our cries and fupplicationSi will complete 
its defigns ; in a - word, a juil and real goodnefs; 
which will treat us. in a way fuitable to our moral 
flate, and by which the fu fieri ngs that are to elevate 
us to fupreme happinefs, are as certain as the infinite 
goodnefS'Of God itfelf.. 

But, if Divine Juftice is fo formidable a branch, 
of goodnefs, it is not lefs. comfortable to be affnred, 
that we can never be called to endure any fuflfering 
which is not difpenfed by the paternal goodnefs of 
the Lord ; that our fruit m/i 6e unto holinefs^ and t fie, 
'end tvcrlajiing life ;. and that a time will come, whca 
we Ihall blcfs and praife him for our chaftifements, 
as for the moft real and falutary favours. Let us 
therefore, conclude this long, paragraph with the 
propofition with which we entered upon it ; Tha^ 
the injinitt jujiice of God far from oppofng his goodnefs^ is 
t» itfdf a branch^ formidable indeed^ hut never thcUfs^ an 
important and intcrejling branch of Divine Goodnefs, 

I come next to confider, ne ivfnite Authority of 
Gods tohich^ far from being contrary to^ is entirely founded 
upon g9odne/s. 

This 
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This authority conGRfr in the abfolute, and utiKlib' 
ited right which the Supreme Being has of difpofin^ 
of us, and of our aOioos. By: the &^ of tbefe rigbu, 
he can deal with us as he pleafei ; and by the fee* 
ond, has an undoubted right to our obcdteace in 
vXiatever he commands. In virtue of this double 
right, which conftituteshis fupreme autfaorityy H^ii 
our Sovereign Lord, and our abfoluU majkr* Such 
is the infinite authority oi God, than which it is not 
poflible to conceive any greater. 

To ihefe two rights on the part of Gbd; two oWi* 
gations follow on ours. The firfl is our humble and 
entire acquiefcence in every thing he fees fit to dif« 
penfe : and the fecond, our faithful and willing o. 
bedicnce to all his commands ; which obligation is 
as ex'tenfive, and as unlimited on our part, as^he att- , 
thority o\ God iifelf. In virtue of this obligation, 
we arehis fervants, his flaveS ; wbofe only lot muft 
ever be, fubmiflion and obedience* Such is our en- 
tire dependence with refpefl to God in virtue of his 
authority, that it is impoffiWe to conceive a ftronger 
obligation. 

Let us nowejcamitie the found ation ot this author- 
ity ; for the divine authority, as it is real, muft bce^ 
fiabliflied on fome good reafon, as its inconteftible 
proof and title. All authority dcftitute of fuchfoun-^ 
dation, is chi|iierical,.and the unjuft claicn of ufurpa* 

tiOD. 
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'tfon. Reafon and fcripture agree in making the aEl 
ofcrtaiicn the foundation of this divine prerogativr, 
Reafon tells us that to God belongs and on his good 
pleafure mutt depend every thing he has made ; and* 
that the Creator of the univerfe muft be its Lord.— 
Scripture informs us that the Moji Hi^h Godis the 
tojfejfor of heaven and earth \ that thi earth is the 
Lord s, and the fulnef 5 thereof \ and in Ezekiel, ^tf- 
hold^ all fouls are mine. Thus, in the hundredth 
pTalm, the inhabitants of the earth are called upon ta 
rejoice, hecaufe that the Lord has made them^ and 
not they themfelv'.s. And lafily to fliew, that crea- 
tion is the title of this authority : fcripture farther rep- 
refents it under the image of a potter, who fafhionr 
the clay according to bis wilL We find in Jeremi^ 
ah a remarkable parable to this purpofc. God hav- 
ing fent the prophet to go down to tne potter's houfe^ 
vihere the veffel that ke had made being marred in his 
hand, he made it again another vejfel, as feemed good 
unto him ; upon which the prophet was commanded to 
f|)eak to the peopltf^, faying. hou/e 0/ Ifrael ! can 
not I do with you as this potter ?' Behold as the clay 
is in the patterns hand, fo are ye in my hand, houfs 
of Ifrael! It is impodible to exprefs more ftrongiy. 
theabfolute authority of our Maker, in confequenco 
of our being the work of his hands* 

Mankind are generally agreed on this fubjeft, yet 

they .ftrangcly pervert the truth, by oppofing thiS 

L 2 authority 
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aDtbority to infinite goodnefs. For ta the divine as- ' a 
tborityr they difcover reafon to juftiff the infimte 4 
inifery oi the reprobate ; and maintain^ that as iht ^ 
authority oi God is infinite and unhaiited, he has* 
right to infliEl on them never endnig tormerfti. Ani 
in order to filence fcvery expoftulatton, the words ot 
St. Paul are applied to this fubjeft: JfFAo uri liM^ 

man ! that repliejl againjt Gatl f Shalt ike Mng 
formed, Jay to him thai/or meJ it^ Why hqfiik9m timit 

mt tiius f Thus does a truth ill underftoodi laad l» 
iSbe moft abfurd confequences \ 

It IS therefore of the la ft importanee to fi»eW| ibaK 
the barbarous right, attributed to the Almighty, of 
rendering his creatures infinitely wretched, is a right 
abfolutely impoflible in its very nature, and confe* 
quently we do not leffen the divine authority, by ex. 
eluding from it this pretended, this horrid right ; as 

1 hope to prove iipon farther examination. 

It then the autliority oi God arifes irom the ad P 

ot creation, let us confider what there can be in this I 

aft that may ferve as a juft foundation of this infr- l 

b!Ic authority. In th? a6i ot creation I can diftin- ] 

guifh but two things : the Almighty ^^a^r, which I 

formed us ; and the willy which led him to create us. I 

The divine authority mufl be the refult of one or ' 

tlie other of thefe. Now it is evident that power a- I 

lone, confidered in iifelf, can ncvtr be the lounda. I 

UOR 

\ 
I 
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Kon of divine authority. The idea of power and 
firengtbt and tb^t of authority and right have no nat* 
iiral conne£lton« A Being may have fofficient 
flreogth and power tofabjefi me to his pleafure,. 
but thia alone can never give him any right ; if 
therefore he has any real authority over me, it miift 
be derived from fome other fource» for power alono 
is the pretended right of an ufuiper ; fiinilar to that 
of the beafts oithe foreflr. This is a propofition fo 
clear, that all demonftration would tend to obicure 
it ;.no one will ever difpute it ; I may therefore pro* 
pofe it as an axiom, thai^ the reafon of Jupcriar 
firtngth is no rHafoa ai alt, or that pHoer alone can 
eonfcr nojujl right qf authority^ 

It is therefore in the mil we are to feck for the 
foundation of that Supreme authority which the di- 
vine B«ing pofleflCes over his creatures. Now that. 
zvill, which from nothing caufed us to be, was the 
firft a6l of infinite goodnefs, and arofe from the pure 
ptinciple of benevolenct and loVe. It is that which 
has conflitutedihe Creator the tender parent of allt 
and is the pledge of that happinefsl, which iifaing 
fromhhn, inuft in the end fill with felieity every 
intelieOual natufe. Ah ! vrk^n I Contemplate the 
Being of brings, niideiP thfe intferefting point of vicW, 
in which creation places hltit ; whei^ I view himjis 
A faithful Creator, afe ftn eternal ftndgraciouis Father, 
who gave me e xiflencc that he might give me hap« 
pinefs } I amnot at a loTs to dirceira the foundation 

of 
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of his infinite authority ; I fee that it is the rights 
renderings me happy in the way beft fuited to my na« 
ture, and by the means bed adapted to the end* I' 
Ihen perceive the fironged and mod intimate obli« 
gation on my part, to fubhiit blindly, and without 
referve, to this authority ; b'ecaufc, in my nature I 
find a con Rant third after fupreme happinefs : Ifeie 
the tolly and extravagance of ever complaining of 
the diipenfations or laws ot an infinitely wife Being ; 
the prefumptton in a weak and ignorant creature of 
deciding on the means by which its happinefs is to 
be procured. fVo€ unto him that /Irivtlkzoitk his Mak' 
er : let the potjhtfds ftrive with the pQtJhird%.Bf tht earth, 
Butjhall the clay fay to him that fajhioned it^ what makejt 
thou f Or thy luork^ he hath n* hands ? 7hus Jaith thg 
Lcrd^ thg Holy One of IJrael ; ajk me of things to come 
concerningmyfonsf and concerning the work of my hands 
command ye mCm 

Since then the infinite authority of God over His 
creature&i is His unlimited right of conferring happi- 
nefs in His own way ; let us never afcribe to that 
prerogative, the right of rendering ihcm forever mif*. 
craWe. Whatevfr fraU mortals may pretend, this 
right is abiblutely impoflible in itfelf, becaufe revolt- 
ing from nature. Creation, which is an aft of good- 
nei's, could not confer it ; tor to create for the pur^- 
pofe ot infinite miferyj would be an a£i fo unjud, fo 
cruel and tyrannical, that we cannot conceive a being 

capable 
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€9LpMt of it ; Hi would be c<Mitrary. to that verf na«.. 
tare oi whijch God himfelf is the Author ; and in m< 
word^is abfolutely impoffible. It is not on any fuck 
principle that our heavenly Father, realoos with us» 
concerning that authority founded on creation, fince 
He aileget that very aft, aatbe reafon why Hi wil 
$ut contend /irevir, ¥t hsUu^sj^ mnuh^ atlbaveaU 
teady Ihewn in quoting diat text. 

From what hat been faid therefore* we may diC^ 
cern the nature of that authority, which the Divine 
Seing poflefles over us as our Creator ; a right, not 
properly the o£^pring oi power, but of infinite and 
'unioerited love* By this a£l of paternal goodnefs. 
He has given us the pledge, the lure and certain 
pledge of its eternal eisercile ;. direCled by that wif- 
dom, and attended by that power, which are alone 
capable of employing the means necelTary for fecur- 
ing our perfeflion and felicity ; and.if our natural . 
defire of happinefs leadt us to accept exiftence as a 
precious benefit, the fame nature lays us under the 
firongeft obligation to acknowledge this infinite au-^ 
Verity, by receiving all its difpenrations and laws« 
with the molt cheerful and profound fubmiflion* 
^inct the infenite Mthfity of our Creator^ far Jrom being 
contrarjh to injmite gooine/i^ i$ entirely founded upon ii» 

Ovr next confideration relates tojhe injnite MajeJ- 
ty of tkc Sufrom Mcifitt ^hich fdr Jrom icing contrary 

it. 
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U, is built upon goodnejs as its firm andttefnatfounta^ 

Hon, 

When . we confider the Divine Fexng in Himfcl^^ 
and independent ot any will to His creatures. He 
prefents himfelf to our aflonifhed irtiaginatson,in the 
infinite grandeur of fupreme majefly. What then is 
this fupreme majeft-y ? It is tht fpitndor tttifing frcm 
the union of all the divine perfcSlions^ as thejirfi^ the t«- 
ttlUgent andpovip/ul cau/e of the univer/e,. 

As thefirjt cau/e of the univ&fe; we behold in God 
the Being of beings, whofe glorious attributes are alt 
eternal, independent; immutable, infinite and nece& 
fary, as is His nature and exiftence. What grand* 
ear I What majefty is here } 

As the intelligent^ and powerful caufe of the univcrft^ wt 
behold God as an eye, pervading, enlightening, pen? 
etrating the immenfity of fpace, and the revolutions 
of time. We fee an all-pawcrfpl arm, which noth- 
ing canrefift, and which holds all things under ilt 
direftion. By thefe two perfeftions,,which are iuv 
finite, we may conceive the omniprcftnce of God, that 
immcjnfity which f lis hiaiten and earth. 

Such is the infinite majefly of God. How feeble 
is- language ! how defcQive every term by which wt 

try. 
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Vtf to exprefs our thoughts on this fublime fubjeft ! 
Our thoughts themfeives, our moll elevated concei>« 
tions, aldisl What are they on a fubje6l fo marveN 
lous ! which abforbs and confounds every^ finite in- 
telligence ? Lord my God^ thou art veryr great^ thou 
art clothed with honor and majefty I Who co^trtfi thyjiif 
mth light as zuiih a garment j who firetiheft out the 
keavens Itkc a curtain* Who tan utter the mighty a8s of 
ike Lord /* Who canjhcwjorth all his prai/e ? His greats 
ne/s is unJearchabU / 

"When I contemplate the Divine Majcfty ifl itfelf, 
vhen I behold a neceflarily exifient Being ; a Being 
immutable and infinite, whofe knowledge, power, 
and prefence are univerfal and unlimited : I am filled 
With a refpefl, a veneration, bordering on apprehen- 
fionand terror, which leads me to exclaim with the 
pfalmift ; What is irtan^ Lord / that thou art mindful 
of him ; or the f on of man^ thai thou vifiteft him ? But 
tvhen to thefe ideas I join thbfe ai'idng from infinite 
goodnefs ; when I remember that the Being infinite^* 
ly great, is as infinitely, and as neceflarily good, my 
foul, no longer terrified and appialled, confiders the 
majefly of the Deity in its mbft intereiling afpeS ; 
it beholds a Being neceflairy in all his attributes, con* 
fequently, infinite and immutable in goodnefs : an 
eye from which no darknefs can hide, but a paternal 
ej^e, from which nothing, conducive to my bappi- 

sefsf 
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neft, can eieape ; tod by whom th« very Im^ of 'ttjr 
bead are nonibered : an alK powerful, bot at the Qmut 
time, a paterDal ana, ftretched out for my defenct, 
and able ioptrft&tluu nkitfi comensmc^ all that ftall 
be neccfiary to fecure tny happinefs. How delisbt- 
lul thus to Uaite the gdodneCi of Ood to His majef* 
tg I From this union refults the moft per (e£l idea we 
can poffibly form o( the Dmne Nature. The majefy 
rfGod it ail that He -19 corf fidered in Himfelf ; and 
ihegoodne/s tf-God^ ail that He is, corifidered in rela- 
tion to His creatures; arid both are fo ihtimately 
conneQed that whatever tends tp^xalt the fpiendor 
of His adorable 'majefly, does not left elevate oor 
ideas of His inefiU>le goodnefs. 

But notwith Sanding diis ibtimate'union of tnajefty 
and goodnefs in God, human prejudices have been 
fertile in difcovering meana of placing them in op* 
pofition : for what cannot prejudice accompliih ? 
The neceflity of finding in the Supreme Being fome- 
thing to juftity the infilQion oi never-ending tor- 
ments on the wicked, has given rife to this <;ontra* 
di£lion, and led to this abfurd reafoning. Every Jirig 
will tome fay, is committed againft God, and conJtqutnU 
ly agaitfjt ififinite Majtfiy. From this indifputabic 
truth they proceed to draw the foliowing conclu* 
fion; that ail fin^ even in the mojt minute degree, de* 
ferves infinite punt^ment^ buauje committed againft 
infinite Majefy. I lament the ncccffity I am tin- 

der 
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^cr fcrroufly to refute fo miferable an argument. 
But weaic as is this reafoning, it is, neverthelels, 
held by many honefi, upright, and in every 
other refpefi, inteUigent, and cultivated minds. 
What ! dUfin defer ^vt injinitt punijhmtnt^ bec^uli: com* 
mitted againft infinite Majefly ! Should we not, ia- 
fiead of refuting fuch an argument, perceive at the 
firft glance, that it refutes itfelf, and proves nothing, 
becaufe it proves infinitely too much ? A being who 
merits infinite punifhment, is a biing ivjiniuly culpa^ 
hie: a being infinitely culpable, is a bdng infiniUfy 

zoicktd; and a being infinitely wicked, is a being in^ 
Jiniu. Thus is the finner, mortal man ! a being fo 
' weak ^nd finite, by the help of this argument, tranf- 

tormed into an infinite hdng I Thus we fee the fallacy 

of an argument which leads to fuch abfurd and irra- 

tional conclufions. 

But I will go farther, and fhcw, thatnojin^ whatever 
CAn dejcrve infinite punijkmcnt. 

I admit that all (in is committed againfl God, and 
confequently ^gainft infinite Majefty. It is this 
%vhich properly conftitutes its great malignity. Sin, 
is a will in man, qppofed to the will of God; and 
this charaficr alone were fufiScient to difcover to us 
its odious, its fatal, hs prefumptuous, and extravagant 
nature. It is this charaQcr of fin which fcripture 
has in view, when it reprefents the carnaL mind as 
M enmitj^ 
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enmity a^ainji God ; and gives to finners the appcHa* 
(ion o{tnemUs £/" G<?<f, becajufc a ftate of fin is a flate 
t>i rebellion ^gainft our Maker, 

But though all fin bears this odious chara£ler, at^d 
is committed againft infinite Majcfty ; neverthelefc, 
there is, in all fin, an efiential circumfiance which 
renders the ofiender more or lefs criminal before 
God. This effential circumfiance is tkt degree of 
knowledge which the finner has of God, arid of bis 
will ; fo that a man is rtndered nfore cr Ufs culpable^ in 
' proportion to the greater ^^ or Ufs extent of his knowledge^ 
As this is a principle of' common fenfe, which I be- 
lieve no one contefls, I (hall not dwell upon it, or 
even refer my readers to the many paflagcs in fcrip- 
ture which afTert it, becaufe it is impoflible they 
iliould be ignorant of them; but proceed to fhcw, 
that no fin, whatever, can deferve infinite punifli- 
ment, . unlefs we can fuppofe a thing impoDBHe, 
which is, that the finner is pofiefied of an infinite 
Icnowledge of God and of his will. 

Befides; let. us call to mind, whenever we fpeak of 
the fiifferings inflifled by the DivineBeing, that they 
can only be chafiifement's for the finner; and that a 
chaflifement without end» is a contradi£lion in terms, 
and inconfiflent with the ideas we ought to form 6i 
the all.perfeQ nature of the Deity. 

Bcit^ 
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Btft, if firi cannot merit infinite punifhment, lee us 
fee what that fufFering is which it does deferve. The 
principle which I have juft hecn recalling to the re- 
colleftion of my reader, will enablie him to difcern, 
that if divine punifhments are chaflifements, every 
fin will deferve fufFerings as great, and as durable^ 
as are requifite for the deflruQion of fio, and the - 
converfion of the finner, 

It'is therefore certain there can be nothing in the- 
infinite majefly of God, which can ever flop the 
courfe of his infinite goodnefs. The majefly of God 
is the union of all thofe glorious attributes which 
flii'rte forth in Hiin as. the firft, the intelligent, and 
powerful caufe of the univerfe. Thus the majefly o£ 
God confifls in His neCefTary, His independent, 
His eternal, and immutable cxiflence; in His good- 
nefs, His wifdom, and Hi$ iafinite power. Such are 
the glorious attributes which conflitute fupreme 
majefly and grandeur, and which render the Being 
vho is poflTeiFed of them perieftly fufficient and in- 
dependent, haying nothing either to hope or fear^ 
from any outward caufe, Tofuch a Being therefore, 
and to fuch aione, can abfolutely,. and exclufively 
belong a pcrfeft difinterejiidnefs in all He does ; He 
alone can poflefs, in the fupreme degree, what among 
men is called gtnerofity^ ^nd magnanimity y the moft 
fublime, the mofl glorious qualities by which an in. 

telligent 
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telligent creature cao ever refemble the Cfeitor^ It 
belongs to God alone to begieat ingoadn^s^ aad U 
zEi always, aod in every cafe, from pure love to HU. 
creatures ; for who, but fuch a Being, is poCEbfleiot 
knowledge capable of difcerning^ and power to exe- 
<^ute all that can conflitute the happinefs ot His crea- 
tures P In a word, He cannot be a Being of. infinite- 
Tnajedy, unlefs He is a Being of infinite good- 
nefs. Refentraent, hatred, vengeance, and crnel- 
ty, were ever the wretched of&pring of little miods,. 
of weak and. cowardly fouls ; of thofe depraved aod: 
corrupted beings. wh^are the (hameiul fport of'tbeic- 
bafe and unruly paffions. True magnanimity, fucfa as 
belongs to Him who is trufy great^ knows none oi 
thofe degrading and animal emotions, and never ex- 
periences any but tlte noble and generous, fejitiraents. 
of clemency, of love, and ot beneficence. How far. 
lit we, alas I from honoring the Deity, when, under 
pretence ot vindicating the rights of His offended 
majefiy, we attribute to Him fentiments that would 
difgrace a frail mortal ! To honor God in a manner 
becoming bis perfeftions, let us acknowlet^ge with 
joy, this precious and interefting truth : that he is 
infinitely gocd^ and in conjequence of that^ ir^Jinxt^ly great. 
When, therefore, in the preceding chapter, I under- 
took to eftablift the infinite goodnefs of the Supreme 
Being, I began by feparately proving thofe perfec- 
tions which conflitute His fupreme majefly, from 
^vhence I deduced his infinite goodnefs. 
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We may therefore conclude this paragraph, by af- 
feriing, that the infinite majefty ot God reds upon 
His goodnefs, a.s upon a firm and un(haken founda*- 
tioo, becauie, all the attributes which compole the 
divine majefly, are eternal and imi^uiable. As long^ 
therefore, as the Dfeity fhall be neceffarily exiftent, 
independent,- eternal and imnautable ; as long as he 
iball continue^ infinitely, wife and powerful, fo long ; 
will He remain infinitely good : and thus, tht infinitg 
majejiy of God^ Jar Jrom hcing contrary to, is buUt upon r 
gotodrufs^,as its firm and ttcrnal foundation^ 

Tht glory of God, inflead.cf requiring any thing ccn>m 
trafy to his infinite goodnefSf is highly inter tflcd in its 
eternal txercifcm . 

The Divine glory is not any fin'gle attribute of the S 
Si?preme Being, but that refplendent luflre which - 
arifes from tbe union of all His adorable perieflions ; : 
and may be defined the ftrtking manifeftation which * 
the Derty vouchfafes to make oj Himfelf emd of His.per-^ 
feSlions^ to His treat ures^ in nature and-re'velation. All 
the works of God, whether itfy^divig the creatioa « 
and government of the univerfe, or the redemption 
and falvation of the human race, bear the marks of 
His glorious attributes, and are flam ped with the 
charaQer of his adorable perie£lion$ : For in nature, . 
ThcA^.avens declare Jhe glory of Cod^ and.ihi firmatnent •- 
M 4i . fheztictkJk 
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Jkemtth forth his handy worh : the UfhUi earth is fwt^ 
his glpry. In the great work of redeembg. lo¥9^ 
fcripture informs lu, Tkut- tha Son rfGad^ the authtr 
amd^ifiiref our faith, wasthgJrighlmefs 0fhis EathetU 
gUry^ and the exprefs image of his per/on : the gofpel^ 
She glorious gojpel of Chrijt ; and the redemption h< 
came to accompliffa, is reprefented in the epifile to- 
Ihe EphefianS) ax heimg to tha praife and gUry of his 
grace. Thus what one prophet calls the hncwUdge of 
the Lord^ another calls the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lords becaufe it is in the knowledge of God tbatfr 
His glory confifls, agreeable to the definition I have 
given. 

If then the glory of God is the refplendent and 
univerfal manirefiation^oi all His perteQions; all 
♦hat glory required, is that. the Divine Being (houldbe 
known to Hia intelligent creatures as He is; and 
therefore it can. never require any thing contrary to 
his ]nfi:nite goodnefs. Neverthelefs, by a ftrange 
perverfion of ideas, means have been touod ot oppot 
ing the glory oi God \o his goodnefs^ and this from j 
the neceiSty of afligning a reafon tor the infinite ' 
ipifery of the reprobate. Whoever admits eternal 
torments, cannot poffibly attribute to his Maker a 
<lefign of layiingthe whole human race ; but as a Be- 
ing fupreoKfly wife muft propofe to hiraCelt fome 
•odtn ill lifi does, fo has the glory of God been 

icleaed. 
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fekfted as the end and purpofc of all His aftionsi. 
What a iblecifm is here ! for io fcparating the glorf^. 
of God from the happinefs of His creatures, it be* 
conies tmpoffibit to prove, that all He does is with 9k* 
view to His glory. This, however, wh^n rightlf 
under Aood, is a principle 1 am far from rejefiing, 
but confider as a fablime and facred truth ;. as Khali 
evince hereafter. But this prtncipfe. when in the 
hands of thofe of whom I am fpeaking, becomes a. 
convenient mode of plaufibly accounting for the in- 
finite mifery of the reprobate. The Divine Being, 
will fuch argue, doesrall things for His glory, that is, 
to maniteft His perfeOions in a ftriking manner. 
Thus, at the great day of univerfai judgment, the 
^oodnefs^and juflice oi God will.be difplayed in His 
paternal love to the righteous, and His tremendous 
juftice to the wicked. Thus far we agree to the truth 
of this propofition. But they proceed to difguife 
the nature of divine jufiice, by fuppofing it to confift 
in fuch feyerity as. can only belong: to vengeance and 
cruelty. They conclude that, as the infinite good- 
2)els of God will be manifefted in the eternal falva- 
tion of the eleS, fo will His juftice be difplayed in 
Uxe endlefs mifery. of M=»e reprobate : and that as the 
divine glory requires the manifeflations of His in- 
finite juftice, it requires the iofioilc mifery ot the 
wi«k4?d^^ 



Ubt us ft6p to behold the ^faui iafi^ence of 5ne 
error, how it: corrupits and perverts the fublimeft 
truths.. The example before us is (Iriking. Ail 
the propofitions here laid.:down «r« fa many facrei 
and Tolemn truths. But whither dathey lead.? Alas I 
when cootatninated by, the admiflSlon oi one.faul er; 
ror, they coodud thofe:ot whom I .am fpeaking^.to . 
the moll horrid conclu&on which can poflibly be 
dcawn ; That the hanpHr and glory qf a Being infir 
niiely good^ requires him tojhtw himfelf^ in effed^ in^ 
finitely Qrueland implacable ! How . flrange, O my 
Gpd ! how inconceivably ilrange» to make^ thy glo- 
ry confift in what muil jnaqQ. diOipiioqr thy great 
n^ime [ 

In aflerting this do we aflimi th^t truth leads to er^ 
ror ? No, truth in its purity can never condu6l to 
falfehood ; fince every confequenc^ which, flows 
from a true principle, is as evidently true, as the 
principle which gave, rife to it. Bat the introduc- 
tion ot a fingle error, ol one falTe idea, is fufEcient to 
inle6l and pervert a. long chain of truths; each of 
which, by being allied and incorporated with it, par- . 
takes of its falfehood, in as much as it conveys ideas 
oppofite.to truth ; and ihtis. it is in the cafe before 
us. The mind, accu.ftoroed to attribute to the divine 
Being \he infii£lion of endlefs torments on creatures 
who exift only by his irrcfiflible will, feeks in Hiin 
fgnie perfcClion whereby to leffen the horror of an 

idea 



Mb*a^»iii|ich oppoTed to Divine Goodneft, as dsrk- 
Dcfs to light. To thit' erroneous idea they give the< 
awful and facred nMae of Juftittt place it among tM 
divine attributes, and never fail to prefent it under 
this falfe appearance, fo that the propofitions jud 
ftated, though true in themfelves, become affefled 
by the aflbciation, and lead to this terrible conclu- 
iion, ihiLt the glory of God requires the infinite miferj 
^ike reprobate. 

To change the face of things we need therefcm 
only refute tfaia errooeous idea of* divine jufticqi^ 
which J have labored to ttkBi in the preceding par«» 
agraph ; and I hope not without fuccefs. To that 
definition I refer my reader, and to the confequences. 
which Sow from it, which w« will now apply to our 
i)xh}<idi* li ju&ice is a branch of divine ^oodnefs ; 
and rigour, naerciful feverity, with a view to th« 
correction and amendaafent of the fafferer ; it is evi« 
dent that the glory of God, though it requires the 
puifhment of the wicked at the great day, requires 
Dothing contrary to infinite goodneis.; aathe exer- 
cife ot that fevere jufiice is at th^ lame tiaae a maiw. 
tie Ration of his gooduefs. 

It would be treating this interefting fobjeft too 
flightly were I to flop here : I muft go yet farther 
and demonftrate, thai ihegloty of God is fovercignly. 
iriure^cdinthc€tfrnaiex^rd/eo/h\sin6nit€gojoda£/s. 

threft 



Three coniideratians offer themfelvet in fiip[)ort of 
this truth ; and I flatter myrelf my readers will oot 
think ihp dirculBctn they require tedbus« 



ThefirA coRfideration refults from the definitioi h 
of divine glory. For it this conlifis in the illuflriom b 
manifeftation which the Supreme Being makes oi k 
aU hU admirable perfedions^. it is necelTary to that 
glory, that he (hould be known as.. be really is.?* 
Now, God is love» pure difintereiled benevolence* 
To know him therefore as he is» we muft- contem- 
plate him in the chara£ler ot infinite goodnefs, ani. 
in nothing derogatory to it. The glory of the diw 
vine nature requires, therefore, the difplay of -an un- 
changeable, inexhauRible, univerfal and eternal good- 
nefs to all his creatures.- It is thus that the glory ot 
God fhines forth in the works of nature, where Hi 
leaves not him/elf without a witnefsin that he'does good i 
giving us rain from heaven^ and fruitful feajonsy and 
Jilling our hearts with food and gladnefs. But if we 
read this truth infcribed on the works ot nature, in 
what lively charafters does it ftand exprcffed in the 
volunxe of his grace ! where the Father of mercies 
fpares not his own Son, hut delivers him up to death 
for us, together with ihc mod fjlemn afTurance, thai^ 
he will with him freely give as all things. 

But it may he afkcff, does not the glory of God 
require the manifeftatioa of his other perfeftions ? 

Cjertainly^ 
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*' Certainly, as itrefults from' their unitn. But in iht 
exercife of divine good nefs, do we not fee infinite 
wifdomdireflifig, infinite power executing ; do we 
not fee divine goodnefs, under the name of holincffs, 
promulgating the moll perfeft laws for our improve- 
Bient and happinels ; and does it not aflume the for. 
midable appellation ot}u(lice, that by chaftifements 

• it-^may accomplifli thedeHraflionof^n, that enemy 
ef our peace, and induce us to a cordial dnd habitual 
obedience to all the divine commands? And O ! 
what heart can conceive I What tongue can exprefs 

■ th'e praifes due to fijch exalted-glory ! when all thefc 
adorable perfeflions (hall be fully manlfelled to eve- 
ry creature ; fin conquered, and finners become ho- 
ly j perf eft and happy ! Their hearts, penetrated^with 
love and gratitude, -will forever adoref the Author of 
their exi Hence ' and felicity, before whofe throne 

■ will eternally afcend the grateful homage of their 
I thankfgivingand praife, which (hall refound through 
'] ihe manfions ol celeflial glory forever and ever. 

The fecond confideriation, by which I mean to 
fhew that the divine glory is intereiled in the eter- 
nal exercife of infinite goodnefs, is, that his glory 
is infeparable from the happinefs of every intelli- 
gent being. If the perffeS glory of God arifes frotti 
the perfcft knowledge of his perfeflions, this knowl- 
edge niuft become univerfal to every creature, in or- 
der to the complete Itiaoiftflation of bis glory.— 

Now 
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^ow it is impofiibk that beings flionlj arrive at tlie 

knowledge of God, without, in fome meafare, re- 
f«mbling him. To know God as he is, is to behold 
him as inlSnitely aroiabie ; and to 'view him as in- 
finitely araiabljs, is to love him with our whole 
heart ; and is not this to be good, perfe3 and hap- 
py, and to be imitators of him ? St. John fpeaks the 
fame language when he fays, wcjhallie like him^r 
wcjhallfet him as ht is. It is therefore as certain 
that'all men will, Iboner or later, arrive at perfec- 
tion and happinefs, as it is certain that the Divine 
Being will render his knowledge and glory univer" 
laU And what heart is not tranfported with the 
moftpcrfcajoy, in the view of a fututity fo inter- 
efting and certain ; of a futurity which (hall unite 
the perte^ glory of God, and the complete felicity 
oi every creature. And can we ever doubt, that 
when the Supreme Being is employed in the ad^ 
vancement of bis glory ; he will not at the iame 
time, by bis in^nite goodnefs, zovrA in us to mil and 
to do of his g 00 d pUa/ure. 

The third and fail confideration on this fubjeS: it, ^ 
that the glory 9/ the CreaJtor depends upon the p^ec* 
tion of his (;reatures ; asthe honour, pf the Workei 
arifes from the p?rteQioo of bis wotk. Cao wf 
thing, on this principle, be move contrary to the glo* 
ry of God, than tbeiofinke mifery of t^^ie^cobfttt? 
A «uii4t\)dt fit .inl^itigtat w^ itBosifH^ *btifim 

WVkofe 
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whofe nature and ftate will be in eternal contradic- 
tion the one to the other. For with natures capable 
of happinefs, and deflres ardently direfled towards 
it ; their eternal portion muft be the moft horrid and 
unremitting agony. Defdription falls infinitely fhort 
of the terrible idea ; but reafon tells us, were we free 
Trom prejudice, that it can never advance the glory 
of the Creatof. 

If, as fome pretend, the reprobate remain for evei 
in a hardened and obdurate ftate, what do we behold ? 
But a race of beings for ever devoted to crimes and 
fufierings, on whom Almighty Power confers eternal 
HBxiftence, well knowing it will be employed in per- 
petuating fin and mifery ! If we are to frame our ideas 
of the Worker from His works, how formidable mull 
thofe be, which are received fronii the reprefentation 
of a multitude of wicked and unhappy beings^ plung- 
ed for ever in all the horrors of fin, of blafpheiny, o' 
agony, rage and defpair ? 

If we admit with others, that the reprobate are ca- 
pable of fincere repentance, but that it will be una- 
vailing, becaufe the final and irrevocable fentence ir. 
pronounced again fl them : This fuppofition relieves 
us at leaft from one contradiftiori which the former 
contained ; for thus at leaft, fin will not lafl for ever, 
and intelligent creatures will not be eternally wicked 
N in 
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in defiance oi a nature which came perfeEl from tbe 
hands of the Creator. But if it obviates one difficul- 
ty, it raifcs another from which the former was ex- 
empt; which is, that thofe beings penitent and con- 
verted, will then forever afpire at' an approach to God 
as their fovereign good ; will for ever implore his 
mercy and forgivcnefs ; while God on His part, 
though the Father of mercies, will eternally repulfc 
and jejeft them, and reluk to be txaltid^ by having 
mercy upon them ; but leave them a prey to the moft 
cruel fiifiFerings. * And here again were wc, as we arc 
commanded in fcripture, to judge of the Worker by 
His work, to what conclufions fhould we not be ted 7 
What ideas fhould v\^ form of the parent of a num- 
erous family, who would turn from the fupplications 
oi his penitent children ; and who, pofTefTing " the 
ample means of rendering them perfeflly and lafling- 
jy happy, fhould be forever deaf to their in treaticsi, 
iind inflift upon them unterminating mifcry ? 

Which ever way therefore we behold the reprobate 
in eternal mifery ; whether as obflinate finners, or 
as penitent offenders, we cannot help difcovering \ 
thfir fl?.te to be in contradiflion to the infinite good- 
nels of the divine nature, and confequently abfolute- 
ly impofTible, 

The painful objeft we have been contemplating, 
i^requires us to turn our thoughts once more back up* 

on 
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on tlie delightful contraft of Goodnefs Infinite, which 
will leave no being in the univerfe a final prey to 
wickednefs and mifery, but will accompiifh H'.^ 
work, by enlightening their underflanding, refliiying 
their will, rooting out every vicious habit, deflrcy ing 
every evil propenfity ; and to efFeft this, employing 
every mean of gentlenefs and feverity, that His wil- 
dom fhall fee necefTary ; till He has at length ban- 
ilhed evil from the univerfey and rendered ail its in- 
telligent inhabitants good and happy. What a prof». 
peS! But fublime and delightrul as it is, it cannot 
be exaggerated, becaufe, it is our Creator, the beft, 
as well as greateft of beings, our eternal Father, who 
is to complete the afloniOiing work : He who com- 
mands us to love Him with ail our Ata^t^ and with all our 
Jcuf^ and with all our ftrcngth^ and with all our mind ; 
becaufe He is worthy of this abfolule love and con- 
fidence. How happy is the univerle to be fubjefl to 
his government I What gladnefs (houid we feel ! 
What fongs ot triumph fbould we raife ! How Jhould 
the earth rejoice^ that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth / 
And that under His (way we may reft affured, that 
no moral evil will ever exift, which (hall not be def- 
troyed, nor any phyfical evil which is not intended 
as a remedy, whereby moral agents may attain to per- 
feflion and felicity ; to the immortal glory of thfe 
Being infinitely good. 
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Let us then, with the delightful fenttment ariiing 
from pcr[e6l convi£lioti, draw this conclufion from> 
all that has been faid ; That the glory of God ^ far from 
requiring any thing contrary to His infinite goodne/s^ tj, ts 
the highffi degree^ intereHed in its eternal txtuifi* 

Having thus completed the examination of thofc 
feveral perte£lions in the Divine Nature, which have 
been oppofed to infinite goodnefs ; I hope it will 
appear with perfefl evidence, that neither the liberty, 
ihe holinefs, or the }uflic6 oi the Divine Being ; 
neither His authority, His majefty, or His glory, can 
in any inftance whatever^ contradiS, or oppofe His 
infinite and adorable goodnefs, of which thefe feveral 
perfections may be faid to be branches ; and from, 
their flrift and intimate connexion, to throw new 
light upon the principal fubjeQ of this work. — But 
as the above difcuilion has been long, it will require 
the following recapitulation. 

The infinite Liberty of God fecures to His creatures the 
perfeS and eternal e^ercift of His infinite goodnefs j be- 
caufe this liberty confifls in an abfolute exemption 
from all reftraint, and a freedom to execute every 
defign and purpole of his goodnefs, without impedi- 
xsent. 

The infinite holinefs of the Divine Nature is a capital 
and delightful branch of infinite goodnefs ; it is that ivill 
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of the Supreme Being which requires the moral per- 
fefiion of finners, becaufe abfolutely neceflary to 
their happinefs ; and which hates fin wilb a perfe6i 
hatred, as the obftacle oi their felicity, becaufe His 
love to the finn^r is infinite. 

7 hi infiniti jujlicc of God is another ^ and aJormidabU 
branch ofinjiniu goodntjs j fince from it we are aflured 
of (hecoH'flant difpenfation ot whatever is heft adapt- 
ed to our moral (late, and confequently, that we (haU 
not efcape the infliflion of fuch fufferings as his wiU 
dom (hall fee necefiary for our converfion, and fal. 
vation, however dreadful in degreq, or lafling iu 
dufiatiouc . 

The inJiniU authority of God U entirely founded on His 
injinite goodnejs j i6r it is the abfolutd and unlimked 
right which tlie D^iiy pofTefftts as Creator/ of governw 
ing His creatures, and leading them to happinefs by 
fuch raeaus as. He fees moft proper and efficacious. 

The-majejly §/ God is the firm and uytjk<ihtn foundation 
of His infinite gcodnefs ; for tlie fupreme majefl y of the 
Moll High, fpeaks HitI^a Being abfolutdy ielf-fuffi- 
cient, totally difinterefled in aH his anions, and con- 
lequently incapable oi any other motive than the 
happinefs of his creatures. This Mijeily alfo con- 
fifts in the various perfeftions ot the Divine nature, 
N 2 ^4.. 



and as all thofe glorious attributes are immutable and - 
eternal : the Divine Majefly muft ever remain the 
loundation of infinite goodnefs. 

And la (11 y^ Me glory^ of the Supreme Being is fovereign^ 
iy interefieJ tn the eternal exercije of His irtfinite goodne/s ; 
for in order to the frue maniieflation of this glory, 
the goodnefs ot God muft appear, what it really iit 
infinite ; or in other word», unchangeable, iDexhauf- 
tible, univerfal and eternal ; which neceflarily leads- 
to the difplay ot the divine wifdom and power, of 
holinefs and juftice ; and renders the perfeft glory ot 
God infeparable from his knowledge, and from the 
perfeBion and happinels of his creatures ; as the 
glory of the worker arifes from the periefiioQ of his 
worlc. 

Such is the fiibftance of all that has been advanced 
^n each of thefe heads; the refult of which is, that 
ail thefuhlme per/eGions of God as they exif, in him^ and 
iu the manner thfy are drfplaytd to his creatures; far from 
containing any contraJiElion or opptffitUn to each other, are 
in a conj^ant and beautiful harmony ; and admirably con^ 
Jpirejointy to fpread ptrfeBion and happinejs throughout 
the unirjoje: confirnHrg thf»fecond confequcnce arif- 
iiTg from inf5nit«? goodnefs, that it is ahjolutely impojihk 
Oinythi^.gfnouldbefound in Cod contrary thereto. 
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As the earneftnefSfWith which I have been endeav* 
buriog to efiabinh this important truth, has led me W 
prefent it in every point of view which could tend 
to its elucidation, difengage it from the fatal miffs of 
errors, and raife it viflorious and triumphant from 
^he chaos of prejudice and mifappreheniion ; I fear I 
may have been led into repetitions unneceflary to the 
candid, but not void of ufe to fuch as have been long 
prejudiced in favor of contrary opinions. 

Let us now proceed to our third confequence, 
Svery aSl oj the Dmne Being is an oB of infinitt gnoi^ 
fufs. 

A ftw words will be fufficient to evince the truth 
of this propo'fition. Every aft of the Divine Being 
is an aft of his will : now as his will is infinitely and 
perfcftly good, every aft of his will mufl be an aft 
■of his goodnefs ; as I have already fliewn, at large, 
from reafon and fcripture, in explaining thofe words 
of St. John, God is Uvt j where the apoftle gives us 
the mod admirable definition poflible of the Divine 
will ; for the feat o( love and benevolence refides 
not in the underftanding, but in the will. In treat- 
ing this fubjeft therefore, r proved, that the eternal, 
immutabU ejence of the Divine toill, was loue/er his crea- 
tures ; the mil of rendering them happy ; He has no other 
tuill out this ^ none different ^^ none contrary; in a word,. 
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hhtiiiU i^Uvt and goodnejs : for; God ij love^ whicb* 
gfvcs rife to the third confequcnce, thai every aS iif 
God is an4i& of hisinfinHe goodnefs. 

As this propofition is important, I mud negltft 
nothing to make it, if poflible, yet more evident ; to 
place it in the firongeft Ifghf I will compare this will 
oian intelligent creatore with the will of the Creator. 
A created intetligence, however perfeQ his nature; 
and elevated his rank in the fcale of being, is never- 
thelefsra finite being, aiid thence, capableof advaivce- 
ment in_knowledge,^in excellence, in perieflion, and 
bappinefs. The goodnefs' therefore of fuch a being, 
great as it may be, is neverthelefs limited ; for want* 
ing felf-fufficiency, he c*nnot be perfeftlydifinter- 
cfled. Two diflferenr motives will, by turns, over- 
rule the determinations of his will ; his ownadvan- 
tage, or that of others ; and. whenever thefe (hall be 
found in oppofition, it is natural. that the balance oi 
his will (hould preponderate in favour of hhs own inw 
tereft, . Nay, more ; whenever fuch a being is called 
upon, generoufly lo forego his own immediate ad- 
vantage, he. needs .the encouraging promife of a fu^ 
ture glorious reward. X6 animate him to the noble /a- 
crificc. So true is it, that created beings are. In fomc 
degree, indigent, and can never entirely divefl thern*^ 
5elves ot a'defire to promote their felt-happinefs- 

Kit 
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But it cannot be thus with God ; a being perfe£lty ■ 
independent, immuiable, infinite ; can never, in any 
fingle inflance, be determined by motives oi felt- 
advantage, becaufe, it would imply a contradidion to 
his nature to fuppofe fuch a being had any thing to 
acquire. The motive, the only motive, by which 
the divine will can be influenced, is the Happinefs of 
his creatures : He alone poflefles fuch fupreme good- 
nefs ;. and therefore it was, that our Saviour declared, 
tAer€ is none good but one^ that is God. 

But in order to confirm the truth of our third coa« 
iequence, that every aS of the Divine Beings is an aS of 
Bis gcodnejs ; let US have recourfe to the authority of 
fcripture, where we are told that the Lord is good to 
all, and his tender mercies are over all his tuorks. That he . 
is righteous in all his toays, and holy in all his works. 
And when St. Paul in his epifile to the Romans, 
ipeaks o\thi perftQ will qfGod^ we are undoubtedly to 
underftand, that all his ads are a&s of goodneCi. It 
is alfo worthy of particular notice, that the fame 
apoftle, writing to the Ephefians, concernitig the laU 
vation declared by Jefus Chrift, calls it the good plea. 
fare £>/ the divine zoill J and in his epiftle to theThef- 
falonians the fame is expreffed, as, the good plea/ure of^ 
his goodnefs, fubftituting the word goodnejs for toill^ be- 
caufe iq effe£t, they are one and the fame thing* 

And 
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And now, that I have eftaWifhed this truth frbia 
reafon and fcripture, let- us- fee the rich treafure it 
contains. 

And let us firtl confidei* the propofition before us; 
i. €. every a3 of ike Divine Being. If we. conlider 
hisa3s with refpeA to time, the propofition contains 
a&io'ns pafi^ prefent, and future ; if with refpe£l to 
ptftte, it relates, not only to this earth and its inhab* 
itants, but comprehends thofe innumerable worldi 
that fill the itnmenfity of fpace, and all the beings 
that ever have, or ever will inhabit them : fuch is 
the extent of our third confequence, it comprehends 
eviry a8 of the Divine will, whether in time or irt 
fpace. 

But let us advance a (lep farther; and fee what 
thofe aflions are of which God is the fource. And 
here I (hall perhaps furprize certain of my readers 
by aflerting that God is the author of every a£lion ; 
all that is done throughout the univerfe, if not the 
immediate a6l of the Deity, is the immediate a£l oi 
creatures animate, or inanimate, who compofethe u- 
niverfe. Now thefe creatures being the work of God, 
abfolutely depend on the power of their Creator lor 
their exidence and aft ion ;for in him they live, mox}e\^ 
an d have their being ; neither could they as our Saviour 
declared to Pilate, have any power except it were given 
thioifrom above^ Thus every a6lion of the creature is 
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U.^kefame time an aSion of the Creator. Creatures 
re the fecond caufes, the Creator is the firft caufe o{ 
II. Second caufes are inftruments in the hands oi 
he Firft, by which he accorapliOies his eternal pur- 
ofes ; therefore every thing ultimately proceeds 
rora the Firft .Caufe : lor who^is he that faith, and 
f cometh. to pafs^ when the Lord commanded it ^not ? 
)ut of the mouth of the Mqft Htgh pr-oceedeth not evil 
ndgood f I form .the lights and create dtktkt/s ; / 
naie peace and create evil : I the Lord do all theft 
kings. • 

But among the aftions of fecond caiifes are'found 
I multitude of fins and crimes, and can thefe be re- 
erred to the atlion of the Firft Caufe, without mak- 
ng God the author of fiii ? The drfficulty arifing 
From (his objcftion will appear if we attend to what 
has been faid relative to the immediate a^lions of fec> 
ond caufes, that they are at the fame time, the aOions 
dfthe creature, and of the Creator. Thofe afiions in 
fhe creature, which are evil, are no farthcffinfiil than 
as they partake-of a corrupt will, and are oppofed to 
the hw of God : for Jin is the iranjgreffion of the 
law. But in as much as thefe aQions belong to the 
Firft Caufe, they muft proceed from a will the raoft 
excellent, and difpenfations the moft falutary : fec- 
ond caufes become culpable before God by the wick- 
ed intentions which infligate their anions ; while at 
the fame time, they are the ignorant and undefigning 

inftruments. 



inftraments, By which the Firft CauFe executes (be 
purpofes of his eternal counfels. 

But we will have recourfe to fome examples to 
Ihew the juftice and truth of this difiin'£lion. The 
death of the Son of God is allowed by all who call 
themfelves Chriftians, to be the moft attrocious 
crime, the moft horrible a&, that the malice and 
wickednefs o( fetond caufes could ever invent ; and 
yet this a£lion, as far as it belongs to the Firft Caufeg 
is the greateft ot bleflings, the utmoft difplay of be- 
nignity and love. When che kings of the earth Jlooi 
tjp, and the rulers were gathered together^ it was «- 
gainjl the Lord and againji his Chrifi ; but this op- 
pofition to the will of God, which was their fin, was 
in his hand the means ol effefling whatfoever his 
counfelhad determined before to be done* 



We have another firikinp; example in the hiftory | 
of Jofeph ; inafmuch as the cruel treatment he ex- 
perienced was the a6lion of his unnatural brothers, 
animated by hatred and envy, it was a crime of a 
black and deteftable nature ; but view it as it relates 
to the Firll Caufe, and it will appear, not only as the 
road to his elevation and profperity, but as the falu- 
tary mean of prefervation to a numerous and flour, 
ifhing nation. This is the language of Jofeph him- 
fclf, who reafoning with his brethren, fays, as for 
you, ye thought evilagainfl me, but God meant it unto 

good; 
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good ; remarkable words thefe, by which we arc «tl« 
thorized to affirm, that whatever the finner intends 
as evil, the Divine Ruler of events means unto good. 

The parable of the prodigal fon offers us a third 
inftance in confirmation ot this truth. His demand 
of the portion that belonged to him, was the a£lioti 
of a libertine defiroiis to (hake off the reflraints ot 
parental authority, and to give loofe to every unruly 
paflion ; but the grant of his requeft by his father, 
vras the excellent and falutary means of producing 
indigence and mifery, and, in confequence of thefe 
affliSions, converfion and amendment. Now we 
fhould do well to confider, that in this parable our 
Saviour reprefenis the Supreme Being under the 
image of the father. 

Thus we fee the Deity prefidinjg over the univerfe, 
governing and direfting every aflion in time and in 
fpace ; fothat there is not an individual among intel* 
ligent beings who is not authorized to fay, all that 
has ever befallen me, from thejirjl moment qffny exiJL 
tnce to the prefent^ is the work of God \ nor can any 
evtnt that may concern me hereafter^ in time or in eter- 
nity^ ever take place^ without the concurrence ofth: 
,Firfl Caufe. Ah I fince it is our happinefs to be in 
poifefTion offo delightful, fo comforting a truth, let 
us never more confine our views with fervile flupid- 
ity to fecond caufes. In all that btfals us, whether 
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jgqoA or eyil.Iet us elevate our thoughts to the grert 
Fir ft Caufe ; let us acquire this delightful habit, that 
whatever the changes of this pafling fcene may be, we 
may be ever ready to fay with the acquiefcence of 
true devotion ; 1 will be dumb« s^nd open notra^y 
r^outh, beciiufe thou, OXord, doeft it. 

If then, n'ery event in time and/pace, is the aB of 
the Fir ft Caufe^ either dire&ly or indireBly\ iy theme- 
diu7n of the cr^at,ure ; we. know that infinite goodnefs 
produces and overrules every events and therefore, 
that whatever bejals every creature in any period of 
time, or in any. part of that immenfejpace which com- 
pofes the univerfe^ is, with refpcB to each ofthem^ the - 
greatejl pojfiblegood. .And is not this the mod delight- 
ful, the mof! fublime^ihc moft intereflijig truth that 
can engage the attention, or animate the hopes of a 
creature ? a truth as certain and necefTary as the inJi- 
nite goodnefs of God. How it brightens the face of 
nature ! and decks the fpleodors of the univerfe, in 
the fmiles of Jbenignity ! This delightful. truth, as it 
relates not only to ourfelves, but embraces every 
created intelligence, mufl fill all who are {o happy as 
to poffefs it, with the moft lively fentiments at con- 
fidence and joy. -How happy am I to be affured, 
that every event that has befallen me,Jrom the Jirji mo- 
ment of my exiflence to the prefent, as well as whatever 
will befal me throughout all eternity^ is thegreatefi 

fioj^le 
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pojjibit good that the iyifinite bounty of my Creator ca '-: 
i^ow. 

Such is the aflurante,luch the confequence arlfing 
frbm the knowledge of the infinite goodnefs oi God. 
How much more truly valuable than any ot thofe 
things ivhich igfiorance and folly fecic with ardour, 
and of which vanity and prefumption make their 
Koaft ! For thbs Taith the Lord, by the niouth of the 
pfophet Jerenfiah, Itt him that glorietk glory in this, 
thiit he undtrflandtth andknoweth k^; that I am tHe 
Ldrd which exercl/c loving kindne/s^ judgment and 
rigkteou/nefs in the earth \Jor in thefe things I de* 
lights Jaith the Lord. May we not, henceforth, r^- 
joice everm^re^ and in every thing give thanks. Nev- 
er let us be'caft down by any events, even thofe 
which wear the moft difcouraging afpcft ; never 
let us judge according to uppedmnce ; but rather, hy 
this great principle of Which Ve are fure, that infinite 
goodnefs, enlightened by infinite wifdom, and fec- 
onded by infinite power, difpenfes every event ; and 
fay with Job, though hejlay me, yet- will Itrujt in him. 

Lei us not quit this interefting truth, till we have 
attended to two confequences, which are calculated 
to demonfipate its infinite importance. 

And firft, let urobferve to how fublirac and glori'- 
ous a height this knowledge of God raifcs Ijuman 



nature, by comparing (he (late ota mfto deftiuite of 
this knowledge, with the flate ot.him who pofleflei 
it. I meaR to reprefent thefe oppofite conditions in 
my own perfon, which every one may. apply to him^ 

fcif with equal truth and propriety. 

DeRitute of the knowledge of God, what am I; 
hut ignorance and blindnefs, encompafled on evtxf- 
fide with thick darknefs ? Not only incapable of 
forefeeing future events, unable to boaft^myfelfofikt 
morrow^ not knowing what a day may bring fortk^ 
but ignorant o\ the judgment I ought to form of e- 
vents when they have aflually taken place, I know 
not when to rejoice, or when to be^f9i£led ; becaufe 
I cannot difiinguifh with certainty* the good, or the 
evil. I rejoice to day at what y efterday affli£led me ; 
and what now tranlports me with delight, may on 
the morrow fill me with affli£lion and drfirefs. An 
hundred times have I been guilty oi thefe mortify, 
ing mi Rakes ; and were I not blefled with the knowU 
edge of God, I (hould thus continue the deplorable 
and wretched fport of fortuitous events* 

But no fooner am I inflruQed in the knowledge of 
God ; no fooner do I behold the Firft Caufe of all, 
as a Being poflefTed of infinite goodnefs, but dark* 
ncfs and chance exifl; no more forme; light lur^ 
rounds my path, and tranquility inhabits my breaft* 
It is true that I do not perceive any more than before, 

hpvr 



Row every event is calculated to produce the greateft 
good ; becaufe, fuch knowledge can alone belong to 
the Being who diftinfily views the immienfe chain 
of caures and efTeOs ; but I am Dot lefs perfuaded 
that every event is the greatefl poffible benefit, be- 
cause ovcrfuled by infinite goodnefs. 

Maylnot'fey that' in this treafure I poffefs ike' 
pearl of great price ; and ought I not henceforth to 
efleem it as my riches, ray joy, my confolation, and' 
my happinefs ? I will no morc/a^t^ thought for the 
morrow ; for -therororrow didl fay, no, nor for the 
events oi eternity. None oj theft things fliall move 
f»^,'but • I will ccjl aU my care upon him xoho caretk 
Jor. me^ and is the difpenfer of every -event. And 
let what will bcial-me, I will ^aite my thoughts to 
the great Fir ft Caufe, and be ready -to fay, O Su- 
preme and adorable Goodnefs, ThouMdJl it \ it is 
thy choice, and can therefore be no other than mye 
greateft good I Thus, whatever may be the prefent 
appearance ©f fccond caufcs, they will nev^r be any 
other, in my fight, than inflruments in the hands ot 
Infinite Goodnefs ; and I- will courageoufly defy 
all the powers of naMire $ every creature in heaven- 
andin earth, in. time or in eternity.to be able to (ep» 
aratc me frono the divine love» - 

Ton>e the glorious efiefls ofrthe divine knowl- 
edge/ axe fucli^ as entirely to overcome my own ig^^ 
O a. Bor«ince 



norance and weaknefs, and extend my klriow]cd|9-^ 
and power far beyond their natural bounds. I know 
not what is necefTary to my happinefa» but.the infi. 
nite goodnefs of the Firfl Caufe knows it for me.-* 
I am» it is true, incapable ot procuring the means ef- 
fential to my felicity ; but I know, that the power oi 
the Filft Caufe is able to eff^fi every thing which 
he fees fuitable to my moral ftate, and conducive to 
my real happinefs. When I confider the gloriottii 
the delightful confeq^cnces which attend this knowU 
edge of God, I feel the force of the eulogy contaia- 
ed in the ninth chapter of the prophecy of Jeremi- 
ah : Thus faith the L§TdfiU not the laife man glory in hit 
vt/dom^ neither let the wUghty man glory in his mighty lei 
not the rich man glory in his riches j out Ut him that gh' 
iiith^ glory in thi^^ that he underjlandeth andknoweth me: 
that I am the Lord, which exercije loving kindnejs^ j^^i- 
Tfunt^ and right eou/nejs in the earth : Jor in theft (hingt 
do Iddightjaiththe Lord. 

I ara now come to the fecoiid confideration rcfult- 
irg from the third confequence ; and this is, that the 
fcheme which Divine Wifdom has conceived tor 
tl-e government of morfjl agents, is the plan of infi-^ 
iiite goodiiefs. This goodaefs has afligncd to man 
I is liiial rieiHnaiion, and from the creation ot the 
vniiii u> die pi efcnti moment, is continually employ- 
c<l in the exrrutiv of this pe.rfefl plan ; which it 
r/ili never ncglctl, never abandon, in time or in 
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eternity ; but fully accomplifh, to the praife and glo* 
ry of the divine name. And could I ever have em* 
ployed to better purpofe, the time and talents thott 
haft beftowed upon me, O my God I than in at- 
tempting to develope this adorable plan of thine in- 
finite goodnefs, according to the light Thou haft 
vouchfafed me in nature and revelation. I will not 
be difcouraged by the fublimity oi the fubjefl, tho* 
I know that I muft fink infinitely below its niajefty ; 
for who can attain to the height of the divine coun« 
fels ? Were I the moft enlightened, the moft eio« 
quent among mortals ; were I even to fpeak the lan- 
guage oi angels ; or, could I boaft the nature of thefe 
celeftial meflengers, I^fiiould be confounded and ab< 
£arbed in theimmenfe abyfs. 

Having demonftrated the truths and unfolded the 
meaning of our third confequ^nce, it is time, that I 
fhould apply it to all thofe dreadful evils which we 
fee in the world ; and to the more terrible calamities 
which divine juftice will inflifi upon the wicked in 
a future ftate. What arc we to think ol thefe evils ? 
What judgment are we to form concerning their ex- 
iflence? Affifted by the light of |our.propofition, 1 
afiirm with, confidence, th^t under the government and 
providence of am injinitefy good Beings all is conjlantly 
right, and that ihert dots not^ er ever will exi/t^ any rtai 
eidl in the univerfe. 
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However, wVien I aflert that there cxifts no rtal 
evil, I am fenfible it requires an explanation ; which 
win be (liort and e^f)\ Evil, confidered »n ti/clf^ if 
real, alas! but too reaPin this unconne£led vievr 
The various and Aeadlul crimes which compofe flii 
black catalogue of vice ; the acutenefs of paip/ th^ 
horrors of indigence, the anguifh of ^liiToliition, are, 
no doiibt, real evils, heavy calamities r-to maintaiiL 
riie contrary, would be' to the iaft degree abfard; 
Bat if we view each of illefe in their confeqiiencfs 
and efFe6)s, we fliall fee that they are not real evils; 
becaufe the infiiVitc goodnefs oi God, who can derive 
good from evil, knows how to make them- confpire 
to eternal happinefs, to infioite good ; fo that the 
evils, through which we raufl inevitably pafs, being 
the necelTary means of happinefs, canaot be efleemed 
other than real good. Do v;e know that we arc the 
creatures of God, whofe deflinalion is for immoilali- 
ty and happinefs ; and that in order to fit us for their 
enjoyment, he has placed uson this, earth for a very: 
little time, where eur ^lays.art as an han&^i headth^ 
and our age as nothing before that eternity which a- 
waits us; we know this, and neveithelefs derogating 
from the grandeur of our hopes^ and confining our 
views to the prefent world ; wc corfider the evils 
which aflault us on every fide, as thc> are in them- 
felvcs, without extending our views farther. Shotild 
they by this mean appear bitter and terrible calami- 
ties ; fhould ihcy leate us without confolaiion, def. 
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tiaite of" couiage or firength to fupport them ;. how 
can we complaia when we have given them their 
fting? In or46r to form a proper Judgment ot the 
eviU oi life, let na conGder them as conneSed with 
their eSe£ls, and we (hall agree to the propofition al- 
ready laid down, as to a certain truth ; that under thg 
governvient-ujui providence of a Being infinitely gcod^ every 
thing. WfUhe uUimaUly rigfa^ and thai there neither is, or 
ever canU^ any real evil in theuniverje.. But let us an« 
alyze this truth by applying h to moral and phyfical 
evil; the former of whichcomprehends every fpeciea 
of (in, and the lauer every kind of fufiering. 

Let uft begin by an enquiry into moral eviL Mor-> 
al evil, or fld, confidered in its own nature, it a 
great and terrible evil, becaufe abfolntely oppofed to 
our bappinefs. Sin is, in iti nature, that will oi the^. 
creature, which is contrary to the will of his Creator. 
Now every aft of the divine will, being an aft of in- 
finite goodnefs, defigned to conduft us to bappinefs; 
every will in man which is oppofed to the will of 
God, muft neceflarily. conduft to evil and mifery ; 
nor can the omnipotence oi God himfeli, render a 
creature happy till this pcrverfe and evil will is fub- 
dued« Such is the odious and horrible nature of fin, 
it places man in a flate contrary to bis nature, inal'. 
much as the dcfire of bappinefs is, as it were, a n«u 
tural inftinft, and the attainment oi mifery the inevi- 
table confequcnce of fin. . This feducer of our fouls 
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IlMs«i]# t^rrejef): the Felicity offered us by our Crea* 
tor ; and to Teek it where it h impoflible ever to' be 
found. And is not this « *oar^ a cruel war U rar 
fiuUf Nayi' more: lin, as long 'as he- maintaias his 
dominion, is an implacable enemy ; increaGng and 
continually aggravating the evil he does ; fortifying 
our inordinate deCres, and rendering their tyranny 
more and more imperious, by the force of habit; 
Hie inures ur to his yoke tilllie makes ut^rink iniqui* 
^ liki toaUr. Ah ! tntght I ever hope that my CK- 
poflulations would reach any oF thofe unhappy vo* 
taries whom he leads captive at his will ; I fliauM 
tell them, from the love I bear to their immortal fou]s». 
thait the accnfation^r have brought again ft fioy are 
not ended here, but that there yet remains a fatal 
truth to be told them, the inevitable confequence of 
their fubjeftion to this raonfter : a truth which I con* 
fider as the moft foiemn, the moft alarming that can 
ever flrike the underftanding of an intelligent being. 
And this is, the fatal tendency ot fin to ftifle in us aH 
tade for virtue, and to lead us on to fuch a flate of 
depravity and wickednef^i that to do good is hateful 
to us ; and when once we are arrived at this terrible 
degree of corruption, the conqueft'of fin over us is 
Tecurc, for we are^ incapable of difccrning tht things 
that belong to our peace ; thty art fooL\Jhnf!Ji unto tex, 
neither can zue know thim. Arid laflly, to complete the 
evil, fin deprives us of the only refource that could 
yet remain to extricate us from the gulph of mifery 
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ior. which we are plunged, by creatnig icrus an aver. 
fion to truth. Truth, did we not fly from it> might 
-difcover to us our miferable condition, fill us whh a 
lively and falutary horror, with a fincere and ardent 
defire of efcapiiig it ; and by its celeflial ray traryL 
form us hy the nn'taing of our minds ^ till it had caufed 
us to experience that the mil of God, which, by our 
iins we had diireAto oppoie,-was indeed a good, an 
acceptahU, and a perJeB wiU. But fin, by the hatred 
-which itinfpircs for Uuth, detains-us in chains of 
darknefs, and clofes every avenue by which the light 
could find accefs to our hearts. It caufes us to neg- 
left and defpife the means of inftru6lion with which 
we zit encompafled, and creates in us the moft infur- 
mountable obduracy of heart. Such is the dreadful 
nature of fin confidered in itfelf. 

If fuch then is its nature, tnay I not expeft to' be 
atked, why is it not an evil, an evil greater than can 
be cxprefTed ? and how I can maintain, that under 
the conduft of God all h right ; and that there exiP.s 
no real evil in the univerfe ? Mow theri ! fliall not fin 
be called a real evil ? Is not that an evil which caufes 
us to rejeft fuprcme happinefs; which corrupts us 
till we become monrflers of depravity and wickednefs ; 
which makes us fo totally blind to our true intereft, 
that we prefer da/knefs to light ; and thus leads us to 
the moft hardened obduracy ? Ah! take heed, will 
fuch fay, left in treating this difficuh and thorny 
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v^uefiioQ;'y.ou draw down on your own head, tbei»oe 
denounced upon thofe tuho tall evil gofufm 

In anfwcr to this objeftion I agree, that fin, emfl 
cud in its own nature^ is a greater evil than can ever be 
cxpreffed, I acknowledge that it is impoffible to ex. 
aggerate its turpitude ; nor have I, in enumerating itt 
malignant efFe£ls, in the lead palliated its unhappy 
tendency, to produce the greateft pain and difirebto 
whoever is infeSed with it. But nevcrthelcfs, a con- 
fidence arifing from the moil perfe£l certaintyt ena- 
bles me to repeat, that/w, confidered in its confiquenca 
and tfftas^ is not a real evil : and I hope not to qmt 
this ful>je£): till I have made this clearly appear. 

Ik fin, or moral evil, was to reign forever in the 
heart of man, I (hould be the lad to affirm that it was 
not a real evil. On the contrary, I (hould never 
have engaged in my prefent dcfign, nor have at- 
tempted to unfold a fchem^, of which the bare idea 
would make me tremble. For, if we grant the cter-. 
nal duration of fin, we mull determine it to be an in- 
finite evil, whether confidered in its nature, or in its 
effe6ls. Upon this fuppofition, what is its nature but. 
the eternal revolt ol finners again ft God, and their 
eternal progrefs in wickednefs ? Confidered in its 
^ confequences and effefls, it would be the eternal 
fourc« of the greatcil Biifery. Let us not dwell on a 
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' ^^ftippofaion Equally oppbfed to the nature 6f a Bring 
■perfeflly good, and to that of creatores made after his 
image ; but confider moral evil in its true light ; view 
it as finite in- duration ; as «n enemy, which will 
fooner or later be vanquilhed in every heart. When 
the Supreme Being created man for happinefs, he 
certainly incw how tar fin would prove the obflacle 
of this felicity : He knew that our whole race would 
become its Saves, In a greater or lefs degree, and in- 

. capable of extricating themfelves from its unhappy 
influence : hut the things which are impofftble with meti^ 
artpofibU wiih God: and therefore a being perfeflly 
good, knew by what means he could accomplifli the 
defiru3ion of fin in every heart : thisistheobjeftof, 
. all the divine difpenfations, in nature and revelation ; 
the great end which the 'wifdom of God propofes in 
kis providential government: this was the work 
which the Redeemer of the world was fent to accora- 
pUlh, when he came tofave us from our fins. 

■The means by -which this change is to be efiefled, 
will no doubt be painful, though abfolutely necefla- 
ry, and finally efficacious; for moral evil muft be 
fubdued by phyfical evil, by the miferies and fufl'er- 
iegs inAi£ledon the finner here, and by the far more 
terrible, «nd more durable agonies of an unhappy 
hereafter: fo that phyfical evil can never be termin* 
ated till it has accompHfhed the entire ext]n£lion of 
moral evil. This I have proved already in treating 
P ^V 



of ftie infinite juRice of the Suprrme Being, wherll 
confidered all fufFering, prefent and iuture» «s chaf. 
tifemcnts inflifled /or our prtfit^ that we might be modi 
partakers of the divine holinefs. 'When thefe Iball have 
produced their effeflrcn^^ ^^^ enemy of happinefsii 
Ibbducd in every heart ; when infinite good nefsfliaH 
thus have made mankind wife and virtuotM/and re* 
duced their wills to a perfeEl cocformity to His 4 
then, and not till th^n, will the current ot his mercy 
flow in an uninterrupted courfe ; ahert will th^Cie^* 
tor and Redeemer of mankind open to them the inr 
exhaufiible treafures of felicity and glory ; then will 
every difficulty difappear, and the-adorableugoodnofs 
ot the Lord {hint in full fplendor, everf heart wiH 
exult with joy and gratitude, and every tongue will 
be tuned to praife, thankful (or thofe very fufferings 
TU)hich kave luorkcd ajar more exceeding and eternal wgighi 
qf ghry. Tfais is the period/the glorious and cert»a 
period, to which we mud dire£l our thoughts, if we 
would form juft ideas oi the nature of evil ; which, 
however great, is not. abfolute, fince it leads to real 
-and infinite good. 

I know of but one cloud that may'lhade the luftre 
ot this truths to feme ok my readers : but as to them 
it may appear impenetrable, I mud flate the difficul- 
ty, and endeavor to obviate it. It is (his : If we al- 
low the Creator to be as infinitely p6wertul, as he is 
perfeflly good ; why did he not make all his cre-a- 
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tares wife and good, v:r. : • . ...a iu).y, from the 
commencement oi their exiltencc ? Why did He 
not appoint their ^erie£li on and felicity, to be coeval 
with their being, .and exclude every kind of evil, by 
forming them m that ftate of perfefiion which their 
' natures are capable of attain{n|[ ? 

I admit that thiis ideal fyftem is pieafing to the im- 
agination ; that it reprefents a world far different from 
that which we inhabit ; a world where fin and difor- 
der, fuffering and affliElion, would find no entrance ; 
and where the torments, I^efi^ured under the arath 
to come, would never alarm : bccaufe thofe alfo would 
be abfolutely ufelefs. 

But this, alas I is only a dream, delightful if you 
willy but exifting only in our imagination, and abfo* 
]utely contradided by ia£is. Moral, and phyfical 
evil a£lually doexift ; and irail mortals are flnful and 
unhappy. SQch is the faft. This earth, peopled by 
a fucceffioQ oi beings in the infancy of their exi(l« 
ence, is peopled alfo by ignorant and finful mortals ; 
it is filled with their diforders and miferies ; with 
their crimes and fuffcrings : fuch is the fa6i ; evil 
cxifts, and yet it appears to us, that it were far better 
it had never been. How are we then to efcape from 
fuch a labyrinth ? 

Before 
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Bbtore ^e enter on the folutioa of this difficultfi 
let us reflet for a moaieot -who, and what we are; 
who thus arraign the works of the Almighty. Alas ! 
are we not weak, ignorant, flibrt-fighted mortals-; 
creatures of yefterday, inhabiting a fmall fpeck in 
the immenfe univerie ? Let us therefore take heed 
when we afk of God, why he has made us thus ? left 
the que (lion fhould proceed fronra criticiiing andTe- 
bellious fpirit. But ihould it on the contrary arib 
from a.defire of information, and athirS after truth« 
it will not then be repreheafible, or oSeaGve to the 
f ountaia of all truth ; for this is good and accept abk » 
the fight of God our Saviour^ who will have all men to come 
at t/u knowledge of the. truth. With thefe laudable leor 
timents, let us therefore enquire wAy the divine 6eing 
did not create us atjirft^ as perfect^ and as holy as wefkatL 
ie^ when we are arrived at the manficns of blifs. 

1 might in the firft' place anfwer, that were we pcr- 
fcftly acquainted with human nature, we fliould pen- 
haps difccrn that holinefs, from influx^ is an impofli'- 
ble and chimerical idea ; bccaufe, perfeft holinefir, 
being the moral perfeSion of our wills, neceffarily 
fuppoles the perfedtion oF our underftanding, and 
confequently the developerae«t of our faculties ; the 
accumulation of light and knowledge, acquired by 
their exercifc : that while we are thus acquiring 
kno'vledge by experience, the freedom of our wills, 
whic'i confl;;rt€ us accountable beings, will leave us 

' liable 
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liable to wander from the right way 5 and that during 
fuch deviations* we may become corrupted and de- 
praved by the iorce oi habit. In a word, had we a 
perle£l knowledge of hunMn nature; it is probable we 
ihould perceive that though man is by his nature, ca« 
paNe of attaining to a boiinefs^ comparatively per« 
fe£l, it muft become his own by the exercife of his 
faculties, which renders him liable to moral evil ; 
and to phyfical evil, which is its neceflary remedy. 

But though we ppffefs prcfumptive evidence of all 
tbi^s, yet I decline grounding my anfwer upon pro- 
bability : I have therefore only glanced at thefe re- 
fie3ions to fhew, that to be able to form a right judg- 
ment, and afcertainthe poffibility or impoflibnity o£ 
the qucftion before us; we ought to be endowed 
with a perfeft knowledge of human nature. Let 
thefe refleftions produce in our hearts lentiraents oi 
diffidence and refpeft, when we fpeak of him, t^hojt 
zuays artmtht dttp ; the Father of light, before whom 
we are darknefs. 

But let us quit tbe path of doubt an J linciertainty, 
and give a deci five anfwer io the queftion : tifhy 
tht tiivint heing did not create us atjir/i as pcrftQ^ and- as 
koly^ as zue Jhoutd bc^ zoktn we 4irri9e at ike manfidns of 
blift. . 
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The fa£l tbea iS| at the queftion Tuppofes^ thai ^ 

Creator has not aSed thus ; that in tormiDg \ 

world He has not excluded ttiora} and phyfieal e 

This is fufBcient for me, it isalll require^ tabe i 

fe&Iy aflured-lhat this exclufion «vas impoffible; 

in other words, that moral and phyfieal evU w«re 

Natural confequcnces of that freedom of wiU nece 

ry to beings in a fiateof probation, and improvemi 

We OMiy^ therefore fay^ that the .total, excluli^n 

evil was not an objeft for the Divine Omnipote 

to exercife itfelf npon ; becaufe God cannot <:on 

di6l himfelF. Eq^ery aB of Ged is an aQ of infinite g 

nejs : it-was perfeS goodnels^created the world, 

permitted the entrance of all the evils we depl 

Nowxlivine good nefs can only be; called, infinite 

perfeft, becaxifeit makes the be fl choice, and ] 

duces the. greateft ^ood. We may therefore be 

fured fhat this wojid, Jormed as it is, is beft adaj 

to the end ; an end moft perfe6l and excellent ; 

th?t it was not poHible to create us in the begini 

as holy and as perfcft as we (hall be hereafter. 

it been pofTibie, or, which is the fame thing with C 

had it been fit-and righi ; infinite Wifdom and G< 

Jiefs would not have aSed otherwife. 

We may jiow admit as a truth, what we have 
advanced on the footing of probability ; that kol 
frj>m infiux^ is JmpofTible ; becaufe deftruftiv< 
xnoral agency, which both fuppofes, and require 



AMe of fchooling, preparative to one ot perhiflioa 
aad felicity. . 

Let us therekire acknowledge tbat thefe finite evila 
are. not real evUs ; becaufe by their, means mankind 
are ratfed to fupreme and univerfai bappinefs ; and 
thereiore» that under the govtrnmet^t nnd providence 
of a Being infinitely good^ exfery thing will be ultimate^ 
ly right; and that there neither is, or ever ean exifi iu . 
ny real evil in the univerfi^ • 

In" applying this our third confequence» tor the va*^ 
Tioui evils we fee in the world, 1 havegiven the on* 
ly fatisfa3ory anfwer to the celebrated queftion, re^ 
fpe3ing the origin eftvil, which has always been 
confldered as difivcuk and embarraflifig ; and exer>* 
cifed at different times^ the greateft geniufes, both 
ancient and modern. In all i have ever read on this 
**wbj%a, I have fecn the 2«/f»?V^ duration of evil grant- 
ed ; whence it became impoffible to folve the diifiii 
culty ; for who can reconcile infinite evil with in- 
finite good nefs, infinite cruelty, with infinite love ? 
But though thefe contradi£f ions cannot be concilia^* 
ted, we (hall find no difficulty in conceiving .the ad- 
mifTion ot finite eviJ, when it is a mean by which 
creatures may be raifed to the perfeflion ot which 
their natures arafufceptible, and made fit for the en- 
joyment of complete happinefs. This is the only 
kind of evil, which a Being perleftly good can ev- 

ex. 
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cfradffDit into hii pUn ; ind the only iatitfaflorr' 
method ot accounting for its exiftence. 

Various, oa doubt, have been the anFwers to this 
thorny quefiton ; and one of the raoft plaufible, in 
order to juftify the goodnefs of God in infiifiing 
sever ending torments on the reprobate, is by iup« 
j^cATi% thoft fttrnal fufftrings necejfarys to procurt 
the tternal kappine/s^ rtot barely of the eleff, but as 
one world is connefled with another in the immenfe 
fyftem, of a multitude of^ther creatures. This fo- 
}u&ion has been received with avidity by numbers 
who fmcerely fought the truth ; but whofe minds 
were prepoffeffed by the fuppofition of the endlefs 
duration of tornrtcnts, fo as never to entertain a doubt 
on the fubjeft. A belief fo oppofed to the divine 
goodnefs. throws the mind into a rcftlefs and uneafy 
Hate, from whence it eagerly defires an efcape, and 
hopes to have efFcflcd, in the above folution ; which 
makes the infinite mifery ot fome, conducive to the 
infinite happinefs of others. They w^ould not cer- 
tainly be deceived by fiich an argument, did they not 
rejoice to find fome valuable end anfwered by the 
fufferingsofthe reprobate ; and in this idea of feli- 
city, imagine they fee thetracer, of the infinite good- 
nefs of their Creator. If they cannot entirely divefl 
themfelves of the feelings ot pity and compa (lion, 
for the many vifliras thus devoted to eternal mifery, 
they endeavour to leffen the uneafy fcnfation by rc- 

flcfiing. 



! 
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ffifting, thaHuch have brought it on ihemfclves, by 
an obftinate refiftance to the grace of God. Befides, 
it may be urged, is not the felicity and glory of ac 
innumerable multitude of iiiteHigences, reiulting 
from this evil, an ample compenfation for the eternal 
perdition of thefe wilful fiiiners ? And with this 
wretched folution do men content thcmfelves. 

To negleft nothing on a fubjeft of fuch impor-' 
portance» I mutt briefly examine this pretended fo- 
lution ; the flrange method of felicity it prefents, in 
making the infinite mifery of fome, a neceflary mean 
of happinefs to others. Among a multitude of ob^ 
je£lions I could find to this borrid method of pro- 
curing felicity, which prefents on all fides the moft 
evident contradiflions ; I (hall confine myfelf to 
proving, that this method of proceeding would be 
with refpeft to the reprobate, unjiift, and cruel ; and 
with refpeft to the blefTed, f ubverfive of its end.. 

To render a multitude of intelligent beings eter* 
nally happy, is an objeS fo fublime and excellent, 
that we may efteem it worthy of the moft exalted 
ideas we can form of infinite wifdom and gcodnefs ; 
provided however that the means neceflary to their 
perfeftion and felicity, arc the gift of God, in confe- 
Qiience of their having improved the facilities with 
which he has endowed * them, and the means ol 
grace and falyation he has offered them by his gof- 
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pel. But to reader creatures happy, ili$it numberv 
ever fo great, by the inQlflion of eternal mifery oq 
the reprobate, would be a method mod unjuft and'- 
cruel. Let us not aflTex^ by way of judiCcation, that 
the reprobate have Jeferved the unremitting. tormenls 
they endure ; for if, as iome fay, the fault is their 
own, I a(k whether exi ftence was their fault alfo ? was 
it not tke Lord that made them, and not they tkem^ 
Jelves f Is it not true, that they were not culpable 
prior to their exiftence, and could not then deferve 
any fuffering ? And can we deny, that the divine 
mind was perfeQIy acquainted with the ufe they 
would make of exiftence ; that it would never be 
other than a ftate of fuflering and mifery ? Is it not 
true that exiftence beftowed on fuch terms is to the 
creature, an infinite evil ? And that the irrefiftible 
fiat which brought them into being, was the greateft 
evil that could poffibly befal them ; and this at a time 
when they could have no demerit, but were perfeEU 
ly innocent ? I leave every canciid mind to deter- 
mine how an irrefiftible aft which produces infinite 
evil to innocent beings, is to be qualified ; if it is not 
an afl fovercignly unjuft an^l barbarous ? We may 
therefore infer with certainty, tl^ai a Being perfeQIy 
good Kill never ^dopt Tuch ^^ method into his plan. 

Let us now confider this pretended means ol feli- 
chy to the blerred : and fhew,. that as fat as it con- 

cera: 
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ccrns their happinefs, :/ is a mean itJhrnBive ofits 
end. 



It IS not an cafy thing to conceive, how the inft. 
"■ nite mifery of the reprobate can -be a mean, and t 
iieceffary mean, of happinefs to the bleffed. Can we 
fuppofc that intelligent creatures capable by their 
- nature of perfeftion and felicity, would be unable to 
attain to thtSL glorious de{tination»tinlef8 at the fame 
' lime a number of intelligent beings exifted in eternal 
' mifery ? Among creatures of the fame nature, thence 
'* capable of the fame happinefs ; muft a part be made 
happy at the expenfeof a confiderable portion de« 
: voted to endlefs mifery and defpair ? Cannot a Be- 
ing infinitely pcrfefl and happy communicate beati- 
^ tude to his intelligent offspring on otticr and* more 
' favourable terms ? Can he not be to fomethe inex- 
haufliblefource of happinefs ; unlefs he is to others 
-the never-failing fource of mifery ? But let us ceafe 
to heap contradi6lion on contradi£lion, horror upon 
horror, and end this difagreeable difcudion, by (hew. 
ing that the eternal mifery of the reprobate, in (lead 
of being \ necelTary mean of happinefs to the ble(fed, 
Tvould on the contrary poifon and deftroy their feH* 
city,' and prove fubverjive ojits end* 

In the firft place, it would poifon the felicity 6f 
the bleffed. The inhabitants of heaven could not be 
bappy unlefs penetrated with: the moft ardent chari- 
ty 
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'^f for their fellow creatures ; for St. Paul tellfus, 
.that without charity we are nothing. In this rerpe£l, 
therefore, as well as in many others, the blelTed will 
refcmbic ihenngels^of God in heaven ; thofe kind 
companionate fpirits, who intereft themfelvca in the 
• converfionand falvationot finful mortals ; infomuch 
that there is joy among ft xhtm-over one Jinntr that 
repenteth. It would therefore be impaffible that the 
righteous in glory^ fired with celeftial charity, ihould 
taftc the joys of Paradife while they knew that a great 
cumber of fellow beings were the prey of never end- 
ing torments. They muft neceflarilyand ardentlf 
wifli for the deliverance, and falvation of thefe un- 
happy beinga; 2nd at the fame time be convinced 
that this ardent and eternal define of their hearu 
would never ht fatisfied ; fo that their charity would 
he the fource of their mifery ; a never dying worm 
in their breaft which would render them unhappy in 
the manfions of blifs. O divine charity ! thou grear- 
efi, mod foblime, moll Godlike of virtues ; thou 
who art the glory and excellence of intelligent crea- 
tures, and alone can make them partakers of the di- 
vine nature, art thou deftined to become the torment 
jof the juft in heaven ! 

But how much more painful ftill would it be to 

nhe righteous to know, that thefe eternal fufFeringaj 

Jeflitute of any valuable purpofe to the culpable in- 

*^ividual, were ncccflary means of procuring their 

happinefs? 



C =i8i ] 

'happinefs ? Would not every po-flibiiity ol enjoy- 
ment vanilh, at the idea of poflefling it at the ex« 
penfe of thefe deplorable viflira$*ofdi ftrefs ? The 
bed charaQcTs here below are, al« ! very far from 
having^ acquired that fcraphic charity which will an- 
iniate the fpirits of the blcffed ; for while here, we 
are in our beft eftate, as our Saviour declares in the 
feventh chapter of St. 'Matthew, evil ; and yet with 
the feeble fpaYk of charily I poffcfs, and I doubt not 
but every one of my readers can join in the fenti- 
ment, I had rather nev^er have exiffed, than be iaflur- 
ed that the eternal happinefs diefigned for me, waa 
the refult of the eternal fiifFerings, not of amultitud?, 
but of an individual creature. Exiftenceis not nec- 
eflary ; but if once I exlfl I mud defire happinefs. 
And what felicity, O God I muft that be which is 
founded upon, or even encreafed by the mifery of 
others ! Do we not perceive fuch a mean deflruftive 
of its end ? 

I add in the fecond place, that it would entirely dc^ 
Jlroythe happinefs of the righteous. "Charity con fills 
inConftanily placing ourfelves in the fiiuation ot 
others ; upon this principle, what muft the feelings 
of thejuftbe ? lurely of a nature quite oppofed to 
happinefs. Vv^hat would they difcover in their Ma- 
-Jeer ? Not infinite, difinterefledj adorable goodnefs, 
but a= partial and imperfeft favour, confequently a 
doubtful and uncertain benevolence ; if that title is 
Q . any 
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; any "way applicable to a difpofition compatible Vith 
injuiHcc and cruelty. What a deplorable change 
does this fuppofition make in the happinefs oi hear- 
en ! fin might indeed be forever excluded, but for. 
row would find an entrance ; and that perfect admi^- 
tion, that entire confidence ; that celeilial love for 
the greateft and bcfl: of Beings, which muft unite 
the fouls of the jufl to their fovereign good ; would 
be poifoned in its fource. Uo^/ulnefs qfjoymuO. re- 
fide in his pre/ence^ and at his rigfu.fiand pUa/uns 
forevcrmort. Pardon, Omy God ! Thou moft per- 
feQly good and merciful Being, who art the fub- 
fiance ol all that excellence, of which we frail anjl 
fi&ful beJngscan difcern but the (hadow ; forgive, I 
hcfeech thee ! if but for a moment, I am led to fpeak 
of thee, not as thou art, and as thou ever wilt fhew 
thyfclf to all thy creatures ; but fuch as the prejudi- 

, pes and palfions of. men would make thee appear \ 

Thus we fee that the eternal mifery of the wicked, 
cannot contribute tothe felicity of the righteous : it 
would be both unjufl and cruel, and even dcffruc- 
tiveof its end ; confcquently cjkn never be adopted 
into the plan of a perfeaiy gpodand wife Beir\g. 

Thus am I come io the conclufion of my third 
confequence from the infinite ^oodnefs of God, that 
all his aSIs areails qfgoodnejs. I have eflablifbed 
ns truth, I have demonflrated its extent, and have 

fhewn 
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Ihewn thai the fupr erne Q over nor of the univcrje, pri^ 
Jides over and direBs every event to ultimate good '; 
therefor t that whatever may bejal hu creatures in 
time^orin eternity-i proceedsjrom- infinite goodnefi in 
the Firji Cauje^ and is to each of them the greateji 
pojjible good. I have applied this to prefent, and iu- 
tur^ evil ; and have demon ftrated that under the 
government a7id providence of an all petfetl BHng^ 
every thing is ultimateiy right , and that in his univerje, 
no real evil can exijl ; which has led me lo exam- 
.ine the celebrated queflion of the origin of moral evil^ 
to-which I hope I have given a fatisfa61ory reply. 

By Ae aid of this foliiiion, we may affirm that all 
the evils the Divine Being difpenfes to his creatures^ 
whether here, or hereafter^ proceed from his infinite 
goodnefs ; or in other words, that it is impoffihlehe 
Jhould ever difpenfe any evil in this world, or in the 
world to come ; which is not^ even to ike individuals^ 
an aBual exercife ofperfeS goodnefs. 



. SECT. 
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PraQical conftquatcts to be derivifl Jrem. the infimt^ 
goodnefs of God* 



X HE praSical, or moral confeqncnce* arifiog 
from the infinite goodaefs of God, are the various s 
fentiments oaturally produced in the heart by the 
knowledge of this fupreme goodnefs ; where the 
imderftanding is thoroughly convinced ot its truth. 
And though this enumeration is in forae meafure for- 
eign to a work particularly dedicated to the theory of 
religion ; I neverthelefs propofed admitting them in- 
to my plan from a conviflion of their extreme im- 
portance, and tendency to render us wife, good, per- 
feft and happy. 

Thefe important and valuable effefls, are reduci- 
ble to three heads j as they relate to ourfclves, to 
the divine Being, and to our fellow creatures ; fuch 
as intirnaljoy, love of Gody and chanty to our ntigh^ 
hour. I fhall therefore obferve by way of fourth 
confequence, that the infinite goodnefs of God is the 

only 
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only folid foundation of prevailing- and continuah 

I know that lie who made me, is a Being perfeflly 
good, a Father whofeloye is infinite, atfB who by an 
efFeft of that love gave me exiilence, that I might 
attain happinefs ; to procbimand accomplifli which 
he has fent his Son from heaven and delivered him 
up to fufFerings and death ; and with this precious 
gift, does he not give me all things ? His laws, hi»^ 
difpenfations, his ble-flings;. his cbafii foments, in a 
word, every event that befals me, tends to promote 
this great end ; and to allure me, that this perleflly . 
good Beirigjwi-ll confer 'upon- me to all eternity al! 
poflible good. Wh^t pcrfeft joy may now takb 
poffeffion of myheartl I mdiY 'rfjoice with joy un- 
fpeakable and full of glory ! I may prize the precious - 
gift of life, finde I eXifl by the good pleafure of my 
faifhful Creator; and for a blefTed eternity ! during 
which I (hall never ccafe to be the happy objeO ot - 
his 'care and love ! and is not this a fubjeft for pre- 
-vailing and continual joy ? 

It is the fubjeS of prrvaifing^joy\ as it fiilsand oc« 
cupies my whole heart ; forrow and affli^ion, und«:r 
what form focver they may afTault-me, mufl fly be- 
fore it ; for what are they when compared with lb - 
fincere, fo permanenta joy ? The corttemplat'ion of 
tlw Being perfe6lly good, Jkall put a gladmfs into 
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my heart, a balm of confolation and fupport;'^WA • 
all the evils o\ time (hall in vain attempt to deflroy ; 
ior in thefe evils, 1 behold the chaftening o\. parent- 
al kindnefs improviDg my moral nature; aod con* 
fider them tBferetore as real benefits ; fince by their 
means I flial! one day arrive at perfe£lion^ and hap* 
pinefs. The farther effeSs of this prevailing joy, 
are perfcd contentment in every fituation and coodi* 
tion in Hie ; patience under affliSion, and a degree 
oi courage and firength which makes me rife fuperior 
to every trial, and more tharb conqueror through him 
that has Ivved ne. 

I have alfo faid in the fecond place^ that the ^nowl - 
edge of the infinite extent of divine goodnefs, gives 
rife to continual ]oy , If I never lofe lightof a Being 
conftantly employed in promoting ray happinefs ; 
if I call to mind his benefits token Jilting in my houfe^ 
and when walking by the way^ when I lie down and 
when I rife up, can forrow ever penetrate my heart, 
or aflliflion difpel the tranfporting delight arifing 
from an aiTurance of the paternal love of my Crea- 
tor ? IJ I Jet the Lord always before me, if I thus habitu- j 
ate my mind to his prefence, which isjulnefs of joy ; if 
his adorable goodnefs is the firfl objeft that employs 
iry waking ihcughrs ; may I not hope from fuch 
contemplation that ferenity, peace, contentment and 
joy will ac^company me iLrougU the day ? Lord^ 
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Jhtisfy metarly tviih thy meuy ; that I may rejoice 
and be glad all nvy days* 

Such is the p^revailing^ the cofffiantjoy produced 
bf the knowledge of the iDfinite goodaefs of God, 
which can never abandon us in life, or in death ; the 
fource of prefent, as well as of future happioefs ; and 
the only permanent Joundation on which to build our 
hope. Eternity, without this, affords a dreary and 
uncertain profpe£l, more calculated to ratie anxiety 
and apprehenfion, than to excite fatisfaflion and joy. 
To efcape from thofe horrors, which await fo many 
of roy (ellow beings, would afford me little joy ; loi; 
with a nature more charitable and perfe6l than what 
I n^w poffefe, what terror and amaicement muft the 
infinite fuffeflngs of the wicked excite in my compaf* 
fiohate and benevolent mind ! What an influence has 
this idea on my beft expectations, how it damps the 
joys o£ immortality I 

But forever let me adore and blefs the Father of 
mercies, "who has given me fuch unqiacflionable evi- 
dence of his almighty goodoefs, by which I know 
that the immortality for which he has caufed me to 
exilf, is a truly precious and valuable gift oi his infi- 
nite love 5 and that he is able to do for me, exce<rding 
• ^nd abundantly above ail that I can a/k or think. 

Ifciheje4)ot4hcp, leit me.afk) fufficienl reafon for 
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joy in the infinite goodnefs of God? To you.whofe 
bappinefs it is to poffefs this knowledge I particular- I 
ly addrcfc myfelf. You I exhort to njoice in hope, to 
be patient in tribulation^ to continue infiant in prayer j t» 
rejoice in the Lord altoays^ and again Ifay to rejoice j for 
you poffefs in the infinite geodnefs of God^ the only /olid j 
foundation of prevailing^ and conHnualjcy» \ 

Our fifth confeqoence is defigned to (hew, tha^iht 
infinite goodnefs of God is the only foundation of our /nr 
premtlovctohimt, . 

Love- to God, is one of' the moft pafitivc precepts 
in the gofpel ; it is difiinguiOied as the firfi andgreai 
command J infifVed upon in ter«3S the moft energetid, 
as a fupreme 4i(Fe6lion that mu ft fill every capacity of 
the foul : Thoufhalt -love the Lord thy God ivith all tk^ 
hearty and with all thyfa.ul, and with all thy thought ^ ami 
wifh all thy firength. . 

To'forni ariglu'jadgmefif of this great command^ I 
xnuft begin by diflinguiflnng the precepts oi fcrip- 
ture, as they relate either to the injunflion oi external 
a£lions, or to the fentiments of the heart. The cb* 
fervance of the former depends wpon ray will. For 
however great my repu?];nance to an external a£lion 
may -be; neverthelefs it is in my power to obey. 
Bui it is not thus with relation to thofe precepts which.-* 
aredefigned for the government of my internal fenti- 

dents > ; 

Ik 
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meats; thefe are not equally at my difpofal, nor do 
they depend on roy will ; I cannot therefore, from 
obedience to any command, be joyful when I am fad, 
or affli^ed, when I have cau£s to rejoice ; I cannot 
love what I hate, or hate what I love ; ^nd thence 
arifes that , proverbial expreilion^ ^^^ our Jsntimcnts 
are not at fiur command^ 

But if the fentiments of our hearts are not to be 
controlled by our wills ; whence is it, let me afk^ 
that the divine word abounds with precepts for their 
regulations ? not only relative to our love to God» 
but to our.felf-denial, our detachment from the world* 
our humility, patience, charity ; our love of our ene* 
mies, and forgivenefs of injuries ? are not thefe fen- 
timents of the heart, and do not the divine laws -ex- 
tend to them ? 

The difcuflion of this queflidn, will lead me to a 
ihort digreflion on the divine laws^ which, as it is UQt 
foreign to my principal fubjeft, will I truft be no 
ways unacceptable to my readers. 

Human laws cannot penetrate beyond external 
aCLions ; but the laws of God muft go farther, and 
regulate the fentiments of the heart ; fo that we may 
afBrm, that the divine commands are direfied to our 
internal a£lions : lince the fentiments which lead us 
to obedience^ can.alone give, it any value in the fight 
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of God; Scripture commands us to give alms ; but 
tells us alfo that -though we bcftow all our goods to Jtti 
the poor, and give our hdies to he burned^ and have not 
charity ^it to ill profit vis nothing^:^ accordingly our Lord 
has declared I that a good man ^ut^of the^good tuafure of 
his heart hringeth forth good things r and an eoH inanr^ out 
of the evil treajure, hringeth forth evil things : for out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts^ murders^ adulteries^ fornix 
cd/i(m;, and all thore crimes tbat.fprcad 'terror and 
defolation over the jeartfa. 

Such are the Divine laws ; and their defign toTC* 
gulafe our hearts, clearly points out the grandeur oi 
the defttiiation to which we are called. Our Su- 
preme law.givcr requires us to referable hifn in per- 
feftioh and felicity : this is the glorious rank to 
which he will elevate us, but which he knows we 
cannot attain, till our hearts are replete ivith pious 
and charitable fentiments : it is therefore ^Aaf the Lord 
looktih on the heart, and by his precepts dire£ls and 
governs our inmoft fentiments. 

To try the heart and the reins^ is a truly divine pre- 
rogative, which can only belong to the Bding who 
formed us. He knows how to purify our hearts, by 
enlightening our underftandings. He gives us in his 
word both inflruftions and promifes ; that by the 
obedience oj-Jaiih^ our hearts may befanSlifed; enjoining 
ust at the fame time the cultivation of fuch fenti- 
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tp.'tnis as the li^ht,he has given us, is calculated -to 

produce. Thus for inftance, when he fets life and a 

bleffed immortality before us ; he bids us to rtjoue 

\ evermore. Again, he difplays himfelf to us under 

f tnoft affefting charafters ot love and goodnefs ; and 

then commands qs to love him zuith aUour hearts. Ah ! 

let us then be perfuaded, when we feel net the dif- 

pofitions and fentiments which the Divine Being 

•.. has made both our duty and our intereft ; let us be 

;; aflured, that' tne fault is our own ; that we have neg- 

. lefted to nourifli our fouls with the bread of life ; 

' that we have not fuflficiently attended to the fublirae 

^ truths, to the magnificent objefls his word fets before 

pj us ; and which, w^re they frequently prefentedto oar 

j^ minds, ^could not fail of raifing them far above the 

^ world, producing in us the m6ft delightful fentiments 

^ of peace, joy, and ot love. 

It does not certainly depend upon ourfelves to 
adopt thefe fentiments by an inftantaneous a£l of the 
will, in the manner we perform any external a61 of 
obedience : arid in this fenfe alone it is true, that cur 
Jeniiments are not under out command. But it is in our 
power to acquire the difpofitions God requires of us ; 
to excite them in our hearts*; and to cherifh and 
"ftrengthen them more, by reading and meditating on 
his word, with alTiduous and cohifantattemion. Let 
us daily have recoUrfe tothe divine inflruftion con. 
taincd in the gdfpef; where thcr Son of God bimfelf 

'points 
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: points out the things which btUng to our peace. This 
facred volume is, to fincere cfariftia5s,*^« bread of God 
which came down from heaven to give life to the foulj- a 
new and fpiritual life, an eternal life abiding in us. It 
prefents to our contenaplation two interefling objeSs. 
GOD OUR HEAVENLY FATHER, AND A 
CELESTIAL IMMORTALITY, And it it is 
certain that our minds are formed for knowledge^ and 
our fouls for love j how are thefe fctcredl pages which 
contain the knowledge of God^ and of [Jefus Chrifi our 
Lord, adapted to thefe ends ; according as his divine ! 
power hath given unto us all tilings that pertain to life and i 
godlinefs, i 

Mankind when they difregard the word of God, 
do not furcly attend to the extreme folly and crimia- 
ality of their negleft. Has the Being of beings con- 
defceqded to fend His Son upon earth, to enlighten 
our darknefs, to inftruft us in his will, to publiQi life 
and immortality, and fhew us the road to happinefs; 
has this precibus. and wonderful light been tranfmit- 
ted to us in bis gofpel ; has he deflined us to he bom 
again of incorruptible feed by his word which liveth and 
abideth forever ; -and fhall we fuffer our lives, to wear 
away without making any ufe ol it : and, while eveiry 
other book is familiar to us, remain flrangers to thit 
facred voJunie, and immerfed in worldly conccrns,iM 
though our refidence here were to laft for ever? 
bow many profefling chriftians ^x^ %uUty of this 

(hamctul, i 
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Tbameful, this foolifh neglefl ! Were it pofTiblc that 
'we could defire to be our own enemies ; could we 
take a furer' method ot fucc^fs, than with wanton 
levity to difregard thofe powerful fuccouts of gracr, 
under which we live ? iSTay more, were it pbflible for 
us to defire to fet the Almighty at defiance, could we 

;purfue a more efficacious method, than in thus abuf- 
ipgi perhaps throughout the courfe of our Hvcs, the 
precious gifts He has vouchfafed us, negleQing and 
defpifing His offered afTi (lance ; and treating alike 
with the difdain of contemptuous forgetful nefs, his 

• commands, his promifes, and his threatenings ? But 
God is not mocked^ nor can we elude the execution of 
his immutable defigns. If we refufe to be enlight- 
ened by his word. He will' have recourfe to the 
feverities of his wrath, to overcome our obflinate re- 
Cffance ; for thus faith the Lord by the miouth of his 
prophet Ifaiah, the word that goctb forth out of my tnoufk 

Jhali not return unto me void^ hut it Jhall accomplijh that 
which I pUafe, and itJhaU profptr in 'the thirty zuhereunto 
IJend it. Hbw heavy will be the accufation of fuch 
hereafter, who have been guiFty of this contemptu- 
ous and criminal neglefi of the divii^e word ! 

I rejoice that the digreffion on which 1 entered* 
lurnifhed me with an opportunity of exhorting my 
fellow chriftians to avoidthis common, this alarming, 
and fatal evil. 
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' IfCt us return to our lubjeQ. Since tbe "Being 
•who made us, commands usio love bim with all tbe 
powers be has'gi^^en us; his nature muft^ be.fucb as 
naturally to produce tbis -iupreme love ; St. John 
founds it upon his^goodnefs, vrben be fays, »^ /a^ 
Him htiaufelli firji Iwtd us. Tbat iofioite goodneis, 
is (bcrcfore the onlyfoHd foundati(m. oj fuprfme Uvc ;.i 
^ (hall now proceed to explain. 

In this perleQ goodnefs, I difcover. three reafoM 
produ£live of my entire love. The firft confifls i» 
the benefits I have hitherto experienced^ wbicb excite S|f 
grateful love. The • feco&d arifcs/r^w ilu pron^Jfid hUff. 
ings of eternity. : which produce a love founded on inters 
efi. The third refults from that infinite goodnefs 
which refldes in the Deity, and which conditutes 
him the objeQ of my utmoft adnjiration, and mojl per^ 
feci Jilial •attachment. 

The-firft reafon on which I found my love for the 
Supreme Being, is that oi gratitude for benefits received. 
What are thefe benefits ? Alas ! when they are more 
in number thanihe fands on.the fea fliore, how can 
I attempt to enumerate them ! Ten thoufand have 
cfcaped my recolleftion from my weaknefs, and alas ! 
ten thoufand times ten thoufand from my ftupidity 
or inattention. But this I know, that from the firft 
moment of my exiftence to the prcfent; tbe good* 
aefs of God has not ceafed to accompany me, and to 

bellow 
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Be flow upon me every fuilable benefit. Let me fee?i- 
to'place them under different claffes, that thus I may^ 
t»fle that the Lord is good^ or in other words, that I may* 
love him for the moltititde of hk mercies. 

Creation is -the fifll of bis -benefits. Self-exiflent, 
neceffary, and infinite, in every perfeflion ; the 
Divine Being could have so need of me, nor would 
bis power have produced me, had he not defigncd to 
manifefi bis* love towards me. The life I have re- 
ceivedy comprehends th« wonderful and admirable 
firufiure of my body, and its- various organs, or in- 
lets to the mind. Alfo, that Uving Joul^ with all its 
admirable faculties, whofe excellence as far exceeds 
that of the body^<as4ife is fuperior to death ; the in* 
habitant to the habitation : it comprehends ih^ fcnfes 
I poifefs, by which I am enabled to behold, and to 
enjoy the works of nature : imaginaiion^ which en- 
larges the boundaries of thofe fenfes and extends my. 
exigence to various periods and different parts of the 
world: memofy^ by. whofe affiftance I call back a 
numerous train of obje3s ; and which is the recep* 
tacle of my acquired ideas : rtjltaion and undirftanding 
to combine and pcrfeft thofe ideas : laftly, reafon or 
intelligence^ by which I am enabled to difcover truth, 
increafe my (lore of knowledge, and elevate my 
mind to the fublime contemplation of my Creator : 
it comprehends xh^i JenfiHhty of htart to which fome 
have given the appellation of moral Jenfe^ which nat. 

, orally 



iKallyNinclines the mind to lore, and purine good7l» ^ 
far as it can trace it ; and above all to lore-God- as it^ . 
fupremegood. By all tbefe faculties -which Bro the 
gift of God, he has made me fufcepttbie of pleaftire 
and joy ; and capable of an ever increafing ielicity. 
To fum up all in a word, ht has made tm after his own 
image : my intellefiual nature conformable to his, by 
a capacity of becoming a partaker in the divine nature^ 
by holinefs, perfe£lion, and- happincfs* What ex« 
cellence, what dignity then ha* he bedowed upon 
me ; tor as St. Paul fays, aM I noi aifo his offspring f - 
is he not my father ; am I not his child, and does not 
this creative a£l of his will, give me the moft folema 
and facred pledge of bis immutable lore and good*- 
nth ? for he is a faithful Crsator, zoho will mt abandon 
the work of his hands * 

How various, how extenfive then, are the benefits « 
rcfulting from creation! £xiftence, a body Jearjulij 
and wonderfnUy made I An intelletlual foul, capable 
of knowing, loving, an4 refembling its Maker! and 
a pledge and aflurance that infinite goodnefs. will 
never iorfake his creatures. BUJs tkt Lord thtn^ 
fny foulf and Ut all that is within wr, bltjs his Ac/y namt ! 

Alter enumerating the bleflings of creation, I may 
rank under the fccond clafs, thcje of Providence. And 
what is providence ? ^yiiI! relation to me, it is the 

fontinuat 
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continual care zuith which divine goodnejs has ^watched over 
my body andjoul. 

Have I ever been forgotten or negle£led for a 
Tingle infiant amidft the immenfity oi the works of 
God ? Has not his wifdom, i{i every varying circum* 
fiaBce,coQ&antIy provided and difpeofed that which. 
wa&£ueft and belt tor me ? 

My body, which at firft was an imperceptible 
atom, mull have perlDied in its germe, had not Di« 
vine Providence perfefted and fuftained it. Thofe 
who are moft converl'ant with the human irame, mod; 
acquainted with its developementSi and revolutions* 
know the aoiazing^rare, the wonderful wifdom re- 
quifite to bring.it toperfeftion, 1 nA,ill praijc tba^ O 
Lord,/ar [ amJearfuUy and wonderfully made; mar<vcU 
lous are thy toorkr^ -and that my foul knoweih right welt. 
My Juhftance was not hid from thee ^ when I was made in 
Jecvet s and curioufiy wrought in the lowejt p^arts of the 
earth J thine eyes did fee my /nhjidnctytt being imperjeH^ 
and in thy bock all my members were written^ when as yet 
there were none oj tktm^ Ho^ f riotous ^ilfo are thy 
thoughts unto me, God / how great is the Jum of them ! 
if I would count them i they are more in numb:r than the 
fdnd. 

Since I have been^ arri^d at a fiate of maturitfj - 
haw many are-thebleffings I have enjoyed? Has- 
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oot tbe earth brought forth her increafe» and been -^ 
conftantly covered with an adoniQiiog profunon and 
variety of blcffings ? How manifold are thofe arifiog , 
from tbe arts and fciences, and irom the induftryoC 
men I and amidft the general comforts of focial life ; 
how many .private blei&ngs have I experienced in 
my particular calling ! 

But I have alfo faid, that the providence of God 
conftantly watches over and fupplies the wants of 
my fouU When my eyes firft opened upon ^e 
light, I pofTefTed a lively foul ; but that foul was in 
its lowed flate. It contained the efTence of all its 
iuture faculties, but torpid inaflive, deftitute of a 
(ingle idea, of any knov/Iedge whatever,. fcarce fenfi- 
ble of cxillencc ; how deplorable would have been 
its condition, had it not been upheld by the hand that 
made it ! When I compare my prefent flate with the 
firft dawn of rcafon, I behold in the progrefs and im. 
provement of my faculties, a fubjcft of gratitude and 
praife ; for however flow, however imperceptible 
have been my advances, yet in every ftep I have 
made towards perfe61ion, I have experienced the 
bleffing of Providence in affording helps and means 
fo lhof<» fuperior faculties, which are deflined here- 
after to become the fourccs of my perfe^lion and fe- 
llcity. Deftitute of fuch means and afli fiance, my 
foul rnuft have remained in a flate little better than 
thal.cf tbe brutes. It is therefore lo the goodncfs ot 

Gad. 
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God, and to bis watchful providence, that I owe aU 
thefe mercies. 

Biit this is not all ; greater benefits remain yet to 
be- told ; For while my animal powers were acquiring^ 
flrength and maturity, snd my intelle£)ual and ra- 
tional faculties improving;, fin, thatdefiroyer of my 
perfefiion and bappineb, has maniiefted itfelL The 
lively impreffions made by external obje£ls on my 
fenfes, and imagination, have excited in my foul a- 
perverfe wilJ, together with violent and unruly paf* 
fions, which, foon becoming habitual, would ha.ve to- 
tally corrupted my foul with vices alike odious and 
fatal ; bad not the paternal care of divine Providence 
attached to fin, a reilraint calculated to fuppre£s ita ^ 
depredations. .. 

And what is this falutary reftraint capable of ft )p. 
ping ihe ravages of fin ? It is death lohick hat pajfid 
upon allmtnjor that all have /mned j it is alfo all the 
numerous evils attendant upon a Jiate of morality, by 

which infinite wifdom checks the progrcfs of fint 
ami provides ita necelTary remedy. Phyfical evil, 
or fufferings He has attached to fin, and made its 
wages death, to ftem the torrent of moral evil. Had 
my foul been united to an immortal body, and this 
vfoiii my lafling refidence, I had been loft. My 
paflions would have become ungovernable, and re- 
duced me to tbe horrible llav£ry oi vice. But the 

wifdom t 



\»irdR>tn of my Creator lias prevented this evil, by 
cx>nneflingy^»'rtfw and death with this infahtftate oj hu 
ing and thereby made it a ftate of education. Placed, 
as I am hcre» a ftranger and a pilgrim ; uncertain of 
fojovrning another day ; every objeft is tranfiiory to 
me, and ail is vanity. Is hot this calculated to repel 
the force of my paflibns, and to excite my defires after 
permanent life, and a folid good ? But left thii 
IhOuldbeinfufficient, thecvilslexperience from with- 
*out, and From within, damp the ardor of my pafTidns, 
fufpehd their career, give me time for recolle£Uoo» 
that reafon and rcflc-6lion may find entrance into my 
mind. and incline' me to/^^A the Lord, if haply I might I 
^t after him andjind him, though be be mtfarjromevtry^ 
9Kttf us.' 

But though the means of which I have been 
fpcaking, are abfolutely necefTary, to remedy the evii 
ol fin ; they are neverthelcfs infufficient for our fal- 
\utioD. God has therefore in his mercy given to us | 
the affiftance oi his wrhten word, made his laws the 
rule of cur conduQ; and his redemption by Jeius 
Chri ft, the foundation of our hope. This revelation, 
abfolutely heccffary to the human race, will no doubt', 
one day become univerfal. In the nriecn time, fince 
by the grace of God we are bleffed with its light ; 
let us make a proper improvement of our privilege, 
and not wafte our time in enquiring, why fo great a 
iwtion of mankind are deprived of its advantage*. 



certgrin as we may be, that their mercilul Creator 
loves them as their eternal Father, and that he will . 
enh'ghten and fave them, in the time and manner, 
Ivhich his wifdom fees mott proper. I (hall there- 
fore continue to recapitulate the bleflings ot Proi^. 
dence towards me, which every chriflian reader may- 
apply to himfeli upon the fame foundation. 

To the blefli'ogs I have received in the ordinary 
courfe of Providence, I muft add thofe of a fuperior 
order, which I owe to that wonderlul economy of 
giace, under which it has been my happinefs to be 
born. Hitherto I have confined my views to the 
natural benefits of Creation and providence, I will now 
Gonfider fuch as are Juper added to nature. 

I fhall rank under a third clafs, the hlfffirtg of re^ 
demption. Redemption is the gift which God has bejlomtd 
upon me in his Son^ in ordtr to my falvatien. And here 
two fublime objefts oflEeir themfclves to my confidcr- 
ation ; the falvation to which I am called, and the 
gift cf the only begotten Son of God^ who has brought the 
glad tidings of peace 2 and is become the captain of cur 
falvation to lead us all to bai>piaers. 

I refer my reader for a full di feu Eon of this fnbw 
3e£l to the preceding chapter; where it has been 
treated, in order to draw two proofs concerning the 
infioite goodnefs of God. I flull therefore confine 



oiy reli to Tome detached obfinrations on the unrpeafc' / '^ 
able benefit of redemption. ' ^ 



In the firft place, it was a gitt prepared for me mt* 
ny ages bcterc it took place, and preceded my birthr 
more than fcVenteen centuries. Maty I not fay that» 
Divine goodhefs loved mej)rior to my exi*ftence.r 
fince long before it took place he gave his Son for 
me, and thereby executed the eUrnal purj^qfi toMdu- 
He propojidin Ckrifi Jifits cur Lord. 
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This gift is called redemption, becauFe it is ihtf 
pitice, or ran/om,hy which deliverance ^nijalvatiow' 
wjcre procured. What a raofom i the Son of God, . 
only begotun and well Moved, in whom the Father^ 
was wellplea/ed ; a Being perfefl and excellent, was 
delivered up to deaths even to the death of the crofs ; 
was numbered with tranfgrejfors, and experienced"^ | 
the ignominy and cruelty of a fhameful and agoniz- i 
ing death. How aftonifhtng, how incomprehenfible I 
is the love of God to fihners ! it furpajcth Anowl-^' 
edge : mull it not then infinitely furpafs the powers- 
of exprefTion ? and can the utmoft cfforis of a crea- 
ture to celebrate the goodnefs of the Lord, ever ex-^, ' 
aggerate its inconceivable ni?gnltude ? | 

On me, an unworthy, mlferable finner, degraded;, 
and di (honoured by my departure from God, in a 
flile of aflual rebellion againfl him, whofe laws I 

had.- I 
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•^had viplated, and whofe image Lbadefiaced iojny 

foul ; on me, and on a race. oi beings like me un. 

"Worthy, was this precious gift bellowed : He con- 

Jidered not my demerit, hut he Taw.iqy m\firy% and 

/ haUccmpafliooionme. 

It is not for mortal man to j^cnctrate into the depth 

• of the divinexounfels ; but in the death of the Son 

^f God, I difcerntwo important things, o\ which k 

V3s neceflary I Oiould have the cleareft aflurance.— * 

The firft of thefe isfabuation: and the fecond, tht 

xoay to obtain it. This is the life^ the immortality 

^ brought to light by the ggfpel ; by whofe afliftance I 

am enabled /^ deny ungodlinefs and worldly lujt, and 

Jo livejiberly^ righteoufiy^ - and godly ^ in the pre/ent 

.world I where I muft walk by .faith, in thofe mag- 

.nificent and gracious pronufes» which are confirmed 

by the death, the refurreClion, and afcenlion of my 

^ compafliQnate and glorious Redeemer* 

It -does not become us.ta enquire, why no other 
.than this facred and holy Being was fufficient to ac- 
.complifh this great work. For fince the adorable 
.goodnefs oi the Father has bellowed upon us his ex- 
cellent and beloved Son» 'We may be aflured, th^t 
.naiaferior nature was capable of accomplilhing the 
amporiant talk. Was ever charity like thine, mer- 
ciful Saviour I mho loiifedus andgavtthyfelf/or^us! 
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'TTiis work o! redemption, is the utmoft exteht of 
* Divine love. It is thus reprerented by the Supreme 
Being himrelf, who makes it as it were the criterion 
ol his willingnefs, to confer upon us whatever clfc 
may be needful for our happinefs. If his compaflion 
for the finful children of men, is fuch, that Jie aJfliBs 
them only if need be i Hf judgment on the guilty, is | 
hisjlrangt work ; may we not rationally infer, thai j 
he would not have required luch uncommon and | 
painlu! fuffcrings, from fo pure and excellent a Be- \ 
itf|, had they not been neceflary to the accomplifii- 
ment of a fcheme of benevolence, proportioned to ^ 
the grandeur of the means ? 

The fourth and laft cRifs of benefits, which I have 
received from the infinite goodnefs of God, are thofe 
oj revelation^ which, with relation to me, are the 
Jitpernaiurat means by which God in his word en^ 
lightens my underjlanding and fortifies my faith. 

Revelation contains all that which God at fundry 
times, and in divers manners ^fpake in time pafi unto 
the fathers by the prophets, together with what he has 
in thefe lafl daysfpoken by kis Son. How gracious 
Is that providence which has preferved and handed 
down thefe valuable oracles which are addrefTcd to 
me, in confequence of my being bt)rn and educated 
in the church of Chrift. When I compare my priv- 
^ lieges, 4 who from a child h4Ve known the hglyfcrip- 

' ^ra^ 
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iur^s, with thofe of a poor favage^ who has no hopi^ 
and is without God in the world ; how greatly ought 
I to eflimate them ! 

Revelation, by the light oj faith ^ illlaminates my 
reafon, it gives me the knowledge of God, my Cre- 
ator and Father, and of eternaj falvation to which I 
am called. What objefts for thy contemplation, O 
roy foul I in a Being perfcftly excellent, and an im- 
mortality pefeftly blefTed ! without thefe hopes, 
what were life? and with it, what are its greateft 
evils ? 

I can now look to Jtfus^ as the author and Jinijlier of 
ny faith ; in him I behold God mani/ejled in tkejlffli : 
He not only announces to me eternal life, by his 
promifes ; but as m^' forerunner he enters into it, by 
his death and refurre6lion, and calls upon me to (ol- 
low him. Thus is he become thf^ way^ the truth^ and 
the life ; and if I pofTefs faith in him, I may with vSt. 
Paul, determine not to know any things fave Jff^s Chrijt, 
and him crucijied : counting all things but lo/s^ for tk' 
(xcdUncy of this knoulfdge. 

But here it may be enquired, whether failh alone 
is fufficient for my falvation and fanflification, 
which is a gift of divine grcice, not abfolutely necef- 
fary ? fince without hoUnffs, no omjhall fee the Lord, 
To this I reply, that faith in the only Icgct'.cn Son of 
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Cor* ii fiiSicient, fince we are aflured that fuho/uvcr 
It'lirveth in Jdw^JhaUnot pcrijh^ but have evsriafting lift ; 
bccaufe fanflification isa neceffdry effe6l of this/2i/<A, 
Ti^h'uh is thejubfancc «f thivgs hoped for^ and the evidenct 
of things notjeen ; and an entire perfuafion of their 
reality, will neceflarily/fl»St/y, transform^ and rencm 
our hearts. Can I kn9w the extent of divine good* 
nefs, and not love God with my whole heart, and 
tny neighbour as myfeif ? X^an 1 perceive the bene- 
fit oi eternal falvation, and not joyfully telinquilh 
every thing in this world that miay fland oppofed to 
it ? Thus docs faith in Chrift Jefus, comprehend all 
thofe virtues and graces, by which fin and the world 
are to be fubdued, and my ran6lification and falva- 
tion completed ; for Chrift is made unto fuch as bt- 
W^WQ^rcifdom^ righUouJntJs^ fanHiJication^ and compltti 
redemption. ^ 

By fdith, I become united to my Saviour, from 
whom I derive continual light. His Jpirit dwells in 
me ; and with it, all neceffary affiflance to work out 
my falvation, As a Mafler he commands me what I 
am to perform ; and will hereaiter judge me con- 
ccrning my obedience. As a phyfician he adminif- 
ters relief to the maladies of my foul. He is that fun 
of righieouf nefs zdhich has arijcn upon me, mth healing 
on his wings. He is an example^ a model for my imita- 
tion, a conduHor and guide, who will never forfakc 
^e in life, or in death : and to the praifeand glory 

of 



of his grace i can affirm, that zoithout him I can ' do 
norhing. Let us thereiore be full of thariki'ulnfrs io 
God for the knowledge he has given us in this life, 
of the benefits referved for us hereafter, and convey- 
ed by that IVord^full of grace and truth^ uhick zjas made 
,Jl'-Jli and dzudi among us, ofzLkofe/ulne/s we have received 
grace for grate. 

Let me concluJe the enumeration of the manilold 
benefits of Divine Grace, with the recolieflion of 
the fuccours and means of inftruflion and improve- 
inent it affords, and which furround me under vari- 
ous forms. And firft, his word, his facraments, and 
public ordinances. In his word I pofTefs all that is 
frojitahle for doElrine^for iepro(>f,Jor correUion and inL 
JlruElion in righteoujnfs. Let me never ceafe thank- 
fully to acknowledge the goodnefs of Providence, 
who has preferved this vaiuaWe treafure, and tranf- 
mitted it to me, through fo many ages. 

Nofr ought I to be unmindful of thofe authentic 
monuments, which the great Mediator of the new 
covenani eflablifhed in his church, for the confirma- 
tion and edification of his followers. In baptifm, 
I fee repre{ented that purification from the unclean* 
nefs ojjin^ which is the end of the evangelical cove- 
nant. In the Lord's fupper I behold the mean of 
this purification held forth, in the death of the Son 
ofGod. 
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How great alfo is the privilege I enjoy in the ap«. 
pointment oirninifters and paftors to celebrate di- 
vine (ervice, and preach and explain the word ol 
God. How folemn and edifying is public worOiipy 
where with one heart, and one voice, an aiTembled, 
muhitude join to prefent their adorations, praifes, 
and thankfgivings ; their humiliations, prayers and 
fupplications ; to their merciful Creator and univcr- 
fdl Father ; who in wifdom and goodnefs let apart . 
one day In feven for the fufpenfion ol worldly cares, 
and the profecution of the more important concerns 
of our immortal fouls. 

Such are the general fuccours ol divipe grace, 
eilabliOied in the church of Cbrift. 

What (hall I fay ofthofe which zxt p articular ^ 
and which arc conftainly at hand, were I difpofed to 
improve them. Every valuable produftion of hu- 
man underdanding, every book capable of enlight- 
ening, and leading me to good, I owe in fome meaf- 
ure to the light of the gofpel ; which like that of the 
natural fun, fpreads its penetrating rays far and wide ; 
enlightening even thofe who neither perceive, nor 
own its influence. 

1 mul!: not omit one obferva»ion more, before I 
terminate this long iiil of gofpel benefits ; viz. that 
every difpenlation, in the ordinary courfe of Provi- 
dence, 
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dence, borrows a particular and falutary efficacy 
from this economy. Suppofe, by way of illuftra- 
tion, fome calamitous event adapted to- convince rae^ 
of the vanity of the world ; this, were I a pagan,- 
or what is yet worfe, a Chriftian without religion, 
whofe hopes are all centred in the world, would 
fill me with defolation and defpair ; but affifled by 
the light of the gofpel this event contribufes to de- 
tach me more and motfr from the world; and to 
give vigour and folidity to my future hopes. Would 
to God 1 had conftantly availed rayfelt of the mul- 
tiplied affi fiance which divine Grace has afforded 
me I how many fins fhoufd I have avoided, how ma- 
ny errors in conduft fhould I have efcaped I How 
many good works Qiould 1 have performed, which, 
alas ! I have neglefled ; and how much greater 
would have i)een my progrefs in fanfli&cation and 
happinefs. - 

r Having thus concluded the relrieW of thofebene-* 
fits which I have hitherto received from the infiniitf 
goodnefs of God, and which excite in me a love of 
gratitude; I come now to conGder in the fecond 
place the prpmife of future and eternal happinefs; 
which produces in me 2Xi intertjttd love. Let not 
any imagine the terra iw/er^ to be mifplaced here < 
for a (ordid^ntereff, an ill direfled attachment to tb 
peri(bable things of this world; is alone reprehenfibl 
It 'was this ^carnal felf interefl witli which our Lr 

S a TGOfOar 
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reproached the multitudes that ioUowed him : v^ru 
ly, verily I fay unto you, ytfttk me, not btcaujtytjaw 
the miracles, but becauf^ ye did eat of tlie loaves and 
wereJilUd, But we da not perceive that Simon Pe- 
tcr met with any reproot when he faid, Lord to whom 
Jhould we go ? thou hajl the words of eternal life. — 
Let us therefore not fear to own that our love to God 
\% founded on intere/l ; but by a patient continuance 
in well doings [eek for glory ^ honour^ immortality^ 
and God will beftow upon xxh eternal life. 

Eternalize! this is the benefit yet refcrvcd for . 
lue ! and it contains all thofe bleflings, which the 
gondnefs of my Creator will Ihower down upon mc 
iorever and evcr- 

The firft charafler which diftinguifhesthe blefliogs 
of heaven, and which gives them fo fuperior a vai- 
.»e, is, their eternal duration. We arc told that the 
things which are fee n ate temporal, but thaiihf: things 
u.'kich are not feen are eternal: And this is alone 
fuflicient to give us tlio highed idea of their incom- 
parable value. Hdf pinefs, however exalted, or du. 
ial))e, Ccjnnot be pcrieR ii it is not evcrUfling ; as it 
»5 conftanily verging towards its end, and therefore 
will become to the pcffe/ror, hut like a vain drearn^ 
which n.ull forever vanifh. Not fuch is thcpcrfe6l 
gift o! God. He is the origin of life, and of lite 
fljpti^ai. ; and will be. the difpenfer oj eternal glory ^ 
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qfimmortaltty. Secure of this proraifie, what is td 
me the inftability of earthly things ? What the frail- 
ty of my body, or the (hort fpao of human life ? for 
when arrived at immortality ; death with refpeQ to 
mc will bcfwallowed up in viHory. 

It is worthy of obr4»rvat!on on this fubjefl, that 
fcripture never expreffes its magnificent proraifes by 
the terms kappinefs ox felicity ; never afTures us of 
eternal happinefs^ but fimply of eternal life, or im- 
mortality. The reafon ol this fingularity may arife 
from tbefe promifes being addrefled to poor mortals^ 
whofe tranfitory exiftence here is liable to fo many 
miferies, which accompany them to the grave. To 
beings thus circumftanced, a promife» which contains 
an exemption from thefe affii^lions, and from death ; 
is in tScGt an afiurance of peried happinefs ; for it 
is cafy to conceive, that beatitude muft be infepara- 
hJe from an eternal life, in the prefence ot God, — 
Here, I am alienated from the life of God ; but here- 
afier, I (hall be united to him, (hall live by his life, 
and be happy in his happinefs : what a reafon is this 

for love 1 

# 

With relation to the nature of celeflial happinefs, 
we can know but little here. It is therefore eafie 
to defcribe it negatively, by excluding all the evi 
with which we are acquainted ; than pofitively, by 
dctailotiu enjoyments. Wc know however t' 
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tli^y^ will be of an intelle£laal nature, that our mrods 
win derive fatisfaftion from external, objefts, and 
from their internal feelings ; that the glory of the 
divine prefence will manifcfi itfelf to us, that our 
focicty will be corapofed of holy and happy fpirits, 
and that where our Saviour /j, there *ue Jftall bt alfo. 

When I next confider the divme being in himfelf, 
and behold all his attributes and qualities confiftent 
with, or founded upon perleft goodnefs ; it pro* 
duces, thirdly, a love of attachment. But as I have 
been led in the courfe of this work to an ample dci 
tail on this fubjef):, I (hall avoid repeating what has 
already been faid. It is fafficient to obfcrve, that 
the higheft conceptions we can form, fall infinitely 
fhort of the excellence of the divine nature. If our 
tranquility and happinefs in this worldi encreafe in 
proportion to our knowledge and love of him ; what 
rauft be the felicity of a ftate tijhcre xveJhaUJee him a^ 
ic is^ and where he u ill be all in all, 

To'conclude, my love to God is founded on g^aii^ 
iudi lor benefits received ; it is founded on intercfi; 
betaufe connefted with life and immortality; It is 
founded on attachmnit^ bccaufe it relates to a Being 
infinitely excellent and amiable ; confequently i"/' 
nitt loodncjs is the only Jciid Jouridaiion of love ^ 
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IF it were poiTible that in the Deity, any thing in*, 
cpnfiftent with goodnefo, could exift; were he im- 
placable and cruel; power might make hiin ajuft 
otjefl; of terror to his weak^ dependent creatures; 
but he could never be the objeft o\ their Jove. It h 
goodnefs alone can produce this fentim^nt, even in 
creatures comparatively <vil. 

I come now to (hew that this love to God, com- 
prebends every pious and devout fentiment, and pre* 
dominates over every interior aSeSion. It difen* 
gages us from the world, it produces an entire Tub* 
miffion to God, and confidence in him ; it creates in 
us an ardent defire to obtain his approbation and fa- 
vour; whence proceeda ?^Jalutary jtat of offending : 
on each of thefe I mud make a few obfer vat ions. 

In the firft place, where the love of God is found- 
ed on a conviiElion of hi^ infinite goodnefs, it fwal- 
lows up every inferior attachment, and di/cngages us 
from Ue toorld^ whofe love is incompatible wiih i 
Sf. John obferves that if any man love the luorld, ; 
love of the Father is not in him. We may reverie tl 
propofition, and fay^ if any man love God, the 1 
of the world is not in him ; becaufe in one or f 
of thefe, and not in botl),.is happinefs to be k 
and fure I need not remind any one how imj 
how unfatisfaaory,.how tranfient is the happi 
th^s world, ai its ieji tjlate it is akoftthcr vanif 
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when the love of our Creator prevails, temporal 
things are eftimated according to their real value;. 
and our hearts art ftt on the things that arc above ^ where 
our hidden treafure is. We may indeed with cheer- 
folnefs enjoy the blcflings of life, as a wife traveller 
benefits by every comfort he meets with on the road J 
but we (hail not fufFer our journey to be impeded by 
them, or our fouls to be call down or difquieted by 
their privation. We ihall learn with the great apof- 
tle, in whatever Jlate we are^ therewith to be content : hou 
to be abajed and how to abound^ to be full and to be hungry; 
to abound and to Juffer need. This is the temper by 
which alone we can enjoy any comfort even in this 
world ; and which will enable us to fay at our de- 
parture out of it, that though we walk through the dark 
valUy.ofthe fhadow of death^ wejcar no evilj/or the Lord 
is with us, his rod andjlaf^ they comfort us^ 

Secondly, if we love God for his infinite goodnefs; 
we mull delight in his will ; whence arifes perfeH 
Jubmiffion. Convinced that his laws, and all his dif- 
penlations are wife and good ; can we have any wifh 
but to render hurt the moft faithful and cordial obe- 
dience ; the mod fincere ncquiefcence and humble 
refignation, of which our impcr!e£l natures arc ca- 
pable ? 

Thirdly, it is not difTicult to perceive that frcmi a 
Jove like this, con^dcnce in God mull neceffaiily flow. 
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"Convinced that our happinefs is in the hands of a 
being, who has the will, and the power to efFeft it ; 
we may repofe an unlimited and unfhaken truA in 
him ; and though the waves of trouble fhould roll 
over us ; though diftrefles ot every kind fhould af- 
iault us, our courage will never fail ; and defpair, 
that word of enemies, will never approach us, even 
~ in the moff difcouraging circumftances ; againfi hope^ 
ttit Jhall htlicvt \n hope ; becaufe we know that our 
ronfidence is in the rock of ages ^ who can never aban- 
don us. How fuperiof is this trufl to*any we fhouici 
dare repoFe in ourfelves ; * for where is the mortal we 
ihould prefume to affert that he cfl« never for fake his 
Maker ? The fatal and frequent experience we have 
had of our own weaknefs, fhould create in us a prop- 
er difndence, and a conflant vigilance, but it muft 
not rob us of our confidence in God, taho will do ex- 
ceedingly more for us than toe can ajk or think. 

Fourthly and laflly. Where the love of God pre- 
vails, a defire of pleafing him, muff prevail alfo, and 
thence a JUialfear of dffending. Sentiments of grat- 
itude for pafl benefits will make us look with detef- 
tation and horror, on every aft that might incur his 
difpleafurc. And if we are convinced that our own 
happinefs is promoted^ or injured, in proportion as we 
obey, or violate his command, we fhall not dare to pre- 
fer our will to hit. Beholding him as a being infinite* 
ly amiable, wc fhall dcfirc'^ ht imitatars of him is dear 

thildrtns 
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ikildren : and thence muft naturally proceed a Fear of 
becoming odious and hateful in his fight, by any op- 
pofition to his perfrff and acceptable zoHl, Thus do 
gratitude, intcreft, and pleafure, conrpirc to penetrate 
the heart with a godly fear of oflFending, and to raife 
in us a deiire of approaching and refembling hin3» on 
whom our happinefs ever has, and ever muft depend ; 
and who is the moft amiable and moil excellent of 
beings. But if ever we (hould deviate from the right 
way, and our love Jhould wax cold: fliould we thence 
become habitual finners ; then, as I have already 
Ihcwn when treating the fubjeft of divine jufiicei 
may we juftly apprehend that formidable branch of 
perfeft goodnefs ; which being exempt from all 
weaknefs, will not relent, but pour down upon ds 
indignation and turath, tribulation and anguijh ; from 
which no power in tlie univerfc fhall be able to 
'fcieen us. Where then is the fecurity, where the 
pretence which can aulhorife any one v/ilfully to of- 
fend his Maker. 

Thefe various fentiments of piety, which I have 
, regarded as fo many brandies of love to God ; fiich 
as detachment from the world, fubmifiion, confi- 
dence, and filial fear ; thefe conftitutea flate at once 
the moft perfeft and happy, which is attainable on 
earth, anc^ even a foretafle of celeftial happinefs; 
becaufe they produce a flate of Mn/<?>i with God j a 
union fitnilat in natiire, though inferior in degree, 

with 
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wiin that for which our Saviour prayed to his father, 
and ourjathtr^ in thofe remarkable words precediog 
his death ; where he fupplicatea, not only for his 
difciplts. bltt for all who (liould |||^lieve through their 
' word, that they iiU may be one^ even as the Father was in 
Him and He in the Father^ that fo aifo they might be one 
in them. Juftly may our hearts be animated by fo 
fublime a privilege, to difreg^rd the periffcable and 
childifh toys oi life, and to glory that we are not oj the 
zffbrld^ even as our Saviour was not of the world^ but 
afpire at bting made ptrfeSL in one, together with our 
forerunner, and now exalted Lord. 

This ineflimable privilege belongs only to chrif- 
tians; it is the gofpel alone which thus unites us to 
God here, by the mediation of a Saviour.— This is 
confirmed by the difcourfe of our Lord with his dU^ 
ciples, in the eleventh of Matthew, where he fays, 
vtrily I fay unto you, that among them that are horn of a 
■ ztfoman^ there hath not rijen a greater (prophet) than John 
the Bapti/l ; not withflan ding he that is Uajl in the king» 
dom of heaven (in my churchj is greater than he. Let 
us therefore rejoice in the grandeur of our vocationt 
as members of the church of Chrift ; let us not reft 
contented with thofe external marks of union, which 
can only draw upon our heads accumulated mifchief, 
if they do not produce a fpiritual and vital union with 
God ; which being begun here, will go on encreafing 
to perfcflion for ever, and ever. 

T Let 



[218 ] 

■ Let us now examine the fixtk e&njequtnct^ iaKth 
fowsjrom the infinitt foodnejs of God^ which is a difpoji- 
Hon to love our neighbor as our/elves ; in furnijking us 
tuith the moji powerful motives t0 this Jincere^ aud^univir- 
Jal charity. 

Though every fincerc chrifliafi finds reafon tok- 
inent, that the gofpel does not produce as much good 
in the world as might naturally toHow trom its ex- 
cellent inftitutes ; neverthelefs, it has fo far enlarged 
the minds o\ men, fince it has been difengaged irom 

« the dreadful errors and fuperfiitionslhat disfigured it 
before the reformation ; that none I believe will need 
now to be told ivho is their neighbour s they acknowU 

. edge, however their a£lions may deny, that their/«/"* 
low creatures^ beings of the fame common nature, are 
their brethren : and this is true without diflinflion 
ot good or bad, friends or enemies, believers or un- 
believers, countrymen or fl rangers ; all are our 

. neighbours. 

'What then is implied in loving all men as we do cur- 
Jdn>es ? It is to be interefied in their happinefs, as fincerely 
as ilc an in our own, and for this per/e^ charity the lo<ve 
of God furntfhes us with the moJl powerful motives. It is 
worthy of being remarked that this perf eft, this uni- 
verfal charity, from which not even our enemies arc 
excluded ; was never equally infiffed upon, till the 
^oodnefs and infinite love of God to all men, was 

manifefled 
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manifefted in the gofpel ; where it is given as a neo 
commandment. . 

I do not fay however of <!harity, a^I did o/joy, and 
ofUve to God^ that his infinite goodnefs is their only 
foundation ; becaufe it is in the nature of man, ta 
love his fellow beings ; whence it is evident on the 
one hand that manis hy Ms nature amiabk ; and on the 
other, that he is hy his nature good^ and formtd for facial 
love: thefe important truths I (hall endeavour to fet 
iiLtb6^areft.I]ght.^ . 

In" the fir ft place I aOert, that the nature of man is 
Mnable^ and worthy of being loved. I need irot^ in order 
fit>< prove this, enter into a detail of all the noble fact, 
ttlties with which he is endowed ; but (hall confine 
nyfelt to that capacity of knowing, loving, and re- 
fembling his Creator;, which conilitutes at once his 
excellence, his dignity, and his felicity. For though 
we often fee this capacity foir holinefs and perfeflioKi, 
giving way to criminal and odious fentiments, and a 
being amiable by his nature, become the perpetrator 
o! atrocious crimes ;> neverthelefs we cannot help 
perceiving that this depravity, is contrary to nature s 
Con{cq\xeni]y^ accidental and tranfitory ; and mud foon- 
er or later be deftroyed, by the complete develope- 
xnent of his excellent faculties. 

Bm Lhave faid in. the fecond place, that man is hy 

hh 



Ms nature gi^d^ and J or mid Jar Jocial fooe, MaHf *rc I l\ 
the evidences I could bring forward iti fupport of thU i ^ 
truth, but \tom amongfttheail flidll fele£t only thci 
moH Omple and ^ppareoL 



If man is made after tlie divlae iniage^ bis nature 
Aiufl be good, and formed t& hv€ his ttiigh^&itr oj Aim* 
Juif^f&r Cad is fyocj therefore without goodaefs be 
can utv€T refcfoble a being perFe£t1y good. He miy 
hf bis iutel]e£lual powers, bear fotne refembiance to 
his M^kerj but thefe are only given to render him 
capable of dx^inguifliiog and of loving whaterer is .» 
^y iu nature amiable and excellent: he muft there- * 
lore refemble bis heavenly father, in hit fincerc and « 
yniveiial Jove of his brethren. 



It ic true however, that in thit icoe an eflefitial and 
HeceQary difference mufi rensain between Ood and 
paan. An indigent and dependent creature cannot 
Jove with the difiaterelledneis of a perfefi: and felf- 
infficieot Creator. . But though a fenfe of his want% 
IHid a neceiEiy oi Cupplying them may fometinies^ 
deprive him of leifure, or of means to (hew bis bene- 
i^olence, by a£luai benefits; yet unJeb blinded and 
led aftray by fome diforderly pafTion, it will not pre* 
vent his refembiing his Maker, by fentiments of uni- 
verfal good will ; and fofar will his own wants be 
from ftiiaipg his benevolence, that they will excite ifl < 
him a. more livdy and 4£live CQmpaiGon for tbe/^- 

lioti'i 
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lief of his fellow creatures. I conclude then that 
man is naturally inclined to goodnefs and benevo- 
lence, becaufe he is the child ot God, whofe image 
hef bears. 

The nature of happinefs furniflies us with a fecond 
proof df this truth. If man is formed for happinefs, 
he is formed for charity. Happinefs confifts in the 
full cxercile and developement of our faculties. Now 
among thofe the raoft aftive, the moll lively, and 
the moil delightful in its' exercife, is the faculty of 
loving. The heart is the feat of this faculty, and 
ibttntd for love, as the eye is for fight, and the ear ' 
for hearhig. Thofe cold, infenfibte, and unnatural 
hearts, whofe love is centred in themfelves, mud be 
ivretched ; happinefs will fly before them, and elude 
their eager grafp. Thi^ is the fituation of all fuch as • 
feek their happinefs in the world, and not in God, 
Wealth, honors, and power, though they excite fuch 
ardent defiries, have a mark of falfity ftamped upon 
them, which proves the good they confer to be 
counterfeit, not real ; for they can only yield exch^ 
Jivt happinefs^ which betengs to fome, only in confe. 
quence of the privation of it to others ; thence an 
oppofition which- divides mankind, gives rife to cor*. 
tinual wars in public, and to dlfcoids and animofities - 
in private life, which ftifle the natural fentiments of 
charity and brotherly love ; and in their (lead place "* 
infenfibility, difdain, and a barbarous and inflexible ^ 
T z - cruelf/) <<-f 



craelty, properly called inhumanity ; and give thdr 
poiTcdors a flronger refembUnce to (avage beafU« 
ihan to human creatures. 

Far different is that happinefs for which we were 
defigned; it is compoied of true, oi fpiritual bleif- 
ings; fuch as the pure and lively rays of truth will 
afford to the mind, and virtuous fentlments to the 
heart. It is a communicative happinefs^ which expands 
and becomes greater the more it is diffufed. Our 
Saviour who was well acquainted with our nature, 
and with the felicity fuited to it^ has declared that it 
is more blefled to give, than to receive ; as St; Paul 
records in the twentieth chapter of the A£U* 

Bi^fides, in order to confirm this by representing • 
it under another, and perhaps more ftriking point ol 
view ; man is formed for fociety, and muft therefore 
be of a kind and benevolent nature, and inclined to 
love his neighbor as himfeJf. That he is a focial be- 
ing is evident from the declaration of his maker, tt^ho 
Jaid^ it is not goodjor man to be alone^ which is true both 
ic a phyfical and moral fen fe. 

With refpefi to the former oi thcfe, folitude is not 
gi)0(l for man ; bec^ufe dcftiiute of the afTiflance of 
others, lie could not procure a fupply of his wants, 
butmufl eiiher perifii, or drapj on a miferable exift- 
^nc«,. He is therefore iormed lor fociciy. But can 

it. 
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£t promote his happinefs it he is not z/bciablebdng-^- 
that is, it his heart is not naturally difpofed fincerely 
to love his tellow beings. Suppofe lor a moment a 
community among which no one was any way con- 
cerned for the weltarc of the reft ; this fociety with- 
out any bond of union, far from procuring happi* 
nefs to any one of its members, would be a horrible 
theatre of odious crimes, and fliocking mifery. 

That it is not good for man to he alone, is not lefs 
true, confidered in amoral view ; for folitude would 
caufe him to feel a dreadful void ; by leaving unr 
fatisfied the greateft, the moft imperious of wants, a 
neceflity of loving. He could neither fof ten his 
troubles by pouring them into > the heart of a being 
like himfelf; nor increafe his enjoyments, by (baring 
them ; in a word, he could not fail of being mifera- 
ble. But draw him from this folitude, place him in 
a fociety of beings. like himfelf, rational, enlighten- 
ed, pious^and good, cemented by that charity which 
St. Paul calls ike bond of perftdncfs, and he will be 
as completely happy as his nature will admit. The 
piSure I have juft drawn, is not the efFeft of fancy 
or imagination ; it is a faithful, but humble fketch 
of theceleftial fociety, for which we are forraed. and 
which we (hall one d'ay enjoy. 

It was necefTary thus particularly to demonflrate 
the natural inclination of man. to goodnefs and char- 
ity ; 



ity ; in order to eftablifh that celeftial virtue on ftf'; 
true foundation. But it muft be oblerved alfo that X 
zil^ti this, as it relates to human nature in its princi- 
pie, and not in that ^inma/ and degraded flate to 
which carnal and Worldly paffions lead.' Fornot^ 
with (landing any inherent good in man, he may be; 
and alas f continualty is, drawn afide by the jarrings 
and contentions of his own temporffi interefts; witH 
thofe of his neighbour ; and when this felfiflincfs is 
become habitual and predominant, he is in danger 
of degenerating into the mod cruel and ferocious an- 
imal in the univerfe. It is therefore neceOary fof | 
man^ in order to his following his natural beotta { 
charity, that he (hould be freed from the flavery ol 
his paflions ; for St. Paul obferves, that chaHiypra^ 
ends out of a pure heart ; to obtain this emancipa- 
tion he has need of continual arid powerful motives, 
capable of exciting him to virtue, and of fupprefEng 
every emotion of covetoufnefs, of anger, and hatred, 
the inflant they arife in his foiil. IJ , therefore^ we are 
convinced of the infinite goodnefs of the Supreme 5^1 
ingf we Jhall find therein every pojihle motive of 
charity. 

They may be reduced to three, as they relate to 
CUT own inter efl, to that of our neighbour^ and ta^' 
charity confidered in itfelf. 

With rcfpjcQ to the firft of thelc. Divine gdodnefs 
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iiit^ ilri£lly .conne6led our particular intereft with 
that otour neighbour ; becaufe in requiring our fu- 
preme Iove» it produced on the one hand, an indiff^r* 
enfie to worldly objeSs^ and on the other makes us fee 
in our neighbour aficondfclf^ infiead of a rival and 
cofli^ttkor^ . 

The love of God, by deiacking us from the worlds 
and purifying us from carnal paiBons, deflroys every 
obfiacle to charity, and leaves it to flow in an un-. 
iaierrupted coarfe* The bappinefs of others be-- 
comes neceffary in order to our own, and we defire 
it with equal Cncerity. Thus oufinterefis become 
io ttriEkly uoked, that in labouring to promote thofe 
^(MU'aeigbboiur^ve. are inevitably ad^acing our 

Placing the fupreme aSTeSlion of 6ut fouls on a Be^ 
ing whofe adorable goodnefs renders him the obje6l 
of our lovei we canaot fail ol feeing in our neigh- 
bour t fecond felf.y^r At ioJka loxfoth Gdd^ lomth his 
hr^tktralfc. Can we love God for the multitude of 
his tender mercies^ and take no interefl in, or con- 
cern for the creatures who are the objefts of them ? 
This is impoflible. Wc may therefore conclude 
that we do not love God aright, it we do not love 
our neighbour as ourfelves. 

If in,the exercife of our charity we (houid be calU 

ed 
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ed to conGierable and painful facriBces ; fflou\I 
our poDfefTion, our rcpofe, our health, or even our 
rives be required of us ; we (hall certainly ftand ii 
need of powerlal encouragements, thus totally ta 
forego all our tcmpora' intere&$; for the fake of othi 
erSk But the infinite goodnefs of God is iliil tnor- 
tive fufficient ; for it aflures us we (hall be gainen 
by every afiion in which we feek to approve our- 
felves tahim. 

The abfolute- manner in which ' charity is com* 
manded, the glorious promifes by which it is enford i 
ed, and the dreadful menaces placed around it as a 
facrcd guard, to prevent its violation ; (hew it to be 
moft acceptable to God, and tibfolutely neceflary for- 
our happinefs ; fince H^ has in His infinite goednefs 
conne3cd our inUreJl with thoft of our JcUozo-crca^ 
tures. 

The fecond motive for charity relatestoour neighs 
bor, whom the infinite goodnefs of the Deity makes us 
behold as an ohjeSh worthy of love. Are we not en*, 
dowed with fimf-Iar natures, partakers of the fame ce* 
leilial vocation, objefls of the fame love, and fhar- 
ers in the fame redemption i^ We need therefore on- 
ly confider our neighbor as an equal partner with us 
in the love and favor of God, and as a brother and 
companion in future felicity ; in order to experience 
fervent-charity^ 
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'"'But flrouia our neighbor be otir enemy, '{hotildliis 
'hatred incline him tofeek our injury ; muft we then 
"forget our own interefts to advance thofe of an im- 
placable and cruel foe ? The knowledge we have 
o( God refolves this queAion, by Ibewing us» what 
is indeed ^ttr/rtt^ interefl ; it teaches us to view our 
bitterefi enemy* as an inflrument in His hand, inca- 
pable of proceeding farther than He (hall permit. 
We may, by every lawful means^ prefervc ourfelves 
from the cfTeQs'ot his malice, as we would avoid fick- 
nefs, or any other calamity ; but by keeping our eye 
fixed on the adorable goodnefe of the Firft Caufe ; 
we fhall never give way to the 4)itternefs of refent- 
ment, but fhall behold the blindnefs and wickednefs 
of our enemy, with the compaflion it deferves ; for 
of all the unhappy beings that cover the earth, none 
ought more to excite pity, than the wicked. Poor, 
wretched creatures !• flaves to the word of matters, 
their own horrid paflions, and engaged, as the wide 
■ man obferves, in a deceitful work ; (hall not we, be- 
ings of the fame nature, and liable to the fame errors, 
feel our hearts melt with compaflTion for creatures 
who know not what they do f No other fentiment can 
poilibly becothe us. 

The wickednefs and cruelty of bur enemy, by ex- 
citing our compafTion, enables us to fee him, as God 
himfelf beholds him. Odious and deteRable as his 
prefent fiate of vice render faim; yet when the meant 
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-of Divine Wifdom fhall employ ior his corre£lioA 
and amendment, (hair have produced their effeA; 
when he is wafhed and purified, he will beconie our 
companion in eternal lellcity. At prefent he per* 
lecutes and injures us ; but a time will certainly 
come, when he will do us juftice, and make us am* 
pie amends. Far then from being ever overcome of 
evil, let us refolve to overcome evil with good ; and, 
in the true fprit of Chriftianity, if our enemy hun- 
ger, Ut us feed him, if he thirjl^ let us give Aim drink \ 
thus fhall our charitable treatment melt down his re* 
fcntment, as coals heaped on the head of a crucible, 
difTolve the metal it contains : we mufty thereiore^ 
according to the command of our Saviour, recurs 
blefling for curfing, and pray for our enemies.-— 
ouch are the powerful motives, with which the infi- 
nite goodncfs of God furnlfhes us, for the love of 
our fellow creatures ; even for the wicked, and our 
implacable enemies.* 

I come now to confuler, thirdly, charity in itfelf 
<2j the mofi excellent and glorious virtue that can pof- 

fibiy 

— ^*^—i , . ^.^ 

• It inty not 1 e Improper here to remind the read«-r, in oidcr to 
fli.'v ihr <>:a fca cflWti of true ChrJC.Jnnity j that iIk author (J ;hii 
w.HK wa« m'ft uniulllv and rnjclly perfected, by a fct ol na»row 
mu He.', mm ; d^;,.,icd, dcpofcd, and. in onfeqxcncc deprived of 

1 ( V ""u*^' *^'''" '"''**'" *"* ^*'"''y •''"^ country ;— we ncvei'hc- 

icl» l'-: hfrn, nor only free from trfeniincnL for fiivh unmerited ir.ju- 
n'-s; b.it f Mil o« f,,rgi.-ri.cri end char itv toward* hi> cormics ; and 
r^a bcoevolwcc io ijl, whi^b ii not coafimca to their umpar«l in- 
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Jihly adorn our nature. Sentiments ol kindnefs, d£ 
brotherly love, and chanty, are fuch as can alone 
conflitute any refemblance between the human, and 
divine nature. Deflitute oi them, canwe liope to 
bear any Tikenefs to a Being who is love. Were wc 
CVen^poflcffed of every other virtue, what analogy 
rould ht found in a creature, whofe fble care, atten. 
tion and purfuits were confined to his own interefts ; 
and a Being whofe delight is to fhower down on all 
•happinefs and joy ; doing good even to the evil and 
-unthankful? Where, amidft the immenfe univerfe, 
'Could fuch a berng^be placed to find happinefs ? In 
fblitude he would be defiitute, forlorn, and mifera* 
•ble ; and in-fociety he would be an un^welcome, and 
unhappy intruder. 

But when on the contrary-dur heart is enlarged by 
'■charity; ivhicTi makes us fincerely defire, and zeal- 
Oufly purfue every opportunity of promoting the 
happinefs of our fellow creatures ; then it is that we 
refemble the befl of Beings, that we bear his image, 
^nd that in our meafure and degree, we are meicijul^ 
as our Father in heaven is merciful^ or as St. Mat- 
thew expreifds the words 6\ our Saviour, that we are 
perfeB^ even as trur Father in heaven isperfeS. '^ 

It' will be obvious to all Who are converfant with 
fcripture, that as, among the divine perfeflioirs, 
goodnefs and mercy are the mod frequently an/ 
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ilrongly mentioned ; (o no virtue is fo largely com« 
mended, or flrongly enforced as charity : I requiell 
jny reader to perufe the thirteenth chapter of the lit 
ot Corinthians, which contains a defcriptioa o£ 
charily, and gives it the pre-eminence over every 
other virtue. Let us alfo colle£l fome of the mofi 
remarkable texts on that fubje3. ' The firft of which 
is taken from the above mentioned chapter, vre caa- 
not carry our fubmiflion to the divine will farther, 
than in giving our body to be burned ; and neverthe- 
lefs this a(l will profit us nothing if we are deftitote 
oF charity : difqualiiied for a fociety of fpirits \^o \ 
dwell in perte£l love, we (hall be excluded, and have 
our portion with the reprobate. How poiitively 
does this decifion ihew, that we cannot be acceptable 
to God, without charity. 

I 

Tiie end and defign of the gofpel difpenfation is 
our purifi cation from all iniquity. But wherein con« 
fills this important change ? St. Paul informs us/ 
that the end of the commandment is charity out of a 
pure heart : this is the end of the gofpel ; and if love 
prevail in our hearts, we Ihall be workers together 
with God in his great plan of univerfal falvation ; 
lor we fhall defire happinefs to be extended, and la« 
hour to prom jte it. But while our minds are ftrang- 
ers to thefe benevolent d< fires, while they are cold 
and indififerent to theinteref^s of others; we may 
he a/Tured that this \\app7 c\v5v.w^^^ ^m i^w^n^vx^xv 
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of mind, is not yet wrought in us ; and t!ut whatev- 
er may be the virtues to which we make pretence, 
we are tares in the field, whofe portion is to be burn* 
ed^ But when the gofpel, which fets forth the infi- 
nite goodnefs of God, has enflamed our hearts with 
charity to our neighbour ; then are we ^fuch as he 
would have us to be, and prepared for a coramun- 
100 with the God of charity ; in a word, we are the 
mbnat which mil bt gatktrciinto his garner. 

The laft example I mean to cite in favour oi this 
divine virtue, we meet with in the twenty fifth chap- 
ter- of St. Matthew, from the thirty firft verfe to the 
end. 

After having perufed the awful and interelling 
pifiure of a future judgment which it contains ; let 
usTefleS for a few moments upon a fcene at which 
we Ihall every one be prefent xjor we muft allap^ 
fear before the judgment feat ofChriJl, there to re- 
ceive the glorious fentence oi abfolution and pardon, 
or of condemnation and puniihment. We fee that 
we 0ia|] be judged folely concerning our charity, 
and acquitted or condemned, in proportion as we 
have cuhivated, or fuppreCTed this moft excellent of 
virtues. We are told by St. James that if we fulfil, 
ihe royal law, according to the fcriptures, and lovt 
ourneigkbour as our/elves^ we do well. This is tl 
law. of our Judge, by which wc fliall be tried ; b. 
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caufe it wzy his great, his ruw, his fpecial commaodii 
xnent ; For keihal loveth his brother^ sAidcth in lights 
and there is none occafion ofJiumlJing in him : lot 
every one that loveth. is b'ann oJGod^ and knowHk 
God. 

In the fehtence which our ccleftial King, our du 
vine Judge will ilTue from his glorious throne» let 
us obferve the tendernefs of charity, tempering the 
atuthority of a fovereign maflen He places the leafi 
and meaneft oi the human race, among ills' bl*ethren ; 
and fpeaks of the fmaileft office of charity granted', 
or refuicd them, as if immediately regarding him* 
felf. How afieSing is the idea> that whenever we 
minijler i(f the necej^ties of a poor mortal; our. Savi> 
iour confid^rs the benefit as if done to himfeU;— 
Let us not-iofe fight of thb truth, and we (hall nev* 
er refufe to fiiccour the difirefT^d ; or wifli to evade 
any opportunity of doi&^ them all the good io our 
power. 

Defeend, O divine charity ! animate our hearts 
xvith thy celellial flame ; form our perfefiion* con* • 
llimte our delight, and render us acceptable to the 
God of charity ; before whom, defiitute of thec,^ wc 
are nothing. Come and unite us forever to the 
greateft and beft of Being?, and to his Vivinlg image»/ 
our benevolent Redeemer* Rendec \>s Tnerciittfc. 
that w« oKiy obtain mercy ; teach us ^ticcrely to loi^ 



I 
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give, even until feventy times fevea, that we may re- 
ceive the pardon of our innumerable ofFences. Sub- 
lime delightful virtue, thou (halt never fail, but fhait 
form the bleflednefs of the blefl'ed, and be a river ot 
pleafure of which they (hall drink forever in the glo« 
rious abodes oi heaven, 

4 quit >yith regret this delightful fubjeft, which 
has furniflied matter for my fixth and lad confe- 
quence, drawn from the infinite goodnefs of God ; 
and I flatter myfeli I have made it Bppear tkauhc 
kmmhdgt of the j^trfcd' goodnefs of the Divine Na^ 
iure^ contains every pojjible motive that can lead us to 
lovt our neighbour as ourfelvts. I have fliewn the 
union of intereft that fubfifU among mankind; tlic 
amiablenefs and excelience of human nature ; and 
' ]allly, the attra{iive beauty and dignity oi charity ia 
itfelff as the mod glorious virtue that can adorn an 
intelleflual being, and without which, it is^impoITu 
ble to be happy in any Hate. 

^ 

I have now completed what I propofed on this 
fubjeft. But fhc5uld the providence of God- Ipare 
my life, I trull 1 Ihall yet be able to accompli Qi a 
more extenfive planot which this trcaiife, though 
detached and complete in itfelf, may be confidcreJ 
as the foundation. My future difquifuions wi!l liav 
for their objeft the animal and fplrilual nature 
man.. Their univerfaljalvation^ and the knowlcc 



&f ik't truth 'nuejfary thereto. Aftd lafily , th^ reuddf I 
tion of truth. both in a natural and/upernatural way A 

In wliat I have faid, I have adhered to my promite 
of 'drawing proofs'from reafon and fcripture for every- 
thing I have advanced ; and am able to declare in the 
jprefence of him« before whofe tribunal. I mufi ac- 
eount ioT every aSion ; that I have not end«avoared 
to impofe any thing on the taith of others which I 
Ho not believe trpe^on thefe two great foundations; 

This leads me to a very iniportant obfervation on 
the wonderful and incomparable excellence of holy 
writ. In the courfe of this work I have touched on 
a. multitude of foblime truths, refultiug from the di- 
vine perfe6lions, thtf wonders of providence and 
^race difplayed in the government of bis creatures ; 
and on fdme abftrufe and difficult queflions, in 
all which I have been affifted by the light of reveia^ 
tion; which bears diflinguiOi^d marks of divinity 
iu wsfimplicity, becaufe addrefled to all men ; and 
nevcrthelefs in its//iWmi/y, becaufe it treats of the 
wonderful work i of God* When we confider that 
this fdcrcd volume containing the old and new tefla; 
merit, was penned at a period when all the nations of 
the world were with refpefl to the knowledge of the 
true God, plunged in the moft profound ignorance ; 
that it was written amid ft a people devoted to huf- 
bi^udry, without commerce, without letters, without 

icience ;^ 
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fdience; more ignorant and illiterate than any we 
read of among civilized nations ; and that it was 
compofed at diflPcrent periods during the fpace of fif- 
teen or fixtecn centuries, by nearly thirty diflFerent 
authors^ between whom long intervals of years in« 
tervened : neverthelefs, examine their writings, and 
obferve how they fpeak relative to God, to his 
works, to his providence, to his difpenfations, and 
to bis laws ; and it wiir not only appear, that perfetl 
harmony, reigns amongft ihem ; but that they treat 
all thofe fublime fubje£]:s with the fame dignity, and 
perfpicuity ; iri a manner fuited to the raajelly of 
the divine nature, and to the frailty, the wants, and 
the deiires of tnortality : infomuch that the excel- 
lence and Utility of the icriptures have beena1k>wed 
by thofe who reje£led their divinity. But whence 
in. the nation, time, .and circumRances above men* 
tion^d, could arife.fuch fublime knowledge of God, 
and of his ways ? Whience a fy Rem of ethics, fo' in^ 
comparably fuperior to any of the mofl celebrated 
pagan writers ? furely we muft 'acknowledge this to 
be ihc finger ofGod^ and this volume of facred truth, 
as much his- work, as the world we inhabit ; becaufr 
without his afliftance its exiftence is a^inconceivab' 
M.would be that of tfae.univerfe. 

That ike Supreme Being is per/tSfy good, isfo ce 
and inttrtfting a truth^- that the wkoU o/reiigion 
udon it. When I am ^fliired that croodnefs 
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foundation, and happinefs the end of all the ways oC 
God, to myleli and every creature ; hope is the an- 
chor of my foul, furc and fled ta ft ; for though A#i- 
waysfiould hf in the deep, and his paths in the mighty wa* 
ters ; though I fhould experience every external 
evil ; no afHidlion fhall (hake my confidence, never 
will I diflionour, by a moment's miilrult, a Being 
"who has in mercy commanded me to caji ail my cart. 
ttpQH him • becaufe ht canthfor mt^. . 

But if I entertain any doubts on this fubje£l, by 
the admidion of any dodrine incompatible with it^ 
alas ! in loTing this aflurance, I have loll my all ; 
and religion prefents nothing to my mind but terror 
and defolaiion. The profpe£l oi futurity fills me 
with alarm, and immortality di(lra£ls me. The 
grcatett of Beings, without perfefl goodncfs^ is no 
longer an oLjctl infinitely amiable to me ; and to. 
gether with :rie love of God muft every pious fenti- 
meni expire. Should charity remain, becaule the na- 
tive inmate of my being, alas 1 it could only aggra- 
vate and infure my mifcry. So true is it that thn 
ikHoU of rtlgion depends on the do6lrine of the infinite 
gcodne/s of God. 

And if religion is thus founded, it muft follow of 
ni:cv\{\\Y^tItat eve^y doSIyine incompatible tvitb gocdnffs 
^s faljc, afjurd^ and even pernicious and fatal to the Injl 
d^£ric, 1 have, ihcrclore, in the whole of ihis treaiife. 
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ia eftablifhing the do£brtne of perfefl goodttefs, and' 

iollowing it in its confequences, conftantly com- 

: bated fuch erroneous opinions, as reprefent the 

^ Creator of the human races as a Being whofe power 

: vrili be employed in infiiAing never ending torments 

' on a confiderable portion of his creatures, and have 

^* eflabliflied the non-eternity oi future torments. Let 

'- not mankind be induced to fupprefs this truth, from . 

any apprehended abufe of it ; becaufe this is tacitly 

to deny, that it is the wilt cf Gtd that all men Jhould 

com to the knomUdge of the truth ; and to affirm, that 

fome are beQ conducted to falvation by iguorance 

and error* It is alfo to aflert, that in order to pro«» 

duce the love of God in the heart ot mani he mud 

be reprefented to them as a Being infinitely cruel.— » 

But left finnersfliould abufe this truth fo ill under- 

jloody it is neceflary it fliould be rightly explained 

to them ; that they^ may not give themfelves cp to 

fatal illufionSs either refpefiing. the feverity or th« 

mercy of God. O God I Thoa Being fupremely 

good ! caufe the precious ray ot thy truth to iilumin- 

ate every heart, that they may.be fiJJed with thy love 

and thy fear ; and to eflEe£l this, open the Ups of thy 

minifters, that they may Jhew forth thy pralje, Amer 

F I.N IS. 
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